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First SEssIon. 


Governor-General. 


‘His Excellency \the Right Honorable Sir Ronatp CraururpD Munro Frrauson, a Member of. 
\His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, 


+: 


~~ 


Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis- 


tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Australian Mattonal Government. 
(From 10th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General 
Minister for the Navy .. ; 
Treasurer : i 


Minister for Defence 
Minister for Repatriation 
Minister for Works and Railw. ays - 


Minister for Home and Territories 


Minister for Trade and Customs .. 


Postmaster-General 
~ Vice-President of the Executive Council 


Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 


Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 


* Appointed 26th March, 1918. 


1919. 
Office gazetted, 15th June, 1920. 








Tt Rétoved from office, 13th December, 1918. 


tT Appointed 4th February, 1920. TTT Resigned 3rd Wepraary| 1920. 


The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C., K.C. 
The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P. C., @.0.M.G, 


Succeeded by 


The Right Honorable William Alexander “Watt, P,C. (27th March, 1918). +ttt 


The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 


? 


The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. Bg. as 


Succeeded by 


The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). " 
The Honorable Patrick McMahon Gly n K.C. tft 


Succeeded by 


The Honorable Alexander Poynton (4th February, 1920). 


The Honorable Jens August Jensen.t 
Succeeded by 


The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. (13th December, 1918). 


~ Succeeded, by 


The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 1919). 


The Honorable William Webster. ttt 
Succeeded by 


The Honorable George Henry Wise (4th February, 1920). 


The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Succeeded by 


The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). 


. The Honorable Edward John Russell. 


Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 1918. 


The Honorable Alexander Poynton. 


Appointed Minister for Home and Territories, 4th February, 1920. 


The Honorable George Henry Wise. 


Appointed Postmaster-General, 4th February, 1920. 


The Honorable Walter Massy Greene. 


Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 17th January, 1919.* 


The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard** ‘2 
The Honorable Sir Granville de Laune Ryrie, K.C.M.G., C.B., V.D. tf 
The Honorable William Henry Laird Smith.ff ie 





Senators, 
(From lst July, 1920.) 





** Resigned office, 31st January, | 
TTTtT Resignation from 





President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 
Guthrie, James Francis (V.) ~ 


Adamson, Hon. John, C.B.E. (Q.) 
Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) 


Benny, Benjamin (S.A.) 
Bolton, William Kinsey (V.) 
Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) 


Cox, Charles Frederick, C.B., C.M.G. (N.S. W.) 


Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 


Drake-Brockman, Edmund Alfred (W.A.) 


Duncan, Walter Leslie (N.S. W.) 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) 


Elliott, Harold Edward, C.B., C.M.G. (V.) 


Fairbairn, George (V.) 

Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 
Foster, George Matthew (T.) 
Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S.W.) 
Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) 


Glasgow, Sir Thomas William, K.C.B., C.M.G. (Q.) 


Guthrie, Robert Storrie (8.A.) 


Henderson, George (W.A.) 
Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) 
Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 


Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S.W.) 


Millen, John Dunlop (T.)_ . 
gee: Newland, John (8.A.) a 


Payne, Hon. Herbert James Mockford (T.) 


Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) 


Plain, William (V.) 
Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S. W.) 2. 
Reid, Matthew (Q.) : 


Rowell, James, C.B. (S.A.) 
Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 
Senior, William (S.A.) 


Thomas, 


Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) > 
. Wilson, Reginald Victor (S.A.) 
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ee at a Church of feelad Col- 
and is now unable to secure any help 
1 the Department to enable him to 
ntinue his course. The Minister for 
epatriation previously assured me that 
hen a theological student had commenced 
a ae he would be assisted on his 


rae but. this has now been He by 
ere from Melbourne. because he was 


ie over thirty years of age at the 
the application. It is the appli- 


ee cern 1 this matter. ‘It seems wholly and 
ly wrong that a definite year should 
ed. regardless of the man’s suit- 
or qualifications. Why is thirty 
m suitable for college training than 
wenty-nine or thirty-one? It does seem 


nerits, and that should be decided 
ra ‘much: trouble. It has further 
laid - down that under the 
ion he should have received 

| on, week. That is an ordi- 
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- listment, they would be entitled to con- 
tinue on their return, I ask that further 


inquiry be made, as I believe the Min- — 


ister’s instructions are not being carried 


out. 


Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [3.27]. 
—I desire to ask the Minister for Re- 
patriation (Senator Millen) if, since the 
discussion on the Appropriation Bill last 
evening, he has had an opportunity vf 


making any inquiry into the matter of 


vacancies, promotions, and appointments. 


in connexion with the Central and State — 


Taxation Departments in Victoria? 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales—- 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.28].—In 
regard to the point raised by Senator Foll, 


“it 1s impossible for a Minister to keep 


his mind in close contact with the details 
of individual cases: I can only repeat 
what I had: previously stated, that where 
any member of the Australian Imperial 
Force had commenced a university course | 
before he left for abroad, the Department 
will help him through. There is, how- 
ever, great confusion as to what is con- 
sidered a commencing course, as quite a 


number of students have stated that they 


had not actually commenced a course, 
although they had been. taking private 
lessons, and intended to do so. It is a 
very difficult matter for the Department 
to deal with such nebulous cases. | 


Senator Forr.—The man to whom [ 
referred was resident at a college. 


Senator MILLEN .—TI shall again look 
into both cases, but I think it must be 
admitted that the Department has been: 
extremely generous in its interpretation — 
of the regulations. It is very necessary 
to be firm in these matters, otherwise men 


who were not entitled to receive benefis 


would be participating. I shall look into 
the matter during the forthcoming ad- 
journment, and ascertain the es e 

‘As regards the point raised by Senator 
Keating, he knows very well that the — 
Senate sat somewhat late last night, and 
commenced again at 11 o ’elock this morn- 
ing. I have not had an opportunity of 
obtaining the information he desires, but — 
I shall endeavour to secure it, and for- a 


ward it to him by letter. 


Question resolved in the affirmative, 


| ‘Senate adjourned at 3.29 pm 
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The Presipent (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 6.30 E> ants 
read prayers. 


ADDRESS TO HIS ROYAL , 
HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF 
WALKS. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [6.31]—I 
ask leave to move, without notice, a- 
motion relative to the visit of His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales. 


Leave granted. 
Senator MILLEN.—It is not my in- 


tention, in moving this motion, to say 
anything as to the circumstances which 
prevented its consideration at an earlier 
meeting of this Chamber; but I think it 
only right to mention that, in my judg- 
ment, those circumstances were entirely 
beyond the control of the Senate. This is 
not the time, nor is it the occasion, td 
deal with them, but for the fair name 
of the Senate it should be stated that it 
was not due either: to reluctance or to 
hesitation on the part of honorable sena- 
tors that the motion was not adopted ‘at 
an ordinary sitting of the Chamber‘ last 
tek: The motion that I propose for 
adoption i is as follows :— 


To His Royal Highness Edward Albert 
Christian George Andrew Patrick David, 
- Prince of Wales, Earl of Chester in the 
- Peerage of England, Duke of Rothesay, 
Earl of Carrick, and Baron of Renfrew, 
in the Peerage of Scotland, Lord of the 
Isles and’ Great Steward of Scotland, 
/K1G,, P.C.,.G-LM.G., G.M.B.E., MC. 

May it please Your Royal Highness: 

We, the Senate of the Commonwealth 
of Australia in Parliament assembled, 
~ welcome Your Royal Highness with assur- 
ances of our devoted attachment to the 


person and Crown of our Moet Gracious ; 


res, 


We recall with pride the latest on to at 
Australia of His sine he eens pe 
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oe 


me! a sia Pah \ 
Ae Sr Frets al da 
Se. aa % 7 1 Wen ke ¥ 


ut ie accession to the heen 
inaugural session of the 


“The Bbidene memories cs that 


hailed by our alien os 


many brave men fought and d 2¢ 






















graciously pleased, to open 


liament. 





event have eles a is en 


solidate. ie 
We therefore rejoice: at * 4 resi 


as a comrade on the field or 


sacred cause of freedom. 

We congratulate Your Rive 
upon the spirit you displayed 
war now happily ended, — 
we may indtlge a becoming p 


hee eS by. which “Your 
Highness was animated was 
the full by Australia’s sons and 
who by their valour and. thei: 
contributed a worthy part to the 
triumph of those ‘principles wh 


Your progress thvouaseee by 
wealth will afford Your Royal 
‘an opportunity of observing 
enterprise, and character Ob) 


that. your mission to our bi 
blessed with an abundant ‘meas 
cess to the gsi gee endur 


me. 


Senator (GARDINER si me 
bie i ae ota! | 
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for Repatriation a said, in 


ae THOMAS (N ew South Wales) 
].—1 wish to ask why it is that from 
e list of titles of His Royal Highness 
lat. of the Duke of Cornwall i is omitted ? 


a : 
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ie for Ses uarinay. e 36] —tI. 
un » ohare the Cae ae ie a 





2. ae at its rising, adjourn until 
on a date to be fixed by Mr. President, 
lay ae shatbe notified DY Mr. 


SE NTATION OF ADDRESS TO 
ROYAL SIGE ASS THE 


he PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
Givens).——I desire to intimate to 
morable that His Royal 
ighness the Prince of Wales will arrive 
‘the Senate chamber at‘7 o’clock, in 
ae to. re the address which “has 
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sociating myself with vist the ence of honorable senators if I suspend the 


sitting until about.two minutes before the — 
hour. 


Sitting. suspended from 6.40 to 7.7 p.m. 
The Usuer or tHe Brack Rop an- — 
nounced that His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales was ars: the 
Senate chamber. 
His Royal Highness was conducted to 
Cane bar by the Right Honorable the Prime 
Minster. 


@The PRIME MINISTER (the Right 
Hon. W. M. Hughes).+I have the honour 
to announce His Royal aie the 
Prince of Wales. Bae a 

‘HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS then 
entered the Senate chamber, and, having 
been conducted to the chair by Senator 
Mitten, was welcomed to the chamber 
by the Presipenr. 3 

The PRESIDENT then read and pre- 
sented to His Royan Hicuness a bound 
copy of the address which had been Te- 
solved upon by the Senate. 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS was. 
pleased to make the following reply :-— 
President and Gentlemen of the 
_ Senate,—I am deeply touched by your 
It means a great deal to me 
to be thus warmly welcomed by you, the 
representatives of all the States which 
form this splendid Commonwealth, and I 


shall be proud to convey your assurances 


of devotion, to the Thrones and Empire to 
my father the King. His Majesty pre- 
serves the happiest memories of the day 
when he inaugurated the Australian Par- 
liament, and no one has appreciated more 
whole-heartedly than he the gallant ser- : 
vice rendered by the men and women of if 
Australia during the great war. 


I thank you, also, most sincerely for 


your more than generous: references to — 


‘my own modest service at the Front. As 
a junior officer, I had no important duties i 
but I shall never cease to — 
value the appari which I then was 
given of learning to know my brother — 


= 
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Aaioore and men on all park ae the 
Empire as comrades in arms. — Through 
that comradeship I learned to know and 
appreciate the spirit of the Australian 
nation, and I am delighted now that I am 
about to see the men and women of Aus- 
tralia in their ‘own land. 


I greatly appreciate your good wishes, ) 
and I reciprocate them from the bottom - 


of my heart. 
Honorable senators, the clerks. of the 
_ Senate, 
-tendance were presented by the Prest- 
pent to His Royal Highness. 
His Royal Highness then withdrew. 
Senate adjourned at 7.15 p.m. us 
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House of Representatives. 


Thursday, 27 May, 1920. 





Mr, Spraxer (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
_ took the chair at 7 p.m., and read prayers. 


“MEETING OF THE HOUSE. 
| Orprer oF PRocEDURE. 
Mr, SPEAKER.—Prior to /the ad- 
journment of the House on Friday last, it 
was agreed that the address to His Royal 





_ Highness the Prince of Wales should be 
presented by Mr. Spéaker in the Library, 


ho arrangement at that time having been 
made by another place for the adoption 
of an address. A special meeting, was, 


_ however, subsequently summoned for this — 
_ evening for that purpose, and, owing to_ 


the method of procedure proposed to be 
adopted there, it became advisable, in 
the opinion of the Government, to vary 
the programme regarding the ‘place of 
presentation, which, 
cumstances, it was ‘thought ought to be 
this chamber. I therefore, at the request 
of the Prime Minister, summoned. this 
special meeting for the purpose. 


Motions in the same terms as those 
passed at the last sitting of the House will 
-be submitted, giving leave of absence to all 


i honorable members, and providing for the 
adjoumment of the House to: a pate to be me 


[REPRE ‘E NT. | 


. a 


and the Hansard officers in ag" 


“to which His Hoyal Higines 


in the altered cir- ’ 


‘the determination of this sitting 















































fai by Mr. ‘Speaker. © 
required owing to the pr 
the House. Should ¢ an ant 


The Prime Minister will ann 


es te 


ae On the entrance oft 
during his presence in th 
orable members will be in 





a reply. 


The Prime Minin wil 
7 That the House do now nee 


of the: nOeuntrs party, eg yt 
then present, and the office 
House, 510 come forward — ao 


neti at the ae hla ah 
Prince entering the Hall. : 
Prime Minister, will then aceo pal 
ithe: eta to hee tienes of 


Sir JOSEPH cooK " Pantene 
ister for the Navy and. Acting Tree 
['7.6].—These pleasant proc eC 
a break in the continuity of our sit 
and require that we shoul Pp 


bringing ‘together. of ithe 
lapsed. Honorable ‘member ) 
lect that before we patie dis 


calling aes of mh He Us 
other adjourning the House. wm 
moned by Mr. Speaker. Thes 

and must be re-passed ma beco , 
i accordingly move— | 


That leave of absence hs ‘arene L 
member of the House. of Represent at 


to the date of. its next, cma . 


- Question. resolved. in 1 








‘i H wisn 


he PRIME MINISTER (the Right 
oe MM. Hughes ) announced the 









ea kER fon W. Elliot John- 
thereupon addressed His Royal 
a ess in uate Saas terms :-— 


ale 
ey) 


Lave the honour to present to Your 


: a 





@ Maw, 


d Te tesme’ Your ene 
ssurances of our ee Maan 


1920. i he A ihe Prince of Wales. 


i eaten’ to the person and Crown of 


our Most Gracious Sovereign. 


“ We recall with pride the latest visit to 
Australia of His Majesty the King before 


his accession to the Throne, when he was 
graciously pleased to open in person the 
inaugural session of the Australian Par- 
lament. ; 


“The abiding memories of i special 


event have proved a. potent factor in — 


strengthening the ties of kinship and 
affection which hold together the free 


nations of the British Empire in a union 


which war and danger only help to con- 
solidate. 

“We therefore rejoice at the presence of 
Your Royal Highness, and we offer you 
a warm and loyal welcome, not only as 
Heir Apparent to the Throne and as our 
future Sovereign, but also as one who was 
hailed by our gallant Australian soldiers 


‘as a comrade on the field on which so 


many brave men fought and died in the 
sacred cause of freedom. 

“We congratulate Your Royal Highness 
upon the spirit you displayed in the great 


war now happily ended, and we feel that — 


we may indulge a becoming pride in the 


thought that the high sense of duty and 


responsibility by which Your Royal 
Highness was animated was shared to 
the full by Australia’s sons and daughters, 
who by their valour and their sacrifices 
contributed a worthy part to the ultimate 


triumph of those principles which are the | 


glory and the pride of the British name. 
“Your progress throughout, the Com- 

monwealth will afford Your Royal High- 

ness an opportunity of observing, the 


energy, enterprise, and character of our 


people in the pursuit of the arts of peace. 
“We earnestly trust that your visit to 


our shores may be fraught with happiness — 
and pleasure to Your Royal Highness, and. 

that your mission to our people may be— 
blessed with an abundant measure of suc- 


cess to the present and enduring advan- 


; tage of Australia and the Empire.” 
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS was reel 
to make the following reply :— 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 
House of Representatives, . : 
“JT deeply appreciate the cordial 
address 
presented. to. me, and I shall be 
happy to assure my father, the King, 
of your, devotion to his Throne. 


Australian nation has passed through nine- 


‘The 


_{SENATE i ae: 


entered the 


of welcome which you have. 


teen years of development. since His 


Majesty inaugurated the first Australian 


Parliament; but the 
ordeals has come upon you in the last five 
years, and splendidly you stood the test. 


severest of all —' 


I congratulate you, and through you all. 
the great people which you represent, on 


2 your gallant services to the cause of free- 
dom and right during the long world-war. 
It is a pleasure to me to know that some 


of my old acquaintances in the field” are 


now amongst you here. 


“T shall be grateful, gentlemen, if you 
will let me express through you to all the 
Commonwealth my keen pleasure at being 
here in Australia at last. I-have long 
looked forward to this visit, and the mag- 
nificent welcome accorded mo has made 
the happiest possible beginning for my 
tour. I hope that I may see many of you 
again during my travels through the 
Fete suaea leh. Be 

The House adjourned at 7.24 p.m., and 


_ Ministers, members, the clerks of the 
House, and Hansard officers in. at- 


tendance were then presented by Mr. 


a cae to His evel Highness. 


ee 
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Senate. 
‘Thursday, 1 July, 1920. 
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The Senate met at 3 ‘p.m. 
SWEARING IN OF SENATORS. 


an 


The Dxrvry appointed by the Go-. 


vernor-General, the Honorable Isaac 
Alfred Isaacs, a Justice of ‘the High 
(Court of Australia, having: keen an- 


. ; v iS: 
# phx \ 4 
f 4 Ds 


_arrived when we should ‘proce 


ioe Lien the ee | 


































ae by the Tae yf 
Chamber, 
seat on the dais, said— hes 

His Excellency the Gov 
not, thinking fit to be presen 
this time, has been pleased 
Letters Patent to be issued 
Great Seal mn the Common 


oath or een ation of allegianc to 


erable, senators who are aa 


Dlink which will: now 
Clerk. 
Letters Patent boa by. the 
The Clerk produced ‘the > 
wate issued - for Man ie 


Ist aly, 1920. ae 
The following jonorbie ae 
and subscribed the oath OF a ance ce: — 
New South Walee— (x. fe 
Charles Frederick Cox, G. B 
Walter Leslie Duncan, 
- Albert Gardiner. 
Queensland— ¥ 
Jchn ,Adamson, © B. R, ee 
Thomas Givens, i 
Sir Themas 
ied er Or SN OF M. ic 
South Australia 
Benjamin Benny, 
John Newland, . vy 
Reginald Victor Wilson. 
Tasmania oo 3% , 
John Dunlop Millen’ ic ae 
Herbert: James, Mockfe d Pa 
Victoria—_ ath 
Harold 
GoM: G.,. 


Cok 


sBagard 4 a Russell” 
Western Australia—:  — 
Edmund Alfred Drak 
Patrick J ae lc eee 


Senator MILLEN (New $ iit 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.1 
sire to remind the Senate that 
Standing Orders, the time 


election of a President. = 
Senator BAKHAP ‘(Tasma 

—I move— mh ts 

‘That: Senator ties SHiorabth if 





































v ee for me to say more than 
w words of eulogy of the candidate 
(a now have the honour of propos- 
for election as President. During 
tal terms, Senator Givens has filled 
(ora and ponerable cad to. ee 


a ae Rin htors ed have yaa 
posty to the Commonwealth of Aus- 


Bis purpose bok securing the slestton 
ee Ces to the position of 


eae Ti ee parlayed: be Beene Sor 
“Me to say something of the ‘position itself 
-apart from the personality of the indi- 
vidual whom I have suggested as a fitting 
occupant of the chair. © Australia has 
me increasingly important in the eyes 
f the world during the last few years. 
Through the generosity of the Mother 
vountry, we are one of a great society 
of nations which is called the British 
mpire. Our representatives were ac- 
corded diplomatic status at the recené 
eace Conference. We are now fully 
ipped, and on the world’s stage we 
ave attained to nationality. We have: 
h ieee to make good. To a very 
“great extent, we have done so; but we 
to assert ourselves in every way as 
| otent factor in that great brotherhood 
2) f people which is outside the society of 
. te) nations that is known as the British 
Be _ Empire. | This is the only Parliament in 
the ond which is called upon fo legis- 
AL ‘or. ‘a continent. That task is the 
uliar right of the Parliament of the 
mmonwealth — of Australia. i 1s: 


ortant (SE an dent, of 
18 Chamber should be va worthy 
presontative of the democratic rights 
id interests of the Australian people 
th bel propose the election of Senator 
ens. He has, I venture to say, acted 
a times with strict impartiality. I 


A one of a 
OF Liberal. senators who were 
es ve party, which had penetra! 


Rs I was 


a recollection of him as President , 
small — 


y, 1920.] - President. 24585 
him as its nominee for that office. 


Long aneters I was politically associated 


with Senator Givens as a member of the 
same party, I bore tribute in the capital 
city of the State which I help to represent 
to his impartial conduct in the chair. 


Since then, I have never ceased to sup- 
and I think we 


port him as President; 
shall be upholding a worthy British 
tradition if we show ourselves reluctant 
to substitute a new man for that office in 
preference to one who has been well 
tried, and who has served the Democracy 
of Australia most efficiently. I am not 
a hero worshiper, and I know that there 
are very few demigods; but, in all 
earnestness I propose that Senator Givens 
be selected as President of the Senate 


House of the Commonwealth Parliament. 


Senator Buzacorr.—lI second the 
‘motion. 
Senator GARDINER ( New South 


Wales) [3.21].—I think I would have 
done on this occasion as I did on the last 
occasion-on which Senator Givens was re- 
elected to the chair—that is, I would 
have allowed his election to go without 
comment, except that, the remarks of 
Senator Bakhap make it 
upon me not to permit his re-election to 
the Presidency of this Chamber to pass 
without commenting upon his’ un- 
fitness for the position. I realize that 
it is perhaps neither good taste, good 


tactics, nor good judgment to speak the. 


truth as one feels it. Senator Bakhap 
has praised Senator Givens’ many good 
points, as an occupant of the chair, and 
I do not dispute them. What I ¢com- 
plain of are his bad points. He has not 
filled the position with the dignity be- 
coming the President of this Senate, 
and, as regards his impartiality, I could 
relate several occasions when not only 
was he not fair, but he absolutely 


went out of his way to be unfair to my-— 


self personally. I quite realize that hon- 
orable senators may get over that by 
saying, “It serves you well right.” I 
do not mind the horse-justice and 
common-sense judgment of men who, 
ready to have theiw own way, and taking 
a rough and ready view of things, come 


to that conclusion. 


Imperative 


Senator Lyncu —You have heard the 


adage that no man is a 185 judge in : his 


own: case. 


¢ ’ 


ne 


‘moved the suspension of the 


Orders, 





Pastor) 


Let 
On one occasion, 


this Chamber by Senator Pearce, who 
so 


through all its stages at the one sitting. 
With the instinct “bat scents danger, I 


saw at once in the action of the Govern: 


ment, and in the Bill they were introduc-~ 
ing, what I believed to be an attempt to. 
manipulate the electoral system of this 
country for a particular purpose. 
in my place to protest against it. 


I rose 


idea of a President is that he is not the 
hack of a Government. He is not there 


to assist the Government to hurry their 


business through Parliament, but 
he is there to hold the balance evenly. 


The particular Bill which it was pro- 


posed to suspend the Standing Orders to 
pass had never been before us, and I took 


-oeasion, on the motion for the suspen- 


sion of the Standing Orders, to read the 
whole of that Bill to the Senate. I be- 
lieved it was my duty to do so, and, 
whether other honorable 
differently or not, they have no right: to 
trespass upon my ‘rights and my liberties 
when I am carrying out what I conceive 
to be my dutics 1 this Chamber. What 
happened? From the beginning of this 
Parliament there had been a_ well- 
grounded custom of having an interval 


for refreshments at ‘certain periods of 


the sitting. There was usually an ad- 
Journment for supper, but at a quarter to 
1 in the morning, when that adjournment 


took place on every other occasion during 


an all-night sitting, Mr. President, of his 
own volition, and in order to put a 
serious disability upon myself, refused to 
suspend the sliting. 

Senator E, D. 
putting a serious disability upon the 
Senate. 


Senator GARDINER. Exactly, but I 


was carrying out what I conceived to be 


that can be the judge of what his duty is. . 
I cannot. judge the duty of other hon-. 


y duty. When all is said and done, 
ih honorable senator is the only one 


_orable senators, nor can they judge mine. 


I did not mind the President dispensing 
with the usual short adjournment: ane Lee ence | iD ‘this 








GARDINER. — me suy : ad fy 
put’ he happens to know more about the 
ease than anybody else may know. 
me give an instance. 
wet about five minutes past 10 in the 
‘evening, a new Bill was introduced into 


“dispute its inane 


Standing | 


that the Bill might pass — 
_ chamber, 


tion, 


My. 


complacency: of a well-fe 
“JT have had my breakfast 


senators think. to assert the rights which | 


I was, removed from the 


MiiiEen. Tae as . 


“When the fac ; that : 
































































Senator, GARDINER 


eet hours had gone afte 
work. I then, as I alws 
conforming to : 
ruling, asked for the usual br 
journment; but, again on 
he’ suspended thai 
When’ I asked for it 
speaking from memory, 7 
keeping right to the be 
fast. was not ready, but 
later on. He left the cha 
that. When he again 
at about 9.30, I asked a, 
breakfast adjournment, and, witk 


Toa 


‘food was concerned, it was no 
bility to me to go without it 
perhaps longer. In fact, it; 
pi but ue ae: was ‘that 


10 at t mete and when I ee 


Orders gave me, I found myself 
*to an actual physical disability 
the unfairness of the gentle 
proposed as the occupant | of th 
I could eae we eee al umber 


the Chateibean’ The Stand 
en the President | is, the 


remy of THA? an “expl 


upon at least a dozen occa 
that explanation, but th 
vented me from making 
expulsion to the Senate, 
Standing Orders. ~ Can I 
a man praised for his ‘fai 
two glaring cases are on 
realize that what was done 
those cases met, with the app: 
orable senators supporting 
ment, because the view nes t 
with Eheirs: PW ¢ ‘ 
‘Senator Tomas. Sim 
were inconveniencing us. 
‘Senator GARDINER 


Ne 














sae praise him, tiene if he. 
oS) those new Standing Orders to 


c ing e unfairness of the Piderdent 
that occasion was to move at the next 
, is I could do under my right of 
e, for the removal of the incident 
1e records of the Senate. Mr. Pre- 


I pueon ite Leader of the Govern- 
a Bley oe not having Pe evdoe: me 
pportunity, which the Standing 
aba me. | I have not introduced 











































GARDINER. —It does look 
e it. What I have in my mind is a 
sire to express the truth that is in me. 
ay that Senator Givens, with many 
3 and even admirable ‘qualities for 


na) pies as pabalte mee a 
live’ to learn, as I have learnt it. I 
be allowed to point out some of the 
s in sane een cere Givens lacks 


he would r recall ane it is ue a 


his mate, ane Tuvloy, puke 
self in. He has been there 
“now, and [ suppose he has 
, circumstances: under which 
‘On that occasion I refused. 


1e person to be elected as 
the Senate. The. records of 
show that. that ig so. 1 
eeting of a section of the 
t the President beforehand, 
9m the position. The pis, 
senators when they meet, as 


fe Coin cus meeting. ue 


then stood up in his place and tried 


: valour. 
y; ee if he ad any length of 


at the party meeting in - 


all id and done, the. 
all is said and done to the position should be discharged. 


L be elected by the free vote. 
There should 


ge ae should not be the servant of a 
party. He should take his place as the | 


choice of the whole Senate. 


Senator Earue.—The honorable sena- 


tor is quite at liberty to nominate 


another senator if he thinks fit. 


Senator GARDINER.—I know I am; 
but when a party meets, as the Govern- 
ment party met this morning, and selects 


Senator Givens for the presidential chair, — 


and Senator Bakhap for the Chairman- 
ship of Committees vg 





Senator. Senror.—Ha’s not the honor- 


able senator been guilty of the same 
action himself ? 

Senator GARDINER.—As I. have 
already explained, when that occurred in 
our party I absented myself for the. 
simple reason that the position of Pre- 
sident should not be a party position, 
and that the President should hold him- 
self altogether aloof from party. 


Senator E."D, Mintten.—The fine to | 


Higied that declaration 
not now. 

Senator GARDINER.—It may have 
been, but had I raised my voice on that 
occasion I would have found myself in 
conflict with the views of other senators, 
and knowing the majority was against 
me, I. exercised that 


was then, and 


conflict with Senator Givens on many 
occasions, because of a difference of — 
opinion between us as to the manner in 
which the duties of the Fresident should © 
be discharged. I am not going to put 
all the blame on Senator Givens, for 
he will be President shortly, nor am. 
I going to take it all myself. Honorable 
senators are elected to represent 
people of their respective States—I re- 


present about 1,000,000 people—and asa 


Senate we have devised Standing Orders 
for the dis¢harge of our public business ; 
but Senator Givens’ desire is to ‘ boss” 

this Senate as a twenty-year-old . ae 
ganger ; gould boss a gang of navvies, or, 
shall I say, a gang of kanakas. That is 
not my view of how the duties attaahiiae 


hold ‘that it is not the business -of the. 
President to help the Government to rush | 
their. business through. His duty is to 


hold the balance evenly between all mem- 3 


bers of this chamber, and because he has | 
on occasions deflected on that course Ly 





wise discretion 
which is regarded as the better part of 
I have, as I have said, come into 


the 


Ley en 
i 
re 


4 
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have come into ‘conflict ee, No- 
body regrets these conflicts more than I 


do, but I am not going to make any pro-. 


mise that there will be none in the future, 


If there are any encroachments, no mat-— 


ter how minute they may be, upon the 
rights of elected members of this chamber, 


I shall raise my voice in protest, though 
I may have against me every pepe? 


anxious to catch his last tram and g 
home. 
as keenly . alerts to prevent infractions 
of our. privileges eas Mr. 
be alert to hurry the business of the Go- 
vernment through, irrespective of our 
rights. This is the reason for the dif- 
ferences of opinion between, us to which 
J have referred. Apart from this, Sena- 
tor Givens has frequently gone more than 
half way to meet us, but our differences 
in the Senate have never been carried 
beyond the floor of this chamber. I may 
be allowed to refer to the proceedings at 
what may be regarded as, perhaps, the 
most important and historic meeting of 
the Senate, namely, the meeting to pass a 
resolution of welcome to His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Walles. The motion 
submitted by the Government was open 
for discussion by everv member of this 
Chamber. Unfortunately, one of the prin- 
cipal titles enjoyed by His Royal High- 
ness was omitted from the address, and 
when Senator Thomas rose to point to 
this omission the President—I will not 
say he wanted to be insulting, but in. what 
I regarded as a most insulting way—en- 
deavoured to suppress the honorable sena- 
tor, though he knew that the motion 
could have been debated for hours. These 
are the incidents which, 
_ ment, prove that the nominee for the pre- 

sidential chair has, in the past, been more 
than a partisan. I had no personal de- 
sire to refer to them, I realize that Sena- 
tor Givens will be in. the chair for the 


next six years; and, God giving me health 


and strength, I shall be-where I am for 
the next six years, so, naturally, I do 
not want to say anything that wall make 
my position worse than it is. Senator 
_ Givens has all the instincts of the boss, 
_and very few of the President... Therefore 


I do not want to commence this session by — 


angry words. The Ministerial party meet- 
ing, I understand, has decided this mat- 
ter, and has decided also that Senator 


Bakhap shall be the Che of sae 


mittees.  ; 


Senator heaeic’ . 


‘doubt appreciate the position if 
I can promise that I shall ee 


resident may 
the position should be conteste 


In. my judg- . 


_ber, I have always had much 





































on 
ong oon 
By eee 3 Dd. Miuuey.— 
man, too. ie 
Scnmae GARDIN ER 


ualities, they are both 
fact, we are all good men. 
be here af we were not. T 
Standing Orders to aan 


afternoon, so Senator Givens 


wait a little longer befor be 
presiding officer of this Chambe 
not asked any honorable senat 
mission to nominate him, but 


to nominate one who, I think, ha 
qualifications for the position, 
over, is a returned soldier. I 
sure in nominating Senator Fo 
for a eee: if honorable St 


a soldier, and oar a 
one. In my State we have laid 
that el shalt be Bae to 
soldiers. 


manner Sas ¥ Woe 2 
nating Senator Foll, from Qu 


Duffy, that I am not a candi 
position of President: / 

Senator Grvens.—IL submit m 
the pleasure of the Senate, 


I diay és thank ose 
most sincerely for the high he 


fourth time to the position « 
this Chamber. I can Ass : 


am very highly, as q oon 
honorable senator would. I 


the Gor dune of the Uaioe of 


from honorable senators gener: 
am sure I shall have that an 
the future. I shall endeavou 

I have always endeavoured, to. 
honour and apie of the Se 


~ Ae 3 ee 
ly Aiea 









: Election of - 


ea eihidually and if I err at all, I 
or % will be 1 in favour of the minority 


? Bins Sty of the any officer to Sent 
as interests of minorities and individual 
| senators. 





“Senator Tiomas.—VYou did not do that 
. on the occasion when an address was being 
_ presented by this Chamber to His Royal 
* Highness the Prince of Wales. You did not 
look after my rights on that occasion. 


7 Bi ns 4 
feos PRESIDENT-ELECT, — I 
“not taking. part in any 
_ at this juncture, as I do not think 
ied this ish or the--place. As 
_ honorable senators know, when I occu- 
pied a seat on the floor of the cham- 
ber, I did not shirk my responsibilities, 
oe and ‘always entered into a controversy 
bf fa ree I considered the occasion demanded 
ibe I thank honorable senators most sin- 
Bey for the great honour they have again 
conferred upon me. I repeat that it will 
be my endeavour at all times to uphold 
the dignity of the Senate, and to protect 
the rights of individual senators, as well 
; a of the Senate itself. 
te 


ue Senator E. D. MILLEN (N ew South 
mi MWeles Minister for Repatriation) [3.42]. 
i —You referred just now, sir, to -your re- 
cognition of the fact that your restoration 
to the chair constituted a high honour, 
bs Sead you recognised. It does all that, 
A Teoee and I offer you, on behalf of the Govern- 
ws ‘ment and this Senate, our most hear ty 
congratulations on the fact that the Senate 
has, for the fourth time, conferred upon 
He eo! the greatest honour ib has in its pos- 
_ session to bestow. During the long period 
you have held the high and important 

. _ office of President, you have revealed 
Mc deien those who have’ been members of 
this Chamber before to-day the fact 
. that you possess. the necessary quali- 
‘fications, and I am 
you will continue to carry out your 1m- 
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controversy 






















the 












‘g portant duties in the impartial manner’ 


which has characterized your work in the 
| I have had a rather peculiar ex- 
i perience in this chamber under your presi- 
i ery: an experience that, has not been 
os - gained by any other member of the.Cham- 
ae _ ber. -I have been under you when the 
party to which I belonged was in a 
rs me minority, and I was charged with the re- 

24 ea of getting the business through 


confident that. 
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Although on some rare 
occasions I frequently thought you wrong” 
at the time, I found, after all, that you 
were merely correctly interpreting the 


' Standing Orders, which you, as their cus- 


todian, had a perfect right to do. I have 
also had experience, under your presi- 
dency, when more fortunately placed, and 
it has been borne in upon me that yon 
have always taken it to be your duty, as 
master of. the Senate and the custodian of 
the Standing Orders, to interpret them 
in a fair and impartial. manner. At 
times your decisions may not have 
had unanimous support, and it would be 
a travesty of language to say that you have 
not made some mistakes, which we are all 
liable to do. I could, if I so desired, say 
something concerning the doubts or diffi- 
culties that have arisen at different times. 
A perfect man has not yet been discovered, 
and if such a’ person were available, I 
doubt very much whether he would have 
secured selection. You, sir, will not claim 
to be free from those mistakes which are 
common to us all; but we are justified in 
coming to the definite conclusion that it 
is because your work in the past has been 
of such a satisfactory nature that we are 
again asking you to occupy the position of 
President. I express the' hope that in 
your forthcoming term of office matters 
will proceed as well and as pleasantly to 
you and to the Senate as they have done 
in the past. 


Senator GARDINER (New. South 
Wales) [3.45]—On behalf of the whole 
of the Opposition, I join in congratulat- 
ing you, sir, on your election, and although 
it is against my judgment and against my 
will, I bow to the wish of the majority of 
honorable senators. Having secured the 
selection, I recognise that you are entitled, 
not only to. be congratulated, but to be 
treated in a proper manner, as J dm sure 
you will be on every occasion. We shall 
always recognise that the position you 
have secured has been fairly won, and, so 
far aS your party 1s concerned, you have 
received its unanimous indorsement. 


PRESENTATION OF THE 
PRESIDENT TO THE — 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [3.46]. 
—I have to announce that His Excellency 
the Governor-General is in attendance in 


\ 
\ 


i 
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the Parliamentary iba Be for ihe pur- 


pose of receiving the President of the 
Senate. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 


T. Givens).—I shall proceed forthwith to 
present myself as the choice of the Senate 
to His Excellency the Governor-General 
in the Parliamentary Library, and I shall 
be glad if honorable senators who can 
conveniently do so will accompany me. 


Sitting suspended from 3.47 to 4ab p.m. 


The Senate having re-assembled, 

The PRESIDENT.—I desire to an- 
nounce to the Senate that, accompanied 
by honorable senators, I presented my- 
self to His Excellency the Governor- 
General as. the choice of the Senate for 
the position of President of this Cham- 
ber. His Excellency was pleased to ex- 
tend to me his congratulations. 


The Present read prayers. 


ASSENT TO BILLS. 


the following 


Assent reported. to 


Bills :-— 
Parliamentary Allowances Bill 1920. 
Oil Agreement Bill. 
Committee of Public A dooants Bill. 
Appropriation Bill 1919-20. 
Supply Bill (No. 1) 1920-21. 
War Gratuity Bill. 
War Loan Bill. 


ADDRESS TO BB.AY Ta PRINCE 
OF WALES. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens ).—I have to inform the Senate 
that in the album containing the address 
to His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales I placed a copy of the flashlight 
photograph taken at the time of the pre- 
sentation of the address, and I have since 
received the following letter from the 
Secretary to His Royal Highness :— 


Melbourne, 12th June, 1920. 


The President of the Senate, 
Parliament House, Melbourne. 


Mr. President, 

T am directed | by the Prince of Wales. to 
acknowledge with sincere thanks the beauti- 
fully bound and illuminated album containing 
the address of the Senate of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, His Royal Highness has been 
much interested in the photograph which you 
have had inserted upon the blank page, and 
thoroughly approves the idea of adding it to 
the album. 


[SENATE, 1 


| Senate? ? 


‘terest, should be published. 


the 


party (Mr. 


if he will lay on the table all correspond- 





Resignation of Treasurer. = 
Will you please convey his cordial acknow- re 
ledgments to all honorable members a ear a 


vi keg) oie 
hie 


I am, your obedient servant, scat 
E. W. M. GRIGG, Lieutenant- Colonel, 


Secretary to His Royal Highness the Prince " 
of Melee, BE Leh . 


RESIGNATION OF TREASURER. o 


Senator E. D, MILLEN (New ‘South: 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [4.10]. 
—(By leave.)—I desire to inform theSen- _ 
ate that the Right Hon. W. A. Watt, ~ 


P.C., tendered his resignation as a member a 


of ihe Ministry, and that the resignation, ee 


having been submitted to His Excellency 


the Governor-General, has been accepted. _ 
I desire to say, with reference to thig mat- 
ter, that it is the wish and intention “of ny 
the Government to make public the cables _ 
which have passed between them and their 
late colleague. There are, however, cer- _ 
tain portions of those cables which it is 
not thought desirable, in the public in- 
‘In order 
that only such portions,, as for the 
reason indicated, should be deleted, La 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) . 

proposes to ask the Leader of the Op- 
position in another place (Mr. Tudor), 
and the Leader of the Country” ‘A 

McWilliams), to associate 
themselves with him in editing the cables, 
in order that there may be an assurance ~ 
that the only portions of the cables de- 
leted shall be those which ought not to be 
published, and which have no bearing ce 
upon the controversy itself. I anticipate 
that action will be taken in this matter in 
another place to-morrow. af 

Senator Garprner.—Are we to be 
ignored in the matter? oh A a aa 


Senator MJILLEN.—Yes. 
Later: 


Senator GARDINER. ae pane 
Leader of the Government in the Senate 





















ence passing between Mr. Watt and Mr. 
Hughes relative to, or which preceded, 
the resignation of Mr, Watt, and whether 
he will also lay on the table all cable- 
grams sent to other bodies in Great. 
Britain by Mr. Hughes which may nave 
been in conflict with Mr. Wate ey 
sonal representations. ‘ 
Senator E. D. MILLEN. aa, hav f 
already informed the Senate of the in- 
tention of the Government on this mat- 





















_ Postmaster- General’ s 


Rl ay not. propose to make any addi- 
pe tion to the statement I have already 
x made. 
_ POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S 
| DEPARTMENT. . 


ria] 
oeney AND SuBpuRBAN TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


a Ne PRATTEN.—I ask the Leader 
of the Senate whether he has obtained the 
information I asked for before the last 
adjournment of the Senate relative to the 
amount of money that has been placed at 
| the disposal of the Postmaster-General 
- for the resuscitation of the Sydney and 
suburban telephone services. 
- Senator MILLEN.—It is so long since 
the question was put that I may plead 
almost guilty to having overlooked the 
matter. If the honorable senator will 
give me the opportunity at our next sit- 
_ ting, I shall see whether the information 
for which he asks can then be made avail- 


oe able. 


Gy 


£ 


PAPERS. 
The following papers were presented :— 


if ~ Convention for the control of the trade in 

arms and ammunition, together with Pro- 

_ tocol. 

‘i ‘Convention relating to the liquor traffic in 

Africa, together ‘with Protocol. 

a Customs Act— 

_ * Proclamation, dated 19th May, 1920, re- 

‘ -voking previous proclamations relating 

to the exportation of certain goods. | 

Proclamation, dated 19th May, 1920, re- 

© voking so much of proclamation of 29th 

- > November, 1916, as relates to the expor- 
tation of ‘High- -speed Tool Steel. 

eB ‘dated 19th May, 1920, re- 
-voking so much of proclamation of ‘17th 

October, 1917, as relates to the exporta- 

is Parra. tion vot Manufactures of Metals, 

8 Proclamation, dated 19th May, 1920, pro- 
hibiting exportation (except under cer- 
tain conditions) of Cheese, and revoking 
proclamation of 6th November, 1918. 

Proclamation prohibiting exportation (ex- 
cept under certain conditions) of Fruit 
(fresh or Eppescryed J, Fruit Pulp, and 


dred ean, 
-_. Regulations amended.—Statutory Rules 
1920, No. 97. 


ts Declaration modifying the agreement of 10th 
September, 1919, between the Allied and 
Associated Powers with regard to the cost 
i of liberation of the Territories of the 
ey _ former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 

- Declaration modifying the agreement of 10th 
September, 1919, between the Allied and 
‘Associated Powers with regard to the 
- Italian reparation payments, 

_ Defence Act.—Regulations amended.—Statu- 
tory Rules 1920, Nos. 77, 79, 83, 88, 90, 
ei 91, and: 96. | 





bh 
me 
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Economies Royal Commission—Comments by 
certain officers on First Progress Report; 
also comments by the Hon. W. Webster 
and the Hon. G. H. Wise in connexion 
with the reports of officers of the Post- 
master/General’s Department. 


Income Tax and Estate Duty, Financial 
‘Year 1918-19.—Particulars. of ‘amounts 
paid, &e. 


Income Tax—Royal Commission.—Index. to 
the seven instalments of the Minutes of 
Evidence and Appendices. (Paper pre- 
sented to British Parliament.) 

Lands Acquisition Act—Land acquired at— 
Cottesloe, Western Australia—For Postal 

purposes. 
Lismore, Victoria—For Postal purposes. 
Quairading, Western Australia — For 
Postal purposes. \ 

Naval Defence Act.—Regulations amended. 
—Statutory Rules 1920, Nos. 47, 48, 49, 
51, 58, and 81. 

Northern Territory— | 
Ordinance No. 13, of 

Court (No. 2). 
Ordinances of 1920— 

No. 2.—Birds Protection. 

No. 4.—Dog. — 

No. 5.—Pastoral Leases. 

Papua.—Ordinance No. 11, of 1919.—Native 
Taxes. 

Peace Treaty with Roumania, 
Paris, 9th December, 1919. 

Post and Telegraph Act. — Regulations 
amended.—Statutory Rules 1920, Nos. 29, 
ot Bly BE Od) O35. 005 G2 hay 75, 86, and 
87. 


1919—Supreme 


signed af 


\Procés-Verbal of the Deposit of Ratifica- 


tions of the Treaty with Poland. 
‘Procés-Verbal of the Deposit of Ratifica- 
tions of the Treaty of Peace with Ger- 
many. 
Protocol signed by Germany, 10th rhea 
1920, at Paris. 
Public Service Act— 
Appointments and Promotions— 
F. L. Jones, Prime Minister’s Depart- 


ment. 
R. <A. Harrison, Department of the 
Treasury. 
F. Tooth, Department of Trade and Cus- 
toms. 
Regulations amended. — Statutory Rules 


1920, Nos. 84 and 98, 
Railways Act.—By-law No. 14... 
War Gratuity Act.—Regulations——Statu- 
tory Rules 1920, No. 85. 


‘War Precautions Act.—Regulations amended 


—Statutory Rules 1920, No, 94. 
War Service Homes Act.—Land acquired 
at— 
Alexandria, New South Wales. 
Goulburn, New South Wales. 
Tpswich, Queensland. 
Moonah, Tasmania. $ 
Normanhurst, New South Wales. 
War-time Profits Tax Assessment Act.—Re- 
gulations amended.—Statutory Rules 1920, 
No, 76 . 
Wireless Telegraphy Act. — Regulations 
amended.—Statutory Rules 1920, No. 68. 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE. — 


MosinizaTIoN AND VEHICLE STORES, 
SEYMOUR. 


a Senator NEWLAND presented the re, | 


port of the Parliamentary Standing Com- 
mittee on Public Works, together with 
minutes of evidence, relating to the pro- 
posed erection of mobilization and vehicle 
' stores at Seymour, Victoria. ’ 


_ SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 


Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [4.15]. 


Sods moves— 


That the Senate, at its ree adjourn igh ike 
; Wednesday, 21st July: 


In submittine this motion, I wish to 
re b) 


place before honorable senators the rea-— 


sons which render such a course both de- 
sirable and necessary. They will nctice, 
from the appearance of our business- 
paper, that, owing probably to the ex- 
pedi‘ion with whith the Senate ordi- 
narily addresses itself to its labours, we 
have cleared up the measures with which 
we were called upon to deal prior to the 
last adjournment. We dealt with the Navi- 
gation Bill, the Immigration Bill, and 
the Aliens Registration Bill. Those mea- 
sures have been sent on to 
branch of the Legislature, and it is not 
possible or convenient to present any of 
them for the consideration of this 
Chamber until they have been dealt with 
in another place. On looking over the 
matters for discussionj in “the other 
branch of the Legislature, I cannot. see 
that there is the “slightest, possibility of 
any business coming to the Senate from 
another Place before the date to which I 


propose the Sena‘e should adjourn at its’ 


rising to-day. The chances of our re- 
ceiving business from another place be- 
fore that time are so remarkably shght 
that I have no hesitation in saying that 
it would ke a mistake for the Senate. to 
adjourn for a shorter period than I pro- 
pose in the motion I have submitted. ‘I 
am reluctant, as are honorable senators 
generally, to call the Senate back unless 
there is some work for us ta do. I am 
still more reluctant 1c ask honorable 
senators to travel over half a continent 
for the purpose of doing one day’s work 
in a week, and then returning to their 
homes again. It seems to me that if the 
adjournment I propose is agreed to there 
will be a reasonable prospect that, upon 
our re-assembling, the Senate will be able 
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to get to seach upon ‘he bus 
lation for which it. exist 
chad been any chance o 
work to do earlier, Lie 
proposed a, shorter: adjournmeni 
view of all the circumstances. 
is better to submay Heist “3 
moved. 
Senator GARDINER aN 1 
Wales) [4.18].—The motion 
that the Senate shall adjon 
21st July. There is only on 
which I should like to refer, 
to remind the Minister for Rey 
(Senator E. D, Millen) that, if 
Bill is wanted, the Senate 
civen ample time for its 


Supply measures, and that 
senators should not be required 
dinate themselves as to meet t 
of the Government or of anot. 


1 aie 
“Senator LYNCH. i, ale the 
representing the Minister for ft 
Customs whether the provisic 
Navigation Act, which have ec 


or whether their OnenbGen 
In abeyance until after the. 
ference now sitting? — ri 

Senator RUSSELL. ie 
tion of the N avigation | Av 


which Rensiee eae a 
claimed in force at an early ¢ 
tical experience has shown thi 
possible to administer the © 
Act around Australia during ¢ 
dearth of shipping in Austral 
The early proclamation of mo 
provisions of the Act is en 
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nout any ships at all. We want Aus- 
an ships trading around our coast 
er Au ‘eee conditions, py it is of 


ee of picts aald leave our 
ail be wi pent shipping facilities. I 


san os ee to promise. an “early 
ae of the remaining provi- 
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es 
RATION OF SuppLy—VISIT OF PRINCE 
F WALES TO DASHANIA RESIGNATION 
\E Mr. Wart. 


Senator E> D. MILLEN (New South 
Vales—Minister for Repatriation) [4.21]. 
-In moving— 

hat the Senate do now adjourn, 


hich, perhaps, owing to my own care- 
essness, I missed when the previous mo- 
ion tie keing put, to reply to the point 
ich has been raised by Senator Gar- 
ier. Upon inquiry I learn that we 
dy have Diels until the end of this. 
onth, and that consequently we shall 
ble to-carry on the Commonwealth 
ces till the middle of next month. 
i tee Gardiner eg Soa Eig see 


embling of ths Senate to enable us to 
discuss the next Supply Bill when 
aches us from the other Chamber. 

nator KEATING (Tasmania) [4.22]. 
desire to ask the Minister represent- 
the Prime Minister a question which 


it upon.the business-paper. But, 
that the Senate will not meet to- 
w, 1 am obliged to bring it forward 
Tt relates to the present visit of 
rince of Wales to Australia. 
riginal itinerary was altered con- 
nt upon ‘the, week’s rest. which was 
orced upon His Royal Highness in 
Melbourne, representations 
made to the Federal authorities by the 
7 Tasmanian Government, representations 
a sti strongly supported by the people of the 
I th-west, : and west coasts of that State, 
be: oy fo eae the time pl coted 


would like to take the opportunity, 


ordinary circumstances I might \ 


Before _ 


had. been — 
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Vee the Prince’s Tasmanian visit  ex- 


tended, even if only by one day, so as to 


enable a very large portion of the popu- 


lation of the island to have an oppor- 
tunity of welcoming him. Notwithstand- 
ing the alterations which have been made 
in the Royal itinerary, I understand that 
representations have again been made 
upon the matter by the Government of 
Tasmania, and that those representations 
have been similarly supported. Together 
with other Federal representatives of that, 
State, I have taken part in submitting 
these representations, but until a day or — 
two ago I regarded the possibility of their 
success as being quite hopeless because if 
the Royal visit to Tasmania were ex- 
tended by even twenty-four hours the 
Queensland itinerary would be inter- 
fered with. However, I have since 
gathered from a statement in the press 


that the Government of New South Wales — - 


are making representations to the Com- 
monwealth with a view to securing a 

second visit of the Prince to Sydney for 

the purpose either of opening or of wit- 

nessing the opening of the State Parlia- 

ment there. If such representations are 

made, and if as a result alterations are 

effected in the itinerary of His Royal - 
Highness, I ask that serious regard should 

be given to prior and very strong repre- 
sentations which have been made by the ~ 
Government of Tasmania. I do not de- 
sire to deprive the people or the Govern- 
ment of New’ South Wales of any plea- 
sure or’profit that they may derive from 
a second visit by the Prince of Wales to 
that State, but, in my judgment, it is 
essential that as many of the people of 
Australia as possible should be afforded 
an opportunity to participate in the wel- 
come to His Royal Highness during his 
visit to this country. I ask the Minister,’ 
therefore, ‘to: convey to his colleagues, 

and particularly to the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) ‘the desirableness of giving 
the most favorable consideration to the 
earler representations from Tasmania in. 
regard to a brief extension of the Royal. 
visit to that State. 


\ 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
resident. of the Executive Council) _ 
[4.25].—Replying to the remarks_ of 


Senator Keating, I cannot hold out any 
hope of an alteration in the arrangements 

which have already been made in connex- — 
ion with the Royal visit to Australia. 
The original programme for the Prince 

provided for three full clear days at Syd- — 
ney sas the conclusion of his tour. In the © 


\ ‘ 


5 
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very early arrangement of the itinerary | 
recognised that the time allotted, to/the 
Royal visit was altogether too short to 
enable the Prince to get over a country 
like Australia. Prior, therefore, to fix- 
ing one date we suggested an extension 
of the time covered by the Royal visit by 
at least a fortnight, and, after consider- 
ing the claims of all parts of the Com- 
monwealth, we submitted a programme to 
the Prince by wireless. That progfamme 
has been finalized, and I have been re- 
quested to put forward no more applica- 
tions for new tours. I quite recognise 
that Burnie is an important port of Tas- 
mania, with a great future before it, and 
I would very much like the Prince of 
Wales to see it. But there are other im- 
portant places such as Maryborough and. 
Rockhampton, which I would have liked 
him to visit in order that his tour might 
' not have been confined to the coastal cities 
of Australia. That, however, has been 
found to be impossible, and, consequently, 
I appeal to honorable senators not to 
make requests for any further extension 
of a tour which has already proved too 
heavy a burden for the Prince. I under- 
stand that an application has already 
been received from Tasmania upon. this 
subject, and if Senator Keating wishes me 
to do so, I will push it at his risk, and the 
risk of the Tasmanian people, but I can- 
not. do so with any enthusiasm, nor can I 
hold out any hope that the itinerary 
already arranged will be altered. 


Senator E. D. Mruten.—The Prince of 


Wales will not make a second visit to 
Sydney. § 
Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales) [4.28].—Realizing the importance 
of the matter which has been mentioned 
by Senator Keating, I exceedingly regret 
that His Royal Highness the Prince ; of 
Wales has not seen more of Australia it- 
self and less of our coastal cities. 

I rose, however, to speak upon another’ 
matter, namely, the resignation from the 
Ministry of Mr. Watt. There can be no 
question that that resignation is one of 
the most astounding facts which has oc- 
curred for a long time in the political 
life of this country. Up to date, the 
conditions under which he has resigned 
have been kept in the dark. Even in the 
correspondence which is to be laid on the 
table of the House of Representatives 

Senator E. D. Minuzx.—And upon the 
table of the Senate. 





[SENATE.] 


Adjournment. 


Senator GARDINER. ma 60 ne 
of that correspondence will be laid upon 
the table of this Chamber as may be. 
agreed to by the Prime Minister, (Mr. 
Hughes), the Leader of the C Saintye 


HAY 
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us 


party (Mr. McWilliams), and the Leader Bf 


of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) elsewhere. 
I may be wrong, but I think that the time — 
has gone by when Australia’s | Wuseebeg. 
should be transacted in secret. The EB 
ter we are discussing is an Australian mat- — 
ter, and the public. are waiting patientl 

for full information upon it, and ma 
merely for such information as.may be — 
agreed. to by two or three eee in 
another place. 


" 4 ‘ 


Senator THomas.—The honorable sena- eg 


tor will get it all to-morrow, r 
Senator GARDINER.—I learn eons 
the press that the National party have 
already had it before them in Caucus. If 
so, that is an outrage upon our ae i ery 
mentary traditions. This is the ee 
where that information should have been 
first submitted. I, venture to say at 
honorable senators opposite know a good 
deal more about this matter than I aoe 
although they have no more right to en 
information that I have as a public man. 
Further, as the Senate will not fae 
again ine three weeks, I shall nob be — 
affor ded a chance of obtaining it. So far 
as the quarrel between Mr, Watt and the 
Prime Minister is concerned, I candidly 
acknowledge that I revel in it. I like 
to see these gentlemen at loggerheads, ~ 
and I anticipate a good time leat 
Mr. Watt returns to Australia. 1 jam 
told that Mr. Watt went to England upon 
an important mission for this country, 
and certainly no man with the responsi- | 
pility which he carried would haye re- 
signed his position without graye cause, 
Senator Earte—lIf he were in good. 
health. anne’ 
Senator GARDINER. — The ae Midis 
brain of Senator Earle suggests a resisoit 
for Mr. Watt’s resignation, 
Senator EKarrtz.—I make no sievestam 
Senator pe Larcin.—lt is a reasonable 
suggestion. 
Senator GARDINER—_If t 
there would be no occasion to make it. 
Senator Earre+—I made the sey 
tion for the honorable senator’s sake. © 
Senator GARDINER.—It is assumed Ne 
that Mr. Watt went to Great Britain 
upon an important mission. a ete 
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“senator does. 
-pE. Lareit.—The 
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| Bee But here ig a 
rentle an holding a very high position 
“only in this Parliament, but in the 


impt rtant mission, ped one seriously 
ecting our finances. 
Nh? Why, the public of this coun- 
le sooner, therefore, that we get 
ym the air of mystery by which 
ae business is surrounded and put 


cts before the public the better. 
 Sevror. —What a vivid ae 





ee to tell me what Mr. Watt’s 
. really was. He does not know. 
ator ‘Senor. ~—Mr. Watt stated it 
clearly in another Chamber, and 
ab Ses meeting in the Melbourne 


Ras a han cite an pita 
1 mission. But there is quite a 
e ‘of important financial missions 
ess at the present time. What I 
) know is, why Mr. Watt was 
; 0 England, “why it was necessary 
a man of his character and at- 
‘to act as plenipotentiary for 
‘and why it became necessary 
of his powers, and to give him 
is of 2 ‘a telegraph messenger. a 
ble senators aaa ‘do not 
; aan them. They are perfectly 

sfied with this juggling with mys- 


2! ah 


d with the great ha ar ee business 


0 on are 


the position | the better. If 


1 by all means let us know. ri 


io: 


Senator 
as interjected that ‘E have a vivid 

MeL can easily imagine that 
tt Ek a to England 
: id thee between ce ata 


pes oe 


way out. 


Who will foot — 


; Watt's. mission was a big financial — 


vith a view. 


Adjournment. 2465 


‘ he found that Britain wanted the bill 
footed at once, and the cash paid. I can 


imagine that he then discovered that 
notwithstanding his very great ability he 
had failed in his mission, and that a 
quarrel with Mr. Hughes was the. best 
There are a hundred things 
which a man can imagine, but there 
should be no room left for imagination. — 
The facts should be put before the pub- 
lic. Js there anything connected with 
the financial dealings of the Common- 
wealth which the public should not 
know? ‘This is the only opportunity — 
that I shall have of speaking upon 
the matter for three weeks, and 
that is why I am addressing my- | 
self to it as being the most important 
question in political circles — to-day. 
I refer to the astounding resignation of. 
Mr. Watt, as to the cause of which the 
public have been given no information 
whatever. I know that the members of 
the Ministerial party were given the in- 
formation at their meeting yesterday, or 


so the papers say. Although the papers 


are always wrong in reporting our 
meetings, I can ueasonabili assume that 
they are right in reporting the meetings 
of the other side, because the other side 
are their party, and they are that party’s 
press. I am assuming that the statement 
is correct—that the Ministerial party 
had the full text of the business put 
before them at a private meeting of the 
party. ‘That, in itself; was an outrage 
on parliamentary procedure. 

Senator Sunror.—You have frequently 
taken part in such outrages, and nae 
never objected. 

Senator GARDINER.—If the oan 
able senator can bring before me one 
instance where, in our party; private 
correspondence between the Prime Min- 
ister and anybody else was laid before a 
party meeting, I shall apologize for what 
IT am saying, ‘but iT challenge the honor- 


- able senator ‘to do so. 
er. we pa away Bega secrecy the 


‘ The sooner the public of this. 
iven a-clear, candid state-_ 


Senator Tromas —What does the me 


orable senator mean by “ private” tele- 
erams? : eh 
Senator GARDINER.—There | has 


of a private, or even of a public, nature 


between the Prime Minister and CBs fell 
_ body else have been laid before our meet- 


ings. We have always had enough con- 


| fidence in our leaders not to require that 


sort a pene 


Naas 


Oe iw ay HS i ee LY 


never been an instance where telegrams te 
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HSisator Lyncu.—Do you not. re- the es Sse ‘dle commen a 


member that meeting, which ended at 3 
o’elock in the morning, at the time of the 
“narting of the ways’? 

Senator GARDINER.—If the honor- 

able senator recalls that meeting, he will 
‘admit that no departmental correspond-, 
ence of any kind was produced there, nor 
was it produced at any other meeting at 
which the honorable senator and myself 
were present. 

Senator THomas.—I am afraid the 
honorable senator very often ignores his- 
tory and despises facts. 


Senator GARDINER.—I can quite 
understand that interjection. I invite 


the honorable senator to tell me of any 
oecasion on which departmental corre- 
spondence was produced at our .Caucus. 
I have a very keen memory, and [ in- 
vite Senator Thomas, whose memory is 
even keener than mine, not to allow that 
interjection to stand by itself. Mr. 
Watt took one of the chief officers of the 
Commonwealth with him. He undertook 
a responsible business. J do not know 
what that business was. He may have 
had to deal with the wool business, or to , 
undertake the flotation of a loan in 
Great Britain. That has not been pub- 
licly stated; but, whatever he had to 
deal with. it has evidently failed, so far’ 
as Mr. Watt is concerned, because he is 
not there to carry it out. As ‘this Cham- 
ber is not to meet for three weeks, the 
Minister in charge of the Senate might, 
in reply, give us at least all the informa. 
tion that he has in his possession. I 
invite him to tell the Senate what Mr.. 
Watt’s. mission was. What. was- he 
selected to do? Did he fail in ‘what he 
‘was selected to do? If so, has the matter 
fizzled out altogether, or is. somebody 
else to be sent, or will all the Ministry 
be sent? If I had my way, I would 
send the Ministry and all their followers. 


i ask Senator Millen to give us these 
‘simple facts. Will he state what the 
financial business was that Mr. Watt . 


went away to deal with; and will he also 
tell us who is interested in that financial 
business? Is it Mr. Hughes, Mr. Watt, 
and two or three others, or is it the 
people of Australia? 

- Senator PRATTEN (N ew South Wales) 
[4.40]._I believe the report of the 
Economies Commission has been printed © 
and placed before honorable senators; 
and I think I am voicing the views of a. 
good many now present when I express 
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report by the officers” com el 
I rose parti 


the ceeHiOn of cnberaal'e tual ‘Sane 
in relation ‘to the Bill whic ch w passed 
just prior to the. jase alan ment, — 


under the bean We ae 4, 
formation that the Government 
South Wales have p c 


in London. We ah had the inf 


will have to i very sien 
money there. We have the fu 
formation that British isa 


seas aifeoul: for the Comr 
to borrow money abroad at this 


the Government as a very fe 
haps before the Senate meets 
launch another internal loan- 
to launch in Australia th 
£20,000,000, power for which 
them six weeks ago. A grea 
consideration is required r 
terms upon which that loa 
launched. I, for one, was in fs 
placing on the statute-book. the 
sory Loan Bill, which went 1 
through the House of Repr 
during the last Rarhament. » . 
will be : necessary inthe not diste 
to have compulsion behind the : 
internal loans. believe so 
son, that up to now we have r 
£200, 000,000, speaking from 
means of internal loans in 
purely and solely by volunta: 


ste have ape A hanetbad tou ; 
but could well afford to do 
several inst nees of men hg 
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} “le much higher ‘rate of interest out- 
side: than it would earn if it were 
its put. into Commonwealth loans. I believe 
sf there is a comparatively large section 
- of the wealth of Australia that yet needs 
drawing on in connexion with our national 
necessities, and I hope the Government 
Ro will-consider the question of completing 
the Compulsory Loan Bill and passing it 
_ through Parliament, in order to have the 
_ -Teserve power to call upon that reserve 
wealth should they need-it. I do not 

pee in ee, fogging the volun- 


















aa Dc ostk and of all Hilt haa 
effort has done for Australia in connexion 


“with war loans, to ask that voluntary 
_ effort to. do’ too much, when there is in 
| the. community, to my ‘knowledge, this re- 
serve wealth that has not done its fair 
share. I have not the remotest idea of 
what is in the mind of the Government 
in connexion with the forthcoming loan, 
but it seems reasonably certain that, in 
order to make a success of ‘the loan, in 
view of the financial position of the heed 
jo-day, a higher rate of interest will have 
aN to. be offered. i hope the Government 
will not launch further loans free of taxa- 
tion. I think that is bad m principle. 













ciently attractive to make the loan suc- 


- cessful, but, in ensuring this, the 
ie Government must devise some means 
-y will _not depreciate 
loan stock. At pre- 








‘iy that stock has been a great deal 
_ depreciated, by from 25 per cent. to 5 
Hs per cent., and even in one or two cases 
aby” nearly 10 per cent. If the Government 
‘float a new internal -loan without 
the gravest consideration of all the sur- 


* 
ae 


i. rosnding circumstances, the present stock 
f 


will be ‘further depreciated, and it may: 






be possible, taking an extreme case, to 
_ depreciate the present £200,000, 000 
_ worth of war loan stock by 10 per cent., 
Rifor’ the sake of raising an immediate 
‘£20,000,000. I am bringing this matter 
‘under the attention of the Government, 
‘im view of the fact that the Senate will 
‘not meet ; for another three weeks, and of 








1s earning a. 





: I hope the rate of interest will be ‘suffi-- 


the possibility that, as we have pdssed 
the necessary Loan Bill, the loan may be 
launched before we meet again. I want, 
therefore, to place upon record my views 
in connexion with the very delicate finan- 
cial position that may be created. Per-— 
sonally, | am in favour of an early con- 
sideration of the conversion of the whole » 
-of our indebtedness, but I do not think 
it will be fair to that section of the com- 
munity which has responded so liberally 
to our appeals for internal loans, to 
depreciate the security which they hold 
through the fact that our present finan- 
cial requirements are so acute.’ I ad- 
dress these remarks to the Minister in 
charge of the Senate, in the hope that 
consideration will be given to them by the 
Acting Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook). I 
feel very strongly that the present finan- 
cial position is critical from many stand- 
points, and I hope that no extreme action 
will be taken by the Government which 
would have the effect of depreciating the 
present position of war-loan scrip-holders. , 
Senator RusseLtt.—Mr. President——— 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—Order! The honorable 
senator has already spoken. 
Senator Russzetyt.—Honorable senators 
will understand that it is not through 
any lack of courtesy that I do not reply. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at 4.50 p.m. 


House of Representatives. ° 
Thursday, 1 July, 1920. 


Mr. Spraxer (Hon. Sir Elliot Johnson) 
took’ ‘the chair at. 3: pim.,. and.” read 
prayers. | 

SIR ELLIOT JOHNSON. 

CoNGRATULATIONS ON KNIGHTHOOD. 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Minis. 
ter and Attorney-General) [3.1].—On 
behalf of my colleagues and myself, and ~ 
I am sure with the concurrence of all the 
members of the House, I tender you, 
Mr. Speaker, the heartiest congratula- 
tions on the conferring upon you by His 
Majesty of the honour of which you have 
recently been the recipient. You have 
been a member of this House for many 
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year s, and have occupied for a very lonz 
time the high and honorable position of 
its presidin officer. It is gratifying, 
therefore, to us that you have been thus 
honoured, and you have our good wishes 
in its enjoyment. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.2] I sup- 
port the Prime Minister in the expres- 
sions of congratulation to you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the honour that has been 
conferred upon you. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [3.3]. 
—On behalf of the Country party, Mr. 
Speaker, I add my congratulations to 
those of the Prime Minister and the 
Leader of the Opposition, and I express 
the hope that you and Lady Johnson may 
“ay long enjoy the honour conferred on 


Me SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot 
Johnson).—Mr. Prime Minister, the hon- 
orable member for Yarra, the honorable 
member for Franklin—I greatly appre- 
ciate your words of congratulation in 
* connexion with the honour which His 
Majesty the King has been pleased to 
bestow upon me. I regard that honour, 
not only asa recognition of my own public 
service, but also as a recognition of the 
status of the Parliament of the Common- 
wealth, and on that account I appreciate 
it as much as for any personal reason. 
thank you, gentlemen, for your commen- 
datory references, and honorable mem- 
bers generally, for the cordial way in 
which they were received. 


RESIGNATION OF TREASURER. 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Minis- 
ter and Attorney-General) [3.4] Since 
the adjournment, the right honorable 
member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt) has 
resigned the portfolio of Treasurer. This 
matter was brought by me before the 
Cabinet; and Ministers, while much re- 
eretting that the ‘honorable gentleman 
could not continue in the Ministry, felt 
that they had no option but to recom- 
mend His Excellency the Governor- 


General to accept the resignation, and it’ 


has been accepted. I propose to make a 
statement about the matter to-morrow. 


Mr. Tuvor.—Will the Prime Minister : 


make available to every honorable mem- 
ber, by laying them on the table of the 
House, the cablegrams which: have passed 
between him or any other Minister and 
the ex-Treasurer, and between any mem- 


Resignation of [REPRESENTATIVES.} 
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Treasurer.) Game 





ber of thie Ministry and the British | 
vernment ? ma 
Mr, Fenton.—And ieee if. any. Mane 2.2 
Mr. HUGHES.—The course suggest 2d 
is, so far as I know, without precedent ; te 
but my late colleague has expressed the: 
desire that these communications shall be — 
laid on the table, and I shall be glad to — 
make them public, subject, however, to a — 
reservation which will, I think, commend Hn 
itself to every honorable member, “Nos 
cables have passed between this Govern- 
ment and the, British Government which — 
have gone through any other Minister — 
than myself. But the file is a somewhat _ 
bulky one. It contains much matter — 
that is unconnected with the resignation, — 
such as items of news, which were of in- ~ 
terest to the honorable member for Bala- _ 
clava while he was on his voyage, and it — 
contains also matters of a nature which ate 
would not be in the public. interest to 
disclose. I propose to lay on the table | 
only such communications as may be rele- _ 
vant to the resignation, and the disclosure _ 
of which will not prejudice the Common- 
wealth -in its relations with Great Britain — 
or with foreign countries. In order that — 
the people may know that nothing has — 
been suppressed that is material and rele- — 
vant, except such communications as could i . 
not be laid on the table without prejudice — 
to the public interest, I suggest that the 
file be edited by the Leader of the Tbe 
party (Mr. Tudor), the Leader of the , 
Country party (Mr. McWilliams), and me, a 
and that, when it has been so edited, it be 
laid on the table, and the papers printed. 
The correspondence will then be available — 
to the people of Australia, and a pian 
make a statement in regard to. ips 


BALLARAT ELECTORAL DIVISION. | 
Vorance or Exxction—Issuz OF ps | 


Writ. H 

The CrirerK laid on the Bis an office 
copy of the order of the Court of Dis- 
puted Returns declaring void the election, — 
on the 13th December last, of Edwin 4 
Thomas John Kerby as member for the 
electoral division of Ballarat. Bee tb ae : 















Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John. ley 
son) informed the House that on the 8th — 
June last, he had issued a writ oar 
election of a member to serve in. ‘the ae 


ouse ee i 
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Assent to Bills. 
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| ik Mot ination, 23rd June; date of ee 
— 10th July; and the return of the writ, on 
Lag “eae 20th July.. 


ASSENT ‘TO BILLS. 


Assent to the following Bills 
- ported :— 
Se : Parliamentary Allowances) Bill: 
Oil Agreement Bill. 
Committee of Public Accounts Bill. 
e Appropriation Bill 1919-20, 
Supply Bill (No. 1) 1920-21. 
_ War Gratuity Bill (No. 2). 
-. War Loan Bill. 


Tre- 





PAPERS. 
The following papers were presented. : — 


p H isconbniies Commission ‘Report—Comments 
_ by the Acting Public Service Commis- 
sioner, and other officers, together with 
- eomments by the Hon, W. Webster and 
the Hon. G. H. Wise, in connexion with 
the comments of officers of the Postmaster- 
% _ General’s Department. 









to, together with Protocol. Signed at Saint 

Germain-en- -Laye, 10th September, 1919. 

x _meace-— 

Arms and Ammunition—Convention for 
the control of the trade in, together with 
Protocol, Signed at Saint Gefmain-en- 
Laye, 10th September, 1919. 


Agreement of 10th September, 1919, be- 
tween the Allied and Associated Powers 
__-with regard to the cost of liberation of 
+ the territories of the former Austro-Hun- 
__ garian Monarchy. Signed at Paris, 8th 
December, 1919. 
 Germany— 
_ 'Procés-Verbal of the Deposit of Rati- 
_ fications of the Treaty of Peace with 
- Germany. Signed at Versailles, 28th 
June, 1919... 
Nig Protocol signed by Germany, 10th Janu- 
Pete) ary,\1920,.at Paris. 





Greece and Bulgaria—Convention between. 


_ Signed at Neuilly-sur-Seine, 27th Novem- 
. > ber, 1919. 

Italian Reparation Payments—Declaration 
modifying the Agreement of 10th Septem- 
ber, 1919, between the Allied and Asso- 
ciated Powers. Signed at Paris, 8th De- 

here cember, 1919. - 
_ Poland—Procés-Verbal of the Deposit of 











| Signed at Versailles, 28th June, 1919. 

_ Roumania—Treaty between the principal 
Allied and Associated Powers and Rou- 
mania. Signed at Paris, 9th. December, 

eet 1919. 

- Ordered to be printed. : 

Income *Tax Royal Commission (Imperial) 

_ —iIndex to the seven instalments of the 

“Minutes of Evidence and Appendices. 

pik aber presented to the British Parlia- 


{ 


Liquor Traffic in Africa—Convention relating 


| - Bieta: -Hungary—Declaration modifying the. 


Ratifications of the Treaty with Poland. 


Customs Act— 

Proclamation Prohibiting the Exportatior 
(except under certain conditions) of 
Cheese (dated 19th May, 1920). 

Revocations (dated 19th May, 1920) of 
so much of Proclamations as relates a 
the exportation of— 

High-speed tool steel. 
Manufactures of metals. 

Revocation of Proclamations relating to 
the exportation of acaroid resin and 
other goods (dated 19th May, 1920). 

Regulations Amended-—Statutory Rules 
1920, No. 97. 

Defence Act—Regulations Amended—Statu- 

tory Rules 1920, Nos. 83, 88, 90, 91, 94, 96. 


Lands Acquisition Act — Land dequited 
under, at— 

Cottesloe, Western Australia—For Postal 
purposes. 


Lismore, Victoria—For Postal purposes. 
Quairading, Western Australia — For 
Postal purposes. 

Naval Defence Act—Regulations Ageutoas 
Statutory Rules 1920, Nos. 47, 48, 49, 51, 
58, and 81. 

Northern Territory— 

Ordinance of 1919— 

‘No. 13—Supreme Court (No. ZY; 
Ordinances of 1920— 

No. 2—Birds Protection. 

No. 4—Dog. 

‘No. 5—Pastoral Leases. 

Papua—Ordinance of 1919—No. 11—Native 
Taxes. 


Post and Telegraph Act — Regulations 
Amended—Statutory Rules 1920, Nos. 29, 
a, SL S12 38, 63:70, 71, 74) 75, 86, and 
8 


Public, Service Act—Appointments, Promo- 
tions, &¢.— 
R. A. Harrison, Department of the Trea- 
sury. 
F. L. Jones, Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment, 
F. Tooth, Department of Trade and 
Customs. 


Regulations Amended—Statutory Rules 
1920, Nos. 84 and 98, © 
Railways Act—By- laws Nos. 14 and 16. 
War Gratuity Act—Regulations Amended— 
Statutory Rules 1920, No. 85. 
War-time Profits Tax Assessment Act—Re- 


gulations Amended — Statutory Rules 
1920, No. 76. 

War Service Homes Act—Land acquired 
under, at— 


Alexandra, New South Wales. 
Goulburn, New South Wales. 
Tpswich, ‘Queensland. 


Moonah, Tasmania. 
Normanhurst, New South Wales. 
Wireless Telegraphy Act — Regulations 


Amended—Statutory Rules 1920, ‘No. 68. 


Motion (by Mr. Hueurs) agreed to— 


That the following papers, previously laid 
on the table of the House, be printed :— 

Convention revising the General Act. of 

Berlin, 26th February, 1885, and the 
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“pepe a ae eas es employees of this Parliament as s that of : We 
russels, nN uly, >» signed eS 2 
September, 1919. the Public Service Commissioner in re. 


Index to Treaty of Peace between Allied 
and . Associated Powers and Germany, 
signed 28th June, 1919. 

Treaty of Peace between Allied and Asso- 
ciated Powers and Bulgaria, together with 
Protocol, signed 27th November, 1919, 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Motion (by Mr. Hucuxs) agreed 10 


That leave of absence for one month be 
given to the honorable member for Fawkner 
(Mr. Maxwell), on the ground of ill-health. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 


Motion (by Mr. 
agreed to— 
That, in accordance with the proyisicus of 


Hucues), by /eave, 


the Committee of Public Accounts Act. the 
hondrable member for Hunter (Mr. Ch° rlton) 
be appointed an additional member ci the 


Joint Committee of Public Accounts. 


MOBILIZATION AND VEHICLE 
STORES, SEYMOUR. 

Mr. GREGORY .—FT lay on the table of 
the House the report of the Public Works 
Committee, with the minutes cf evidence, 
relating to the proposed erection of mob- 


ilization and vehicle stores at Seymour, 


Victoria. 
Ordered— 
- That the report be printed. 


WAGES OF PARLIAMENTARY 
| MESSENGERS. 


Mr. MAKIN.—I desire to know, Mr. 
Speaker, whether you are prepared to lay 
on the table of the House the agreement 
arrived at: between the President of the 
Senate and yourself in reference to the 
wages that are to be paid to the messen- 
gers and others engaged in menial duties 
in this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son ).—_It is not customary for the Speaker 
to lay such papers on the table of the 
House; and, as a matter of fact, no docu- 
mentary agreement of the kind exists. I 
would remind honorable members that, 


under the Public Service Act, the control 


of the employees on the establishment of 
both Houses was deliberately vested in 
the President and Mr. Speaker; that the 
Parliament thus voluntarily divested it- 
self of responsibility in the matter and 
placed the President and Mr. Speaker in 
exactly the same position in relation to 


siding officer. - 


gard to the Public Service generally. The hi 
object of this special action was to remove 
the officers of the Praliament from the _ 
sphere of political influence. I may say 
that there have been of late a number OE 
attempts to*bring political influence to 
bear in connexion with the control of the 
officers on the establishment, notwith- F 
standing that the Act was expressly 
passed to prevent anything of the kind. 
Mr. Rirry.—We shall have to amend Pe 
that Act. as 
Mr. SPEAKER. true proper ‘course 
to pursue is to raise the question when the — 
Parliamentary Estimates are under dis-/° 
cussion in Committee of Supply. The | 
whole question can then be fully dis-- 
cussed. It is certainly quite ay Ae 
to bring these matters before the FERS 
as has frequently happened of late, by — 
means of a question addressed to the pre- 
It’ would be very much ~ 
better, I think, for the Parliament to oa a 
point some other tribunal to deal with — 
all these questions of grading, remunera- 
tion, &c., affecting the parliamentary Aas 
tendartts, rather than leave them to the 
Presiding Officers. It would, I think, be — 
better that, in regard to such questions, — 


they shoitld be placed under the Publie 
‘Service Commissioner as areother puble | 


servants. These officers would then have — 
the benefit of any advantages which dee. 
public servants have, including that letow 
any decisions in connexion with the Arbi- ue 
tration Court governing awards and so a 
forth. Generally speaking, I think the 
position would then be very much more | 
satisfactory. With all my desire to do ? 
everything possible to deal justly and — 
liberally with the employees of the House, i 
I find myself continually hampered Soy, 
various causes, not the least difficult of — ie 
which is the system of divided ‘control i 
which obtains in connexion with certain 
Denartments of Parliament. » i | 
 Mr-HUGHES.—I should. ited 4st ask 
whether it would be possible to get a 
clear statement of the wages, grants, fee i 
lowances, or whatever they may be ca led, “e 
that are paid to each officer of the House, | 
so that when we do get into Supply, and — 
have an opportunity to discuss’ the ma 
ter, we may have all the facts before us 
Mr. SPEAKER. —That can ib Ley 
easily be done. 
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ly, no. doubt, my own fault. How- 
, since the honorable member has 
ae = attention to what is TY ob- 


Ry? 


; but still I 
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ee of the Public Service on 


f 


Goeub: with any other informa- 
for ine neal members may 
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of documents, and, amongst other things, 
the preparation of edvertisements which 
are inserted in various newspapers 
throughout the country. There are many 
other duties, but I am bound to say that 
I have never been Publicity Officer to a 
Government. If the honorable member 
wishes to ask me a fair question I shall 
answer. it. I am quite sure that this 
gentleman is doing whatever work he has 


_ to do very well. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES AND 
FOREIGN EXCHANGES. 

Mr, BRUCE.—Just prior to the rising 
of the House for the recent adjournment 
I raised the question of foreign exchanges 
in reference to Customs duties. On the 
last day we met, the Prime Minister gave 
a reply, and said he would invite repre- 
sentations from the Governments con- 
cerned. I should like to know whether 
representations have been made, and, if 
so, whether the Prime Minister ean give 
any indication when the Government will 
arrive at a decision on the matter. 

Mr. HUGHES. — I do not think it 
would be quite accurate to say that re- 

resentations by the French Government 
nave been made, but it would be true to 
say that during the adjournment of Par- 
liament representations were made to me 
by ‘the Consul-General for France. J 


had a long interview with that gentleman, 


and asked him to lay his views before 
me in the form of a memorandum. This 
he did last Thursday, and on Friday or 
Saturday I submitted it to the Minister » 
(Mr. Laird Smith) who was then acting 


- for the Minister for Trade and Customs 


(Mr. Greene), and requested him to con- 
sider the memorandum, with a view of 
seeing how far the views as these set forth 

could be sustained, and whether some 
remedy could be found for the injustice 
under which the French Government: 


states France is suffering. The matter 


was again mentioned in’ Cabinet yester- 
day, and I think it fair to say that it 
will ‘be settled without any very great 
delay. 

Mr. Fenron.—Will the House have an . 
opportunity of discussing the question 
before a final decision is arrived at?. 

Mr. HUGHES.—The intention of the 
Government is to ask the House to com- 


-mence the consideration of the Tariff to- 
- morrow, and I think it would be in order | 
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for honorable members to discuss, dur- 
ing the ‘Tariff debate, the question of 
foreign exchanges, because that has rela- 
tion to the valuation of goods for Customs 
purposes. If, however, that cannot be 
done,~some other opportunity will be 
afforded. 


FODDER FOR NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Suppiy or SurPpine. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Before 
the recent adjournment, I urged the 
Prime Minister to supply shipping for the 
conveyance of fodder to New South 
Wales. ' Has the Prime Minister any re- 
port to make as to what has been done, 
or is being done? 

Mr. HUGHES.—I gave what I thought 
was a considered reply to the question re- 
ferred to at the time it was made. I have 
not the answer I then gave before me now, 
but I think I said there were six of our 
line of shipping on coastal work, and that 
T had given instructions that one of the 
Austral liners was to pick up coastal 
cargo as soon as she touched Australia. I 
ata said that I would cable, with a view 
to obtaining information as to the price 
of tonnage which could be made available 
for coastal work, and submit it to the 
House. I have received a reply to the effect 
that the tonnage offered is not suitable, 
and it is, in my opinion, very dear. But 
I will submit the matter to the Housé, 
and honorable members can express, their 
own opinions about it. I have been re- 
minded by my staff that since I made this 


promise on the 15th May, 78,000 tons of . 


coastal cargo has been carried by the 
Commonwealth line. I will supply the 
House with the other information as soon 
as IT can get it from the official papers. 

Later: 

Mr, HUGHES.—I remarked a few 
minutes ago that I had cabled inquiries 
regarding further ships. The reply from 
‘Mr, Larkin is as follows:— 


MeKelvies fleet in the market, 5 steamers— 
Carlo Victoria, ex King John, 6,097 tons dead- 


weight; Rossell, 4,160 tons; Ellawood, 5,800 
tons; Hebburn, 6,155 tons; Antonio, 5,250 
tons. Average age,’ 11 years. Asking 
£800,000, Think might improve if purchased 
whole fleet.. Would sell separately, [ebburn, 
£220,000. Price others, according to age. 
Deliveries; United Kingdom or Continent, 
varying two weeks to six weeks. Surveys 


passed. Imperial Government authority trans 
fer flag still necessary. Other tonnage offer- 
ing from £27 to £35 per ton, according to age. 
ime charter for Australian coast very diffi- 


[REPRESENTATIVES.}] New South Wales. ” 


cult., 






delivery, re: ty 
babe Gubernes Ries 
for tempt 


and cost probably 30s. 
delivery United Kingdom; 
ment permission also required 
transfer register. 


I think that covers all the info aa bah 


hand. The particulars will duly appear 


in Hansard. Honorable members may — 
there examine them and _ express their © 
opinions whether or not they think it de- 
sirable to buy. 


Mel tS 


WHEAT POOL, ~~ m : 


Mr. STEWART.—Is it the Sea 
of the Government to continue the Wheat 
Pool for the coming season? nt 
Mr. HUGHES.—I fancy i have , 
heard that question before. te? 
Mr. Srewart.—But I have never es 
ceived an answer to it yet. * 
Mr. HUGHES.—I have set out. file’ une 
position quite clearly*on many occasions, _ 
I, perhaps, more than anybody else, was. i 
responsible for the institution of the. 
Wheat Pool. I did what was in my power. 
to help the farmers to dispose of their _ 
products, and to find them ready Money 
for goods which were otherwise unsale- 
able during the war. But some of those 
who profess to voice the opinion of the > 
farmers were never tired of criticising, 
not merely the management of the Pool Dis 
but the Pool itself. I think it only fair 
to say that nothing would haye pleased 
me better than to have gone to the  ~ 
country at the last election in advocacy ote 
of the continuance of the Pool, but wher- 
ever I went I found that the honorable 
member for Wimmera (Mr, Stewart), and 
the honorable member for Echuca (Mr. 
Hill), were never tired of abusing me, a 
and denouncing the Pool lock, stock, and © 


barrel; in fact, those statemenin were 
their at stock in trade, said. 
at Echuca, ‘‘ Very well, if you © ce 
not’ want the Pool, do not have ” 


it.” Now, when I have agreed (to ~ 4 
what they ‘wanted, they say, ‘‘ Why do. * 
you not continue the Pool—that dreanhil | 
thing that we denounced up _ hill and Peg 
down dale?” I realize to the full now, as en 
I did during the currency of the war, and ae 
as J told the farmers of this country, that fiat 
unless they have some means of cO-opera-_ 
tive action they cannot dispose of their 
produce profitably, because they are nob | 
yet, and will not be for a year or two, ins. 
a nornial world—if by that. is sabi the — : 
world as it existed before the war. No-- ; a 
thing would please me better than tocon- 
tinue the Pool, but honorable nee 




















nce L ae 1920.] 


Saddlery Factory. 







































Deane. enphat is oRe Soca 
HUGHES.—Very well; let the 
orable member tell me Aor it can -be 


agreement Waivieen bie Portion waste 
Fovernment, the Associated Smelters, and 
Broken Hill Proprietary Limited 
ee to the smelting and sale of 
, lead, and zinc? If so, will the 


ti " honorable ‘gentleman table the 


| M r. HUGHES. —IJ cannot, on the spur 


the moment, recall any agreement of 
kind, but. if the honorable member 
ee notice of the question; I will 


‘ SHORTAGE OF WHEAT. 
PARKER MOLONEY. in view 


ey to. hie I Have iPeseeed a 
dle of letters from public bodies in 


before effect _ is given to the Im- 


tement showing ie as position in 
| ele to wheat ae for local require- 


hich we Duta return ae of iis 
| That they were not 
pared to as. Dio eround for their re- 
f as that it had not been suggested 


pos ie tusdiabs local require- 


I shall have inquiries made and 
repared Oils the exact posi- 


a se fence been able to au any 
3 of : ns" Citi tion wenlth Harness 
and Saddlery Factory? Many of them 
2 ustralia. well during the war, and 








South Wales, will the Prime Min-— 


How far that is true I cannot 


- do’ to ‘deal 


udes to-day a a number of Te: wool PV ead 





turned soldiers, Will the Minister sug- 


persons going upon the land should be 


able to purchase their saddlery and har- 


ness from the Commonwealth Factory, the 


output of which ought to be at least as: 


cheap as any that can be obtained. else- 


where, and probably much cheaper. — 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—The De- 


fence Department is sympathetic towards 
the factory and the continuance in em- 


ployment of the returned soldier em- 
ployees. From personal experience, I 
know that the material turned out by the 
factory for use in the field was very good 
indeed, and I am very anxious that men 
should not be discharged. JI succeeded a 
few days ago in inducing the Postal De- 
partment to place with the Commonwealth 
Factory an order for the manufacture 
of a considerable number of mail- bags, 
but the bags did not provide much work 
for men. It was mostly work for girls. 
However, the Postal Department have in- 
timated that they may possibly have a 
number of leather bags of a new design 


made at the Harness Factory, and I have 
asked the Repatriation Department to en- 


deavour to induce all returned soldiers to 
have any harness, &c., they require made 
at this factory, where they can be sup- 
plied as cheaply as they can be outside. 
I shall use every endeavour to see that no 
more of the employees are put off. + 


RUSSIANS IN AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Will the Prime 
Minister say whether citizens of the Rus- 
sian Soviet Republic now resident in Aus- 
tralia are free to return to their native 
country ? 5 

Mr. HUGHES. Yes. 
them go. 

Mr. CONSIDINE My question was 
a serious one, and I wish the Prime Min- 
ister to. answer it. © » 

Mr. HUGHES.—I know © nothing 
about these persons. I have enough t 
with Australians without 
bothering myself about those to whom 
the honorable member refers. 


Let 


Banzai ! 


RESALES OF WOOL. 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—Is it a fact 
amounting to — 
£8,750,000, is to be made available in a 


that a first dividend, 


few days, as ithe result of the Bho i ot 


ae 


+ 
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gest to the Repatriation Department that — 


9474 War Service Homes. 

avi, HUGHES. —At a “meeting - ey 
wool-growers held in Sydney, last. week, 
I explained the position in regard to the 
resales of wool in Great Britain, and to- 


morrow I am, to meet the wool-growers. 


again, when I shall explain the matter 
further, 
support the honorable member’s state- 
_ment that £8,750,000 is to be made avail- 
able. All I can say is that the position 
is not as he has indicated. I am not at 
‘liberty to make a definite statement on 
the matter. “> 


! 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 
Painting MarTeriat. 


Mr. CORSER asked the Minister re- 


presenting the Minister in Charge of 


War Service Homes, upon notice— 


&. 


Australasian ~Decorator 
Ist May, 1920, that Messrs. Lewis Berger and 
Sons Limited have \been advised that, after 
tests, the’ Commonwealth War Service Homes 


Department have selected their paint for all. 


painting work required by the Department? 

2. Is it a fact that the Australasian United 
Paint,Company Limited, of Port Adelaide, and 
other Australian paint companies, have not 
had their paints submitted to tests, and have 
not been given an opportunity of. tendering for 
supplies? 


Mr. WISE ee Mr. Poynton) The 


Commissioner advises as follows :— 

1. No. 

(Di (a) No. (b) Inquiries. were made 
throughout the several States, and prices ob- 
tained, the lowest quotation for paints suit- 
able for the work in view being accepted, 


y 


ARBITRATION COURT. 
Dretays—Deputy Presmenr, 


Mr. FENTON asked the Attorney- 
General, upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that cases are being held up. 
in connexion with the Arbitration Court on ac- 
count ef a Court not being available for hear- 
ing these cases? 

Is it a fact that representatives of the 
Federated Public Service Assistants and Aus- 
_ tralian Letter-carriers Associations were offi- 
_ cially advised by the Industrial Registrar to 

be ready for hearing on the 17th May last, 
and, after repeated applications to the Regis- 
trar, were informed that he could not give 
any ‘idea as to when the case would be heard? 
3. Is it a fact that the holding up of these 
cases entails great expense on the organiza- 
tions referred to? 
4. Will the Attorney-General inform the 
House when Mr. Justice Starke will take up 


duty as Peper} President of the eatiiravion ‘ 


| Mae E 
“i } i a a. i i ets 
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but I have no information ‘to 


1. Has he seen the announcement in= The 
and Painter, of the. 
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rey ae 


3. See answer to No. 2. — 


4. Mr. Justice Starke has hale u 
5, See answer to- No. 4, hie od 
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Sir : | 
proval has me given for the 


ments thereto have yet been 
Mr, BURCHELL asked th 
representing’ the Minister ee 
upon notice-— ee. 
Whether he will plaee 7 on ves 


pensation made by Mr. Ww. ons 
pete 4 pnts 


the Ma eaten rophedon sal 
for Defence, upon notice— 


1. How many chaplains-gene: 
pointed from Australia Ans 
of Be late war? ; 

The names, aitdrescee, an 
annie nations | ‘which ‘they © e) 
» Bak 


3. The length of their absen 


from Australia, and- the period vhi r 


spent in the fighting theatre? 
4, The rate per rink of, noi 
ane allowances | 
5. The total sum pata to e 
general, or on his behalf, includi 
port charges, wages ot Daten 
fc ae 


Sir GRANVILLE ~ 


i. Three. 1 ( , , Fy ed res ae 


we Rete hot * 





































fain Chapin. ical the Most 


Perth, Western Australia. Roman 
Bee Denomination, having intimated his 
ability to undertake the voyage and duties, 
inated as a substitute the Archbishop of 
Perth, the Most Rev. P. J. Clune, D.D., Senior 
Chaplain, The Palace, Victoria-square, Perth, 
sstern Australia. Presbyterian—The Rev. 
. L. Rentoul, M.A., D.D. Ormond College, 
E arkville, Wictoria. . Methodist—The Rev, A. 

ae eae 49° Belmont-avenue, ey 


ee 1916, returned 2lst February, 
7, re-embarked 29th May, 1917, returned 
th October, 1919; served in France, period 
yt recorded. Senior Chaplain T. J. Clune em- 
arked 23rd August, 1916, returned. 21st 
ebruary 1917; duty—inspecting Egypt. 
iplain- -General J. L. Rentoul embarked 16th 
gust, 1916, returned 9th March, 1917; 
ved in France, period not recorded. Chap- 


itil n-General, A. T. Holden embarked Ist 
: gust, 1916, oe 21st February, 1917, 
-embarked 9th November, 1917, returned. 


2 a Pe 19205 ; served in eae 


“4- The Most Cort: ye Riley, M.A., D.D., 
(two periods of -service).—Pay (includ- 
allotment and deferred. pay)—278 days 
2s. 6d. per day, 56 days at 30s. per day; 


5 days at 6s. per day. The Most Rev. P. J. 
Cc Clune, D.D.—Pay~ (including allotment and 
oe dis pay “de days at 22s. 6d. per eontae 


Dae Biutinent: fee Aoiatied: pay) 
ays at 22s. 6d. per day, 84 days at 30s. 
ay; field- allowance—122 days at 3s. 6d. 
day, 84 days at 5s. per day. The Rev. 
. Holden, B.A. (two periods of service) — 
nelitding allotment and deferred pay )— 
1 ys at 22s. 6d. per day, 124 days at 30s. 
day; field allowance—81 days at 3s. 6d. 
day, 124 days at 5s. per day, 834 Maye at 
_ per day. 

ie Most Rev. C. 0. L. Riley, M.A, D.D., 
WO periods of service) .—_ 


- > Fe vee tay 
: xf pay and field allowance 459 8 0 
utfit | allowance... r 15 0 0 
fund | on uniform purchased 6 Qn" 
mpensation on loss of kit 
_ torpedoed transport 20,0 0 
nsport. — charges — three 
royages at *£55 each voyage 
= £165, one voyage at — 
£92 lds ‘ba. pee 20t 14D 
PSR | Soa Ua GW RAIS Retin 


n aisles on 10th ue, 1919, for, ap- 
ately, six weeks, but, as records for 
ae eet “oo neaneee are not yet. available, 


Hae [1 a ULY, 1920.] Repatriation Department. 


O. L, Riley, M.A., D.D., V.D.; Bishop — 
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The Most Rev. P. J. Clune, D.D.— 
| r IA BRAS 8 
Pay and field allowance 287.10. 0 
Outfit allowanée 18.00. 0% 
Uniform (refund)- wh) 719 5 
Transport charges—to Egpyt ; 
and return at E37 each 
voyage é 74 0 0 
£384 9 5 
The Rev. Dr. J. 1 Rentoul, M.A., D.D.— 
pie 1 
Pay and field allowance 305 12 10 
Outfit and uniform allowance 22). 2:10 
Transport charges—to England 
and return LIO. O08 
‘ ! £437 14 10 
The Rev. A. T. Holden, B.A. (two periods 
of service ).— 
| Bi rans 
Pay and field allowance 1,288) 2°35 
Outfit and uniform allowance 31:0 <4 
Sustenance ~ allowance : 510 0 
Transport charges—to England 
and return, two voyages, at . 
£55. each isd 3 220: 0. 0 
£1,544 12 9 
Chaplain-General Holden was taken on 
strength of Australian Imperial Force, 


London, on 12th December, 1917, and would 
be entitled to subsistence allowance at the 
rate of 5s. per day until Ist July, 1919, from 
which date the allowance was raised to 10s. 
per day. As subsistence records are not yet 
available, definite figures cannot be given. 

No wages are allowed for batmen or at- 
tendants. <A batman (private) is appointed 
“in the field,” and draws his pay and rations 
imilarly to other members of his rank “in 
he. field,” 


REPATRIATION DEPARTMENT. 


ApMINISTRATION In NorTHERN 
TERRITORY. f 


Dr. 
representing the Minister for Repatria- 
tion, wpon notice— 

Tf, in view of the fact that there are 150 
or more returned soldiers in the Northern Ter- 
rifory, the Minister will bring before the Cabi- 


net the necessity for inaugurating a branth of 
the Repatriation Department at Darwin? 


Mr. WISE (for Mr. Poywron).—The 
Commission advises that an officer has 
already been despatched to Port Darwin 
to deal with the administration of repa- 
triation matters in the Northern Terri- 
tory. 


CORN SACKS. 
Mr. LAVELLE asked the Prime Min- 


ister, upon notice— 


“Whether the Commonwealth Res aA 
will, on behalf of the Australian farmers, pur- 


MALONEY asked the Minister 


~ 
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chase the wheat sacks necessary for next sea- 
son’s harvest, and distribute the same to 
farmers at a reasonable rate? 


-Mr. HUGHES.—It is not the inten- 
tion of the Government to purchase or 
distribute wheat sacks for next season’s 
harvest, the trade having been allowed 
to revert to its usual channels. It may be 
pointed out, however, that it was inti- 
tiated to the Government, after the sale 
of sacks made to them during the war, 
that the Calcutta mmeEah nie, were not 
‘prepared to sell to the Government in 
future. 


COMMONWEALTH STEAMERS. 
Mepicat Orricers. 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Prime 


Minister, upon notice— 


1. Are medical officers carried on board the 
Commonwealth line of steamers? 
, 2. Tf not, cannot medical men anxious for a 
sea trip be obtained for a nominal sum of ls., 
&c., per month, in the same way as the wealthy 
ship-owners of the Loch line and other lines 
obtain their medical officers? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— i 

1. No. 


2. I understand that it is not customary for 
cargo vesels to carry medical men. ‘The ves- 
sels of the Commonwealth Government line 
are not fitted with passenger accommodation, 
In any case, it is ‘thought that difficulties 
would be likely to be experienced in obtaining 
a regular supply of medical men, and, alto- 
eether, it is considered that the honorable 
member’s suggestion is scarcely. practicable. 


POST AND TELEGRAPH 


DEPARTMENT. 
TusercuLtar Cases 1x Marr Branon.. 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM (for Mr. 


Biaketey) asked the Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, wpon noltice— 


Will he procure a return showing— 

(a) The number of postmen and as- 
sistants of the Mail Branch, New South 
Wales, who have, during the past three 
years, submitted medical certificates of 
illness through tubercular troubles? 

(b) The number of postmen and _ as- 
sistants in the same branch who have died 


during the past three. years owing to 

tubercular complaints? : 
\ 

Mr. WISE.—-Yes. <A return giving 


the desired information will be obtained, 


a 


and will be furnished as early as po | 
sible. | ch dee 


WHEAT PRODUCTION. | 
Experiments wira “ Yeoman ” ee 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Minister 
for Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. Whether his attention has been drawn to 
a statement in the Age, of the 24th April last, 
re a new wheat called * Yeoman” reputed, in 
consequence of experiments’carried out by the 
Cambridge University, to give 96 bushels to ~ 
the acre? 

2. If so, has he any information to 
House; and, if not, will he cable to 
for full particulars? 


Mr. GREENE.—No information is 
available other than what “has appeared. — 
in the press, but a cable is being sent ask ; 
ing for full particulars. grt ei 


ive the . 
ingland 


SEAT OF GOVERNMENT, 


TRANSFER TO (CANBERRA: AvporytMENT ty 
oF ComMISSION. bine iE 


Mr. MARR asked the Minister fox i 
Home and Territories, upon notice— 

1, Whether, in view of the statement made 
by him in the House on the 30th March, 1920, 


viz.:—“ That it. was intended to appoint ae aay 
Commission to report in regard to the steps 


“necessary to commence Parliamentary and jAd=).0%).) 


ministrative Government at Canberra and the 
provision of buildings,” can the Minister state 
when it is intended to appoint such Commis- Nas 
sion ? Praha 
2. If so, will it be appointed by the Goyern- 

ment or Parliament? 


Mr, GROOM (for Mr. Poywron).— _ 
The answers to the honorable member's 
questions are as follow:— a) oa 


1. At an early date. 1 2) ag ania 
2. By the Government. ea satis 


DESTRUCTION OF DATES. 


Mr. GREENE.—On the 6th May thew 
honorable member for Wentworth (Mr. 
Marks) asked the following quis 
Upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that, on or about the sth 
April last, some 1,000 to 3, 000 boxes of dates, 
in excellent condition, were removed from the xt ny 
containers at Brown’s Wharf, Wooloomooloo 
Bay, Sydney, and transferred to a lighter for 
the purpose of dumping at sea? i a 

2. Admittting that no reasonable offer was Bde 
received at an auction for these dates, might 
not the same have been distributed antonaee 
charitable institutions? . 

3..Will he consider the question of ‘giving 
the necessary instructions. to prevent a like | 
wastage of food in the future? Ae 


as 














































tes ec obtain 
following information :— 


The facts of the case are as follow :— 
thousand four hundred and ninety 
ases of dates, the product of Mesopo- 
amia, arrived at Sydney during the first 
ek in March. Upon examination of the 
nsignment at the wharf by an officer of 
Board of Health, 216 cases were passed 
t for consumption, and the remaining 
f cases condemned as totally unfit for 
ey human food, being fermented and 
badly life infested, These dates were ac- 

lingly removed from the cases and 
mped at sea, the cases being pare at 
ee Park Destructor. 

be 

ie EP 
| _ HUGHES. —On the 12th May 


i Ee th member for ee ey Lis- 


n Ne besia owing A the mi acer 


ent acted without any authority in de- 
rting Italians for. military service in Italy? 

. Is the Government aware that statements 
een repeatedly made that the Italian Go- 
ent never made any request to the Aus- 
Government ‘prior to the Italian re- 
being called up for military service 
deported abroad? 

the Minister prepare for public in- 
1 @ Summary of tha position and 
the Italian Government and the Aus- 
overnment in calling up and deporting 
eservists, and showing what action 
a thereon in Australia “for the calling 
ie military reservists for service in 


Mie action taken by the italian and 
onwealth Government ua under 
stances? 


nished replies to Nos I, 2, and 
nised to obtain particulars in 


| couse a statement regarding the 


mn of Ttalian reservists— 


ry of the repatriation of Italian 
nd conscripts to ee briefly out- 
_ follows :— ‘ 

r half of 1915 inquiries were 


Commonwealth in 
Ble anaes Im- 


the Ni dare enlistment of 
in the Australian. Imperial 
as also represented to the De- 
nent that the presence in Aus- 
many persons of Italian nationality 
ee vas was having a prejudicial 

eC Consent to the enlistment 
uli mperial Force of. Italians 
, refused.’ \.).):, ee ret 








iy eS 


nts made that the earn unseen tth Go-' 


Department in order to arrange details 


o No. 3. I now lay on the Table © 


pest Department by Italian 





I Juda fou 


In May, 1916, it was auadea to make repre- 
sentations to the British authorities requesting 


that the Italian Government be approached and © 


advised of the detrimental effect on recruiting 
of the non-enlistment of Italian subjects,¢ with 
a view to permission being granted for their 
enlistment in the Australian Impérial Force. 
The Italian Government replied, on the 24th 
July, 1916, regretting sthat they could not 
modify the decision already conveyed through 
the Royal Italian Consul. | 


On the 19th September, 1916, and again on ~ 


the 28th February, 1917, as the position. had 
in no way been relieved, renewed representa- 
tions—which, however, proved unsuccessful— 


were made to the Tidlian Government, through 


the Imperial authorities, asking : whether, in 
view of the fact that since last communicated 


with on the subject, Italy had declared war on | 


Germany, the necessary permission might be 
given. 


On the 13th June, 1917, the. Secretary of 


State for the Colonies advised by cable that 
the Italian Government had inquired whether 
Italians in Australia recalled to the colours, 
who found difficulty in returning home in 
Italian or neutral vessels, would he. allowed 
to travel to Europe on Australian’ vessels 
carrying troops or merchandise. Later cables 
from the Secretary of State advised that, if 
the Commonwealth*Government could arrange 
for Italian reservists to be conveyed to the 
United Kingdom in batches not exceeding 700, 
their onward conveyance to Italy. 
France, would be arranged by the War Office. 


The Commonwealth Government cabled to 
the Secretary of State on 25th July, 1917, 
notifying them concurrence in, and acceptance 
of, the arrangements made, and added that it 
was presumed that the Royal Italian Consul 
would be instructed to approach the penn 
n- 
formation. was also received at this time that 
the Italian Government had been informed that 
the transport of these reservists from Aus- 
tralia was subject to the condition that the 
Italian Consular anthorities vouched the bona 


fides of the reservists, 


On the 5th November, 1917. the Roval Italian 
Consul called on the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Pearce), and stated he had received 
authorization from his Government to arrange 
with the Commonwealth Government for the 
repatriation of Italian reservists and conscripts 


residing in Australia, and, after having ascer- 


tained the legal position of the Commonwealth 


_ Government, the Minister placed the machin- 


ery of the Defence Department at the disposal 
of the Royal Italian Consul for this purpose. 


In effect, the Commonwealth 
merely acted as the agent for the Italian Go- 
vernment, at the request of that Government, 
and in full accordance with international law. 


PUBLIC SERVICE SALARIES. 


Mr, HUGHES.—On the 13th May‘the 
honorable member for Melbourne (Dr. 
Maloney) asked a question regarding the 
number of officers in the Commonwealth 


Public Service and the Defence Service . 


receiving salaries and allowances exceeding 





through 


Government | 


7 


~ 


78 Public io Service _ 


£600 per annum. A reply - was tha fur- © 
nished that the information would be laid a statement containing 
on the table of the sn as soon as pos 


ARTICULARSyAS TO NUMBER OF Packet ORFICIALS UNDER THE Coenion eee 
~ Aot anD DrrencEe ACT RECEIVING SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES EXCEEDING £600 PER 
THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JuNzB, 1919:— 


[REPRE SENTATIVES iy 













- sible. I now lay 4 on nike 


desired by the honorable ‘ay 


- Officers Officers Officers Officers 
: receiving receiving | receiving receiving 
over £600 | over £750 | over £1,000} over £1,250 | over £1, 500. ‘over £2, 000 
— per annum | per annum j|-perannum | perannum | per annum | per annu 
and up to | and up to | and upto | and up to 
£750 per | £1,000 per | £1,250 per | £1,500 per 
annum. annum, | annum. annum. 
» Ri / » 
: i / 
Officers under Common- 
wealth Public Service Act 60 22 8 i 
Officers tnder Defence Act.. 22 13 3 5 
A , 


4 
POST AND TELEGRAPH 
“- DEPARTMENT. 


TELEPHONE Booxs. 


Mr. WISE.—On 19th May, 1920, dhs 
honorable member for » Melbourne (Dr. 
Maloney) asked— i 


What is the cost of* printing the telephone — 


books in each State per annum for the last 
five ‘years ? 


I promised, that the htt tan would 
be obtained. Following is the reply :— 














a, New - _| South |Western 
Year. South ae ie S| “Aus- | Aus- eed - 
Walesa singin, "| tralia. | tralia. |" Y ; 
& £ £ a Se Re 

1914-15 .. Bi 5,801} 1,167 | 1,043 72371) 225 

1915-16... 8,450 4,273 1,420 | 1,078 767 | ‘233 

1916-17 ..° | 9,100) 3,653] 1,050 526 682 237 

_ L9L7-18.... |:11,000 3,445 1,065 564. 604 200 

1918-19 .. | 9,500) 3,955] 1,490 825 684 | 247 

1919-20 10,000} 5,209} 1,374 | © 865 850 | 290 
( Estimated) 





DESTITUTE ALLOWANCE. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [3. 55). — 


I move— 
1. That this House is of olution Bink: the 


Invalid and Old- age Pensions Act should be t 


amended in order to proyide for a destitute 

allowance to be made to all inhabitants. who 

are destitute, so that any person making a 

statutory declaration (to a postmaster, Cus: 

toms officer, or other appointed Commonwealth 

- official, a schoolmaster, a union secretary, a 
magistrate, or other, appointed individual) that 

he ‘or, she is jnsufficiently fed, clothed, \or 

sheltered, shall ‘ paid as soon as possible the 
sum of 15s. per week, and for each child 7s, 6d. 
_ per week, until relieved. 

2. That the passing of the fav icitie sinale- 
tion bean instruction to the Government of 
the Commonwealth to bring in the necessary 
Amending Act. LUST MC Da oA Sk Map 


iy 


m. 





; He 


perty. The troubles whic 


‘Wilson, the originator of 
of ‘comnprehiensionism, as 






























now Wa seen. aa y am again 
same figures into the. terms. of 


sent paid. Every writer on 
every one who studies scciet; 
that the chain of the present 
society has to be judged, by. 
link, and that, at the ‘prese 


If a Toe on. shoul 
and the House were to inse 
sections in our od- age pens 
tion, the tendency at least 
the stioma of poverty to 
cur midst. The fact.c 
being compelled to ‘make i 
claration should have the eff 


event of his dwemeantes falsel by 
ating the weak link in 
society to-day we should 
to the futuro in the Lo 

ury’ will make life the— 
e comparison with the Pp 


existed between labour » 
caused . much ‘destitution i 


But, just .as. in the <¢ 
slavedom was succeeded — 
and, later, serfdom by w 
the time has surely 


wagedom must be suecesde 


Charity has been define 





ra 





hose of the rich to meet their obliga- 





cae ys ‘ f 
comes it will/be increased to. £1 per week, 






_ old people in our midst,’ and I hope to 


8: - see the time when the stigma of charity 
will no longer attach to it: I think I 


May speak of the late Treasurer as a 
gentleman who deserted his country in 
_ the hour of need. Him I once applied 
ey : 
_ to for an old-age pension, for two rea- 
_ sons: One was that the people throughout 
the length and breadth of this land might 
_ see that there was no disgrace in accept- 
ing an old-age pension, and the other was 
to draw attention to the contrast be- 
_ tween the position of the late Chief Jus- 
‘tice of Australia, who applied for and 
a obtained an old-age pension of £5 a day. 
_ The invalid pension also helps, to a great 
_ extent, to prevent destitution, and, in 
_ addition, we have our hospitals and our 
_ benevolent asylums; but, nevertheless, 
___ there are persons whom no agency relieves. 
At one time they had in Victoria what 
~ Was known as a compassionate allowance: 
_ but the Treasurer of this State, one of 
the meanest men who ever held a position 


4, 
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fhe 
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_ Wense distress, as every Victorian politi- 
clan knows. That allowance was first 
_ provided for by the Government of Sir 
Alexander Peacock, and was continued 
by subsequent Administrations, until re- 
moved by the cheeseparing policy of the 
present Treasurer. 
than cure. If any one will look at the 


_ tabulated list of deaths, he will sce that. 


ant and destitution, by lowering the 
ghting powers, ‘make men and women 
ore inclined to disease than they other- 
wise would be. When the fire-fighters 
re called out to a conflagration, they do 
not first busy themselves with seeking the 
_ cause of it. Should it seem to be. a case 
of arson, they do not look first for the 
arson who has perpetrated that crime. 
heir business is to play water imme- 
_ diately on the flaming and inflammable 
aterial, and to do all they can to put 
the fire. I recognise that the adop- 
1 of my proposal will not remove desti- 


hie - = 


quite as useful a palliative as those that 
mentioned. When I visited the 


Yel ae 


Destitute —=—«[1 Tuuyvs 1920.] 


- born, 800 died within the first year. 


so high, swept it away, thus causing im- 


Prevention is better. 


~gaid of every new idea, 


mn, but it will be a palliative, and 


Allowance. 2479 


splendidly-managed Department for Ne- 
glected Children which they-have in South 
Australia, I was shown an excerpt from 
a newspaper published in Great Britain, 
in which it was stated that in two towns 
there—West Gorton and another whose 
name [I forget—out of 1,000 hares 
To 
a medical man like myself fffose figures 
reyeal a terrible state of affairs, But in 
the institution to which I have referred, 
a child has a better chance of reaching 
adult age than has the average child of 
well-to-do parents. No words of mine 
can sufficiently express my appreciation of 
that Department, and I regret that the. 
Government of that State has not more 
money to place at the disposal of this most 
deserving charity. When a person sees 
a bath overflowing, he will, before taking 
a mop to wipe up the overflow, turn off 
the tap; but should a child be in the bath 
and in danger of drowning, he will first 
rescue the child. There are those who 
say that many persons who are destitute 
will not own to being so, but my ex- 
perience in London and in other large 
cities, including Melbourne and Sydney, 
is that the splendid independence of the 


human often disappears before the 
pangs of hunger... I have never felt 
hungry, but I have been thirsty, and 
~ do net know what I should. do, 
supposing hunger to. be as bad as 
thirst, were I to; feel hungry and _ to 


have those dependent on me also hungry. 
Charity organizations devote a good deal 
of their time to the detection of imposi- 
tion, and I do not blame them; but they” 
ean find no fault if the Government does 
what I suggest. ‘I know that my pro- 
posal is a starthng one, but that may be 
A few years ago 
wireless telegraphy and. aviation would. 
have been ineredible, but the advance of 
science has made them common-place. 
No one with a Christian heart, no humane - 


follower of Mahomet or Buddha, and no 


member of that old religion upon which 
Christianity is based, Judaism, will deny 
that in helping those who are in want we 
do God’s best work. I believe that God 
gave us brains to help one another, and is 
it not an argument against the so-called 
superiority of man to the other animals 
that human beings are left in want by 
their kind. If we look through the eyes 
of scientific men, we must, I think, 
acknowledge that there are three races 


~ 
vf. 


2480 Destutute 
of intelligent beings on this earth, the - 
humans, the*ants, and the bees. Never 


in the nest of the ant or ‘in the hive of 
the bee do the workers or the young suffer 
privations, so long as the necessaries of 
life. obtain there. | But we cannot» say 
so much for the humans. Mankind is 
gifted with brains superior, we are told, 
to those of any other form of life, but 
how callous we often are towards the 


poor, making no provision against priva- 


tion and want, even when our harvests are 
overflowing. As to the prohibitionists, I 
ask them if there is not positive destitu- 
tion among the followers of Buddha and 
among the Mohametans; all of whom are 
absolute abstainers. That being -so, I 
claim the assistance of the prohibitionists. 
Every man who calls himself a philan- 
thropist must be in sympathy with me 
in this matter. There are those who 
repeat the s saying, “The poor you have 
always with you”;.but to them I say, 
as I have said on many a platform, that 
they pay but small regard to the Creator 
if they do not allow the brains of 
humanity to be used to build up a eivili- 
zation under which no man, woman, or 
little child will ever go hungry to bed. 
T have a quotation to, make from a paper 
that has been of great use to me. It is 
addressed to moralists. Before reading 
it J remind honorable members of the 
saying of Richard Baxter, who. once 
seclng a man. in a eart on his way to 
execution said, “ There, but for the grace 
of God, goes Richard Baxter.” So to 
those who, in the pride of their hearts, 
look down upon others not so well placed, 
I say that to all temptation may come. 
Honour to those who resist. But we 
must know the temptations before we 
can condemn the tempted person who 


Coane 


Moralists! Why make conditions as to charac- 
ter? Are loafers, cadgers, crooks, 
speilers, dead-beats precluded from the free, 
though very costly State-provided protection by 


Navy, Army, police, Judges, and Law Court 
officers, and from the use, free, of roads, 
bridges, parks, art galleries, museums, lend- 


ing libraries, drinking fountains, sanitary con- 
veniences, elementary schooling, maternity al- 
lowanee, coinage of gold? 


The sun of our Maker shines upon those 

who are destitute as well as on those who 

are wealthy, the air of Heaven is. free 

to all who breathe, and. I claim’in the 

name of humanity that means of living 
Dr. Maloney. 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


‘centres of population there ae ec 


which should be made. 


vagrants, 


A lowance. ; 


shall be made available to alps 





establishments  to- which the destitute ie 
could go for assistance. In this con- 
nexion I desire to thank the Salvation 
Army for what they have done. I have 
seen ‘their good work in many countries, | 
and in the slums of such cities as London, © : 
Glasgow, Dublin, Belfast, and — New- 
pantie! on-Tyne, na I have been told De 
our soldiers that kindness, courtesy, and — 
help were always given by the Salvation : 
Army officers to those who appealed _ to. 
them, either ai the front or in the cities. _ hae 
I hope that the Minister will give con-— 
sideration to my motion. I recognise 
that it may present difficulties, but if- it 
is fairly considered I shall be glad, age 
I shall welcome the assistance of the Go- | 
vernment and of every honorable member. — 


Mr. PARKER’ MOLONEY (Hume) — 
[4.14].—I have very much pleasure | 
seconding the motion, though I shall not — 
occupy. much’ time a supporting it, Med. 
cause, in common, I am sure, with eee 
able members venerally, I wish to Fone: 
what the Treasurer proposes to do” in re- 
gard to it. I cannot imagine any honor- ? 
able member being against the- proposal, sae 
which should commend itself to the 
House and to the country. When | ewe’) 
amend the old-age and invalid’ pensions 
legislation, there are many amendments 
IT should like , 

the rate of pension to be increased to 
£1 per week, and I should like to in 
what has been the effect of ‘increas 
the pension rate from 12s. 6d. to 1. 
per week? What additional expen 
has it entailed? Many application: 
pensions have lately been refused. 
in a great many cases pensions are” 
eut down, (2 hope I am not corr 
venturing the opinion that the in 
has not entailed a very much greate: 
penditure owing to this cutting do 
Sir Josspn Coox.—I will tell th 
orable member presently what 
creased pension has involved. mG 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ae 
that what is being done in the direct 
of cutting foe pensions ig not aug 

































with other honorable members, oe hi 
creat difficulty of late in meee the ful 
rights of old people who are app: 


pensions, and whose applications. 





































j an (hone beer vehi tre! i way 
7 adietment: against the Demisy 


pathetic officers in ‘the Common- 
ervice. He has, however, to ad- 


ut his instructions, So far as he 
ssibly do so, I am sure he is ad- 
ring the Act in a sympathetic 


Burcue... saa can the total 
iture be reduced, having regard 
fact that the pension rate has been 
eased from 12s. 6d. to 15s. per week? 
r PARKER MOLONEY.—TIf, fol- 
hat increase, there has’ been a 
cutting down of ‘pensions, and 
$s are made for reducing them 


‘Burcuert.—But I understood the 


ng 


| 





ed with the way in which the law 
being | administered by the Deputy 
ni issioner of ok in New South 


' ae PARKER MOLONEY .—I am 
sfied that he is sympathetic, and 
as eg tel withhold a at ton In 


ae this motion: relates paride: 
the granting of a destitute allow- 
proposal that must commend 
every honorable member. It 
deplorable if any deserving 
‘or an, or any little child, in. 
3 country were allowed to go hungry. 
celal ee from a democratic Soca 






I saw men ae recently in 


x 


that, in many cases, there 


Be ince ee that he is one of the 


the law as he finds” it, and to 


ble member to say that he was 


ee in oes tins for 


1 to be sai in mpeent of our 
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ie “PARKER MOLONEY. rhode 
eae be*many more democratic coun- 
tries. During the last five years, much 
of our experience has been the very an-— 
tithesis of democratic government, but 
in regard to legislation of a sympathetic 
character “we claim to be an advanced 
country; and it is a stigma on the Com-. 
monwealth that there are in Australia to- 
day hundreds. of little children who, 
when they lie down at night to rest, do 
not know where they are to get their 
breakfast in the morning. The honor- 
able member for Barrier (Mr. Considine) 
referred to children in Sydney whom he | 
had seen searching garbage tins for a 
crust. ; 


Mr. Consrpine.—Not only children, 
but men. eit 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Such a 


thing is a disgrace, and the cause should be 
removed as soon as possible. We have in 
this motion a means for removing the 
stigma, and it has my hearty indorse- 
ment. We should stand for the principle 
that no deserving man or woman, and no 
child who requires food, uid be allowed 


- to go unsatisfied. 


I shall not discuss this question further, 
since I understand that the debate must 
close at 4.30 p.m., and I wish to give the 
Acting Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) an 
opportunity to express the views of the 
Government on the subject. I hope he 


will be able to regard this motion from a 


sympathetic point of view. The lives of 


-the future men and women of Australia 


are at stake; and an ex-Victorian Trea- 
surer once declared that the life of every 
ehild born into the country was. worth 
£300 a. year. 

‘Mr. Lartrp Smrru.—The late Richard 
Seddon said the same thing. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—TI do not 
know how that estimate was arrived at, 
but it is a very low one. A child born 
into this country is worth far more than 
£300 a year. The life of every child is of 
immense importance to the nation. By 
giving effect to the principle,of this metion 
we shall do something in the Jirectiou of — 
prolonging the life of every child in Aus- 
tralia, guard it from being stinted in its 
infancy, and so lead to better citizenship. 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [4.33]—I regret 


- that I am unable to support the motion, | 


but I congratulate the honorable member — 
oat Melbourne Aaah Saueks ‘ ee kis 
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know that it is out of the generosity of his 


heart that he has submitted it. The hon- 
orable member referred to the Christian 


spirit that was necessary to permit of the 
carrying of such a proposition, but I-do 

not know that we should be giving effect 
' to a Christian spirit by carrying the mo- 
tion in its entirety. We have New Testa- 


ment warrant for the saying, ‘‘ If any will 


not. work, neither“ let. him eat.’’ 


Mr. Gass.—tI call attention te the state 
of the House. [Quorum formed. | 


Mr. PROWSE.—For the last twenty 
years I have not ceased to sit on philan- 
thropic boards in the State in which I 
have resided. I was, in Western 
Australia, a member of the Chil- 
dren’s Protection 
ception, and have given more to philan- 
thropic purposesto the helping of the 
helpless—than to any other object in life. 
As a member of the Children’s Protection 
Society, I found that over 75 per cent. of 
the cases of want brought under our 
notice were the result of drink. I find, 
too, that some men, by their manner 
of life, are simply living. up to the 
old-age pensions and Old Men’s Homes 
stage. I once said to a worthy workman 
in my employ upon his return, after a 
three weeks’ bout, ‘‘ My friend, flesh and 
blood will not stand this. What is the 
end to be?’ His reply was, ‘‘Oh, well, 
you know, Mr. Prowse, there is the old- 
age pension and also the Old Men’s 
Depot.’’ If we could so regulate matters 
in this Commonwealth as‘to save men from 
themselves it would be well. Where there 
were real cases of necessity my heart 
would go out to help them without ques- 
tion, but when we find such stumbling 
blocks in the way of men—when we see 
them so lose their own self-respect that 
they would fall back on a measure of this 
kind, what are we to do? We are deal- 
ing, not with the slums of London, but 
with Australia, where every able-bodied 
man should be able to earn his bread and 
clothes. This motion would apply to all 
‘such persons. 
sympathy goes out to the women and chil- 
dren, it seems to me that the motion 
would need to be vitally amended, before I 
could conscientiously vote for it. | 

As I understand that the time has almost 
arrived when the debate must be ad- 
journed, I ask leave to continue my re- 
_ marks on a future date. ii | 
Leave granted; debate adjourned. | 
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BROKEN HILL MINING 
Debate resumed from 29th 
page 1639), on motion by 
DINE— | me 
1. That a Royal Commission be 
investigate and report upon the cond 
connexion with the mining industry at _ 
Hill, and more particularly with r 
(a) cost of production of output; 
of employees; (c) hours and othe 
of labour; (d) health of those enga; 
industry, and the causes of the un 
thereof; (e) selling prices and condi 
in connexion with the sale of metals 
output; (f) profits arising from 
and its: method of distribution. — 
2. That such Royal Commission 
power to summon witnesses and examine 
on oath, and to order the productio 
papers as the Commission may cons | 
sary for the purposes of the investigation, 
shall have all such other powers as 
Commission may consider necessary 
tively performing their functions. — 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) 
support the motion moved by th 
able member for Barrier (Mr. Co 
believing that the time has arrive 
the Government should do som 
determine this dispute, which has 
existence for something like fifteen mon 
It is the longest industrial dispute 
which I have any knowledge, 
not think it can be denied that 1 
cerned in it, who have to 
go, as they have done during tl 
fifteen months, all the consequ 
tions, are carrying it on only f 
son, namely, that it is absolutely 





|. They have en 
through both State and Federal 
to get: the matter before a tribun 
with full powers to sift the w. 
claims and give a decision. Only 
since the question was last discus 
House, an effort was made by 
Government of New South Wale 
Edmunds was appointed to mak 
quiry, and a conference was ¢ : 
representatives of both partie 


be improved. 


arrived at. Judge Edmunds, w. 
the magnitude of the dispute, ¢ 


agree to whatever was the de 


a, 


Ae, 
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or ‘ime to Ronse the sugges- 
fter an adjournment they said 
quite prepared to recommend 
acceptance of the men any sugges- 
ade by the eonference. That, I 
‘as a very fair position for the 


my Bowed that oy were desirous 40 


“ any suggestions that Pare come 
the conference, and, after Tota had 
a discussion, in hel both side as 


b 6. eee natives of the Broken Hill 
npanies repudiated that idea. This 
Auses One to draw the inference that had 


nx) 


[a been favorable to the com- 


Ate 


. they re- 


ung should be done, if only in the in- 
ests of the companies themselves. The 
en and the children of the community 
ects more than the men ade 


uppose Dia: this Beriee would hs con- 
ed if they did not think their claims 
lutely essential. | The most vital point 
| claims 1 1s that there should be some 
al to inquire as to the effects on the 
n of their working in these. deep 
williferous mines. [ venture to say 
if there were such an ‘inquiry, it 
| be found that the men are justified 
king for six hours a day. I speak as 
me with some knowledge of mining, and J 
nown tmen:leaye coal mining in 
health to%take up mining at Broken 
5 I, ynly to find, after some years there, 
i y were. suffering from lung 
1e effect of lead poisoning. The 
results, are found in all deep 
iferous mines; and the honorable 
for’ Barrier ~ (Mr. Considine) 
n | Mcbntted this motion, submitted 
ple medical evidence to support what 
mi saying now. Can we Babee these 


I 


der ‘such conditions, when they 


ei) 


Sasa it is ‘9 their health? 


know 


| as t é ULY, 1920.) d 


a to take up, and it 


Paly the time has arrived when some- 


made. 


Can 
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In the interests of he country, it is the 
duty of this Parliament to intervene. Of 
course, some may ask why the men do not 
zo to the Arbitration Court; but, in my 
opinion, the Arbitration Court, would not 


touch the health phase of the ques- 


tion. IT have had considerable experi- 
ence in connexion with Arbitration 
Courts, and I know that these Courts 
do not consider the question of the 
health of the employees. I feel con-— 
fident that the Arbitration Court would 


not consider how much money was being 


made by way of dividends, or who re- 


-eeived it, but would confine itself to hours 


of labour, wages, and so forth. What the 
motion desires is that a Royal Commission 
shall be appointed, with power to investi- | 
gate the diseases that affect the miners, 
and the causes of those diseases; and 
this, as I say, no Apbitration Court 
would do. -As a matter of fact, it is 
almost impossible to get a case before an 
Arbitration Court to-day, and, as one 
who has advocated arbitration for a. life- 
time, I am beginning to doubt whether 
it is going to prove effective in Australia. 
I have noticed constantly since the war 
that the various companies have placed 
large sums to reserves and other special 
funds, and are réconstructing and in- 
creasing their share capital. This share 


capital, of course, is largely fictitious, be-. 
cause it should have been declared as 


profits; but this might have been found 
liable to the war-time profits tax. How- 
ever, the money is there, and similar con- 
ditions apply to companies generally. 

The result of all this is that if cases are 
taken to the Arbitration Court, the men 
will be confronted with the fact that 
large capital has been sunk in the enter- 
prises, and on that basis the award will be 
I can see nothing but disaster for 
arbitration in the way things are going 
now, and it would be wise for the Com- 
monwealth Parliament to institute an 1n- 
vestigation at the present moment as to 
the number of companies which have in- 
creased their capital, as to whether the 
new shares are bogus or otherwise, and 
in regard to the other point to which 
I have referred. The wealthy, and 
those who control certain industries in 
this country, are, it seems to me, so 
protecting themselves that they are able 
to. carry on outside the law. We apes 
not know how this is done, and I can- 
not prove that it is done; but. that 
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the companies ae seem able to evade the 
law is self-evident. Under the circum- 
stances, if we desire to maintain the con- 
fidence of the men in arbitration, all 
these matters should be investigated. 

_Mr. Consrprne.—No Arbitration Court 
could save the lives of the children. 

Mr: CHARLTON.—It is quite true 
that the Arbitration Court could not 
save the children who suffer from this 1n- 
herited disease; and, therefore, the mo- 
tion should be accepted by the House. 


The State Government has failed to effect 


a settlement, and the dispute goes on 
with disaster to the country generally, for 
it is not only those who are directly en- 
gaged in it that suffer. This dispute 
seems to be a matter of the purse against 
the stomach, and the companies, appa- 
rently, think they are justified in squeez- 
ing the workmen for all they are worth. 
These companies -at Broken Hull have 
made bigger dividends than any other 
companies in Australia, and the accu- 
mulated profits are something like 
£24,000,000. ‘The making of large profits 
continues, and I suppose that during the 
war they made even more than previously. 
Surely, if that is so, the conditions of 
the industry will. bear investigation, 
and can afford to give healthy conditions 
_to those who are “engaged in it? The 
men, and those dependent on them, are 
prepared to continue this fight, although, 
as a matter of fact, their wives and 
families are dependent on the charity of 
the public for proper clothing. IT am 
pleased to say that the organization 
with which I am connected has been con- 
tributing to the assistance of the men and 
their families during the whole of the 
fifteen months, and they are not doing 
this simply because. they like to give 
money away; they contribute because 
they know they are assisting in a fight 
far humanity, in tthe interests of the 
workizg people. 

EHlow long are we going to allow the 
present state of things to continue? Is 
its continuance in the best interests of 
the country? The men have made fair 
offers for the purpose of arriving at a 
settlement, and their whole attitude shows 
that they believe themselves to be 
thoroughly in the right. All that-is de- 
sired is a Royal Commission, with power 
to make a thorough and comprehensive 
investigation, and I dare say, though, of 
course, I am not speaking for them, that 
the men would be prepared to accept the 


[REPKESENTATIVES.] 





nt Pease St i is 
Mimng Industry, 


= tot 
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doa of such a Commission, and Pes | 
return to work in the meantime on the 
six-hour basis. I admit that the time has 
arrived when this Parliament should do 
something. We are nob justified in sit- 
ting idly by, and sheltering ourselves be 


hind the plea that this is a State matter. 


The Broken Hill mining industry is as 
near Inter-State as any industry could 
be. After all, South Australia and Vac- © 
toria derive much benefit from this) Ga~9)))'\"%, 
dustry, but in South Av der and.also 
at Cockle Creek, and, I) understand, in. 
Tasmania, works are closed. down in con a 
sequence ‘of the dispute, and hundreds 
of men thrown out of employment. As — 
a matter of fact, the employees them+ 
selves are an Inter-State body, for they _ 
are associated with the Coal and Shale 
Miners Federation, which extends over 
almost, all the States. From both ‘hess | 
points of view, the dispute is a. Come 


monwealth matter, and ‘we, a the Gree 
National Parliament, have a ‘perfect 
right to. intervene.” | “AB UP aaaa all. 


we are asked to do is to appoint” mr 
tribunal, with power to investigate the 

grievances, and I dare say that amy de- 
cision arrived at in this way would be : 
accepted. From all I have read and 

know of the matter, I feel confident that, ei 
on the medical testimony, a six hours ye 
day would -be granted. There seems to i 
me no justifiable reason for asking men 

to work for forty or forty-eight hours 

if thirty-six hours a week are ample to a 
give a return on the capital. It has 
been proved beyond doubt that 

with a six hours day there would be i, 
ample return on the capital invested. | 
That ought to be considered a fair thing. 
The companies have no right to endea~ 
vour to extract the last shilling out of the 
employees. I admit that the request fori oe 
a six-hour day is to apply to a week of 
only five days. I am-ene who has always — ee 
believed that five days is sufficient for 
any man to work underground, When iit 
I was working in the coal mines I. held 
that. view, and I endeavoured to shave qa 
Saturday work abolished... What the men 
at Broken Hill are asking for is only 
fair. Some honorablé members may 
think that men ought to work for six 
days, but I hold that five days of six | 
hours each is a long enough week | is 












any man to work in the bowels of we fs 
earth, where’he has to contend with bad — 


air sn orher conditions which are | ans 





































lividends prove . that, working 


| wealth to pay to the com- 
, fai e capital in- 
I hope that the Government 
tui egeee consider this motion.. The 


m; on the contrary, ‘it eould do a 
nt f good. | It would set the wheels of 
try in motion, and would give re- 
housands of persons in different 
ie the Ppa lst who have 





At Gockle Creek between 700 
men are out of work, although 
> not parties to the dispute. 
ing about a resumption of work 
ig industry we should do much to 
: We ought not 
yocate jnereased “production - to the 
rdy of the health of those employed 
e Dake of Broken Hill back to work 

m fair and reasonable conditions 


Bi as a aoa ae be the gainer. 


‘his irae has achieved a 


ca F or all practical purposes 
‘is a South Australian town, 


hot possibly in 
f the Cn. companies whose 


i ith the treatment meted 
mpanies to the miners at 
it. is all ee well for 


The catteae of earn 


‘employment in South Australia. 
good men, they easily obtain work and 


i 


geen scores of them at work in 


will protect their health, the com- ca 


re, thespeople of that State 
. ee mouths of the miners’ 


their employees will. bear — 
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some of them know nothing about the 


question, which ‘has been placed before 
the House in a shockingly fenigear 
fashion. 
Mr. Consiprnz.—I represent only one 
side. _ | 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Exactly, | 
but I wish to deal with both sides. It. 
is and has been for the last thirty years 
a common occurrence that when strikes 
occur in Broken Hill the best men leave 
the town on the following day, and seek 
Being 


they remain in South Australia until the 
strike is settled. : Why do they leave 
Broken Hill so hurriedly ? Simply be- 
eause their only alternative is to remain 
there idle and speechless; they would 


not be allowed to tell the truth. Nobody 


knows that better than does the honor- 
able member for the Barrier (Mr. Con- 
sidine). I know those men, and I have 
South 
Australia during the currency of. this 
They get employment there, and 
are appreciated as good workmen. ‘This 
strike is not the fault of the rank and 
file miners; it was caused by the officials 
and a relatively small section. of the 
miners. | 
The honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 

Charlton) referred to the sufferings inct- 
dental to mining operations, and to the 
health of the children at. Broken Hill. 

In that’ regard most unjustifiable and ex- 
aggerated statements have been made, as 
has been proved by the severe resentment 
expressed by the Broken Hill Municipal 
Council. That council is a body which 
would not be likely to be prejudiced 

against the miners, or to do anything de- — 
trimental to the health of citizens and 
their children. But the council unani- 
mously stated that the statements that 
had been made were a slander, and that, 
in respect of health, the children of 


BYoken Hill were a fair sample of the ‘ 


children in any big Australian town. 
That is the opinion of a Labour council 
at Broken Hull. | 
Mr, Constpine.—There is no Labour 
council there. ; a 
Mr. RICHARD ‘FOSTER. —Not acy 


boeding to the honorable member’s view 


of Labour; but the ordinary working men _ 
in Broken’ Hill do not indorse the honor- — 
able member’ s views by a long way. 4 ae 


4 7 
\ \ Sey 
hh { \ ue nM i j 


* ’ 3 


4 4 q ND.” ar f Bei 
# | nT ae 


Broken Hill 


know that the honorable member for Hun. 
ter (Mr. Charlton) is as fair a Man as 
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there is in this House, and that he would — 


not wilfully make misrepresentations. 
But’ the inference to be drawn from the 
honorable member’s statement is that no- 
thing effective has been done by the State 
authorities in the interests of the health 


of the people and in order to cope with 


athe sickness that is caused by under- - 
ground work. The honorable member 
knows tliat there is sitting at the present 
time an, expert Committee, which is con- | 
ducting one of the most effective investi- 


gations that has ever been attempted by 


any people 1 in regard to industrial matters 
in relation to health. 


Mr. Cuariton.—Would not the find- 
ings of the Committee be good evidence 
to place before a Royal Commission ? 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—This talk 
about a Royal Commission is all hum- 


bug. 


in New South Wales, why not apply to 
the New South Wales Government? In 
that State a Labour Government is in 
power, and surely honorable members op- 
posite can trust their own people.- The 
Federal authorities have no right to in- 
terfere in a matter that is purely within 
the province of the Government of New 
South Wales. The expert Committee, 
~which’has been at work for many months, 
is now bringing its investigation to a 
close. This motion was very effectively 


dealt with by the honerable member for. 


Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell). 


Mr. Consipive.—He was at Broken 
Hill for twenty-four hours. - Blt 


Mr. RICHARD. FOSTER.—He was 
there long enough to get a lot of truth 
that the honorable Oe did not want 
him to get, and which enabled him to 
riddle the honorable member’s arguments 
through and through. I remember that 
when the honorable member for: Barrier 
was moving this motion the honorable 
member fore Fawkner was becoming | 
tressed, and [I urged him te visit Brolten. 
Hill and get the facts for himself, and 
not be misled by the unfair and’ biased 
statements which were being made. The 
honorable member for Fawkner did go to 
Broken Hill for the week-end, and he ob- 
tained a lot of valuable information. He 


came back and gave the House his im- 


pressions. _ I have known the conditions 
on the Barrier for the last thirty years. 
‘ nm f 2 é : 4 


If a Royal Commission is required ” 
to investigate the conditions of a town 


is; 




















‘Mi Coxstixe. a 
‘change. | 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER 
never been inside a stock excl 
day, South Australia is losin, 
of £500,000 per annum through 
iquitous strike. Re ey 

Mr. Consipi1nE.—I thought ~ 
able member said that this was 
for the New South Wales Governr 
*Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—So — 
because Broken Hill is situated v 
the State of New South Wales. — 
revenue of the South Australian n | 
ways from the Broken Hill traffic 
mighty big item in the finance 0 
alse Fouth Australia. has beer 


aah chndiste’ will have to cease, 
working men of this country aré 
ning to realize that the leaders o ae 
unions are the real menace ¥ th p ae 
gress of this country. 
, Mr, Maxin.—We vane a b t; 
of arbitration. 

Mr. Bee 
sent arbitration. sytem was. _ 
rhe. Pe book by 


ee ene lawyers. SRE A reo ie 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER 

it is about time we had a mo 

form of arbitration. aes 


Mr. Makin. a ee 


very glad to Stee that 
member. is Mie -me, 


inet Rtn ? 
‘Mr. RICHARD | FOSTER.- 
aig of the kind. se 
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There will have 


“into grave oultic. 
If 


to be a weeding-out of these. leaders. 


the workers at the Barrier weeded out: 


) about. 100 of these men, Broken Hill 
would: be a workers’ paradise. 
ee itr ConsIDINE.—We would not have 
Dee htiy to manage the mines then. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—We could 
ce _ Manage the mines quite well enough 
ewithout the assistance of the honorable 
member. If I had my way, he would be 
_ one of the first to be weeded out. If 
these so-called leaders were removed from 
Bo iaroken Hill, the Barrier, “industrially, 
would. be one ‘of the most attractive places 
in the Commonwealth. No one knows 
that: better than the honorable member 
- for the Barrier; but he is having a very 
#8 good time himself. 
a . Consipine.—Of course I am, ae 
ee, A i want others to have a good time ‘also: 


eG Mr. RICHARD’ FOSTER.—Concerned 
cae I have been for the general interests 
i of my own State, and for those of the 
. men who have made’ Broken Hill, so 
many of whom have come into South 
_ Australia for work until the. mines re- 
rae I urge the House to resist this 
sham concerning the appointment of 
a ee Royal Commission. 1 think the 
Ae nonorable member for ,Hunter (Mr. 
; Charlton) has overlooked the fact that an 
_ inquiry was made by a costly and effec- 
tive Commission of skilled specialists; and 
“t may interpolate here that one-half of 
the cost of that, Commission was borne, 
_ voluntarily, by these ‘‘ wicked ’’ owners 
A HOF: the Broken Hill mines. In order that 
the people of Australia may have the 
truth, I asked the company’s representa- 
tives ‘to prepare for me a statement of 
| the real eon concerning this record 
strike. 






























Bere rai A “cooked ’’ state- 
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Mr. RICHARD FOSTER_I am 
satisfied that the verdict may safely be 
gy left. to the people of this country. The 
: eee any, in their statement, say— 








ey ihe: stoppage of work at Broken Hill was 





a Mispute, for which the companies were in no 


way responsible, and it was only after the 
mines had been idle for several weeks that 





the A.M.A. decided to make a strike of it. 
tae a matter of fact, the Federal arbitration 


{1 Jury, 
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for the full demands in a new log bu had 
framed. This log claimed— 


(a) £1 per shift for all men and boys 
alike, whether working underground 
or on the surface; 

(6) six-hour shifts on surface and under- 
ground worked only on 5 ae per 
week ; 


The honorable member for Hunter was 
corrected on that.point. I know he would 
not have wittingly made an _ incorrect 
statement on this matter, 


(ec) abolition of ee shift on surface and 
underground ; 

(d) abolition of contract system on sur- 
face and underground ; 

(e) compensation for ‘occupational diseases 
in addition to the provisions of the 
existing. New.|\South Wales Workers’ 
Compensation Act. 

The companies’ reply was that the industry 
could not carry on under these terms, as they 


. involved a reduction of actual working time 


for miners underground to under 21 hours per 
week, and the output would be reduced by 60 
per cent., viz., 1,180,000 to 472,000 tons per 
year. The companies, however, offered to give 
every facility to enable the A.M.A. to submit 
its case to the Federal or State Arbitration 
Court, and to make any increases awarded re- 
trospective to 16th June, 1919, the date the 
old award, expired. 

The member for the Barrier did not explain. 
that all the suffering by men, women, and 
children in Broken Hill during the last twelve 
months has been caused by the A.M.A. refus- 
ing to submit these claims to any form of 
arbitration. Several conferences were held 
with the leaders of the A.M.A., and the com- 
panies made substantial concessions. From 
first to Jast the A.M.A. gave no indication of 
receding ‘from any of its demands, some of 
which the men themselves admit were utterly 
impracticable. 

In his desire to create an impression, Mr. 
Considine quoted the total amount of divi- 
dends paid by the mining companies in the 
past. This money, however, has not been 
banked as a fund out of which future wages 
might be paid. It has been distributed among 
the thousands of shareholders in the- mines, 
many of whom are women and wage-earners 
who have been thrifty enough to save a little 
money for investment. Future wages must 
come out of future production. References to 
the dividends paid in the past are utterly 
futile. While the companies have never con-- 
tended that they were unable to pay increased 
wages, they know that if the A.M.A. demands 
were granted, involving only 21 hours’ work: 
underground for miners, none of ‘the mines 
eould any longer be worked as ordinary busi- 
ness undertakings. 

Reference was made by_Mr. Considine to 
the Broken Hill companies’ .investments in 
other companies. The whole of the mines are 
owned by public companies, which, under the 
Companies Act, publish half-yearly or yearly — 
ee statements of their profits and their 
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assets and liabilities. These balance-sheets, 
of course, carry the certificate of public audi- 
tors, whose professional position is accepted by 
shareholders, business people, and the Taxa- 
tion Department, as a guarantee of correct- 
ness of the information given. In this re- 


spect the Broken Hill companies are in the 


for. 


same position as all other public companies, — 


or the Commonwealth Bank; but to a sus- 


picious mind like Mr. Considine’s any business © 


practice established on the world’s accumu- 
lated experience is all wrong. It is true that 
the Broken Hill companies have invested large 
sums of money -in other companies, viz., 
Broken Hill Associated Smelters, at Port 


Pirie, and Electrolytic Zine Company, at Ris- 


don, Tasmania, both of which are essential to 
protect the 
Hill. : 
Without the smelters at Port Pirie to con- 
vert the concentrates produced at the mines 
into market metal, there would have been no 
work at Broken Hill during the war. Concen- 
trates were unsaleable. In accordance with 
the policy of making the British Empire self-: 
contained—— | 


Mr, 





Cons1pD1nE.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The. hon- 
-orable member does not want it to. be 
self-contained. : 
-Mr. Warkins.—The Germans got most 
of it. The honorable member knows 
that, surely. . 4 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The hon- 
orable member is talking nonsense. 

Mr. Warxins.—No, I am not. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Let me 
repeat— 

In accordance with the policy of making the 
British Empire self-contained’ in regard to 
metal supplies, the Electrolytic Company has 


silver-lead-zine mines of Broken © 


-venologist; Dr. 


- attendants, 


Bee i 


Vie 


‘that the proposed inquiry is to 


been established, and the smelters extended, | 


with the 'result that the prospects of being 
able to give, continuous work to 10,000 men 
at Broken Hill and Port Pirie are greatly 
improved, and employment provided for up 
to 1,500 at Risdon. The companies’ invest- 
ments in these allied companies require no 
other justification. 

With reference to the health question, Mr. 
Considine was not fair or candid. He did not 
appear to think it worth while to explain to 
the House that the companies are just as 
anxious as the men to learn the facts of the 
position. He might “have explained that the 
companies joined with the A.M.A. in making 


representations to the New South Wales: Go- 


vernment to appoint a Commission of experts 
to inquire into the whole subject. The New 
South Wales Government delayed its decision, 
and the companies then offered to the A.M.A. 
and other employees to find all the money 
necessary to enable a joint medical committee, 
half of its members to be appointed by the. 
employees and half by the companies, to inves- 
tigate fully the effect of working conditions 
on the health of the employees, = £ 
ments for this committee were under con- 

vr ds : % 


modern appliances for protectin 


Workers’ Compensation Act. 


Arrange- — 


; 
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sideration when the 


of Trade inquiry again saree 


This purely official inquiry 
the private committee previo 
The Board of Trade esti 
inquiry would run into at least 
the late New South Wales Gc 
murred at the expense. At th s 
however, of Mr. A. C, Willis, secre ar 


agreed to bear half the cost, des 


Ardlethan, 
Hill. 7 ne 
That Commission commenced iti 
tions at Broken Hill in January 1 
ing its three and a half months’ w 
dealt with about 1,700 men, involvi 
examinations, made up of X-ray, 1,3! 
cal, 950; industrial histories, 1,150; an 
worm, 1,600. The Commission is compr 
Dr. H. G. Chapman, Professor | 
cology in the Sydney University; 
Edwards, of Macquarie-street, Syd 
W. Sawyer, sen 
Director of the International Healt! 
of the United States of America — 
Foundation); Dr. S. A. Smith, of 
street, clinician and consultant; 
Halero Wardlaw, bio-chemist. On 
of the Commission are Dr. John Meck 
Rosenthal, Dr. Rushton-Smith, D: 
Nelson, Dr. Packham, Dr, Pfeiff 
Waddell, as well as microscopists, 
X-ray photographers, 
clerks, &c, The Commission has 1] 
to-date X-ray outfit in Australi 
is’ every reason to believe that 
tion will.be more searching and comp 
any similar inquiry previously carrie 
any part of the world. The intenti 
examine all the employees, and th 
will review conditions at ‘Broken 
light of the Commission’s repor 
Unfortunately the Commission 
plete its task until the mines 
tions, as the companies and th 
the Commission to examine the 
ing conditions, Thus we have 
position of the A.M.A. leaders comp! 
the health conditions, and yet making 
possible for the Commission to finish 
Many improvements have been m 
cent years in the methods of w 
mines, which are equipped wi 


and other fields besides — 
SS a 





ployees’ health. The companies 
take any further steps towards — 
the Commission’s report may indic 
time, the companies have offered — 
with their employees in’ establishin 
fund, and are prepared to formul: 
on the lines contemplated by thi 
Wales Act, under which contribut 
employers and employees may be 
by. the State. This would, of ¢ 
addition to the statutory obliga io 
companies, in view of the increa 
living and the postponement of j 
the Federal Arbitration Court. 
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mi weges and shee Peale "An 
nereased wages ae reduced hours was 


yhether the A.M.A. has taken up a rea- 
ble attitude. The aim of the A.M.A. in 


above: or. Pualow round (based on 44 
). Before the dispute the minimum. rate 
, miner on wages was IAs. 94d. This has 
been increased to 18s. for those on day 
and to 19s. 9d. for those on afternoon 
ight shift. The minimum wage for con- 
ors underground was 13s. ld. This has 
aised to 16s. 4d. for the day shift, and 
. for the afternoon shift. Miners on eon- 
act previously earned an average of 21s, 5d. 
ft, pene in view: of the above increases, 


st ce the Rani agreeing to abolish 
3 it 80 al as the stoping and breaking a ore 


| pba in the light cy these figures, 
say oe this i is not ghey as hand- 


the hours were 44 underground 
i the surface. The companies offered 
derground workers a 44-hours week on 
ift, and 40 hours on afternoon and night 
the same time it was pointed out to 
that the Arbitration Court was mak- 
exhaustive inquiry into the question of 
nd the promise was made that, should 
a further reduction be granted to other unions, 
t he concession would be extended as far as 
possi. to the whole of the employees of the 
nies at Broken Hill. 
ey egard to abolition of contract for the 
ip tion of ore the companies could not see 


ich is fair to both sides, and meets 
pproval of many of the men. The 
however, agreed that a joint com- 
prising managers and union repre- 
should be appointed to see what 
oh ame be devised in the exist- 


nate to periodieally vee rates 
accordance with official cost of liv- 
ures, and to finance a‘co-operative store, 
reduce the ruling high prices. They also 
a scheme whereby | every employee whose 
reached a prescribed standard 
e granted a a eee SR on full 
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“to make any compromise on this. 
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All the other unions at Macwen Hill have 
gone to arbitration, and their members, num- 
bering a majority of the companies’ employees, | 

are not participating in the strike. 


Mr. Consipinz.—The statement needs 
revision, -because the engineers have 
joined the miners since it was written, a 
couple of months ago. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER ea was not 
written a couple of months ago. The 
statement proceeds— 

Amiecable conferences have been held with 
them, and no difficulty is anticipated in mutu- 
ally satisfactory agreements being arranged, 
outstanding points being left to the Arbitra- 
tion Court. The companies’ offer to these’ 
unions was to reduce hours for surface workers 
from 48 to 46, and in continuous processes to 
44 per week. Compared with pre-strike rates, 
the basic wage will be increased from 12s. to 
15s. per day, and employees will. receive 48 
hours’ pay for 46 hours or 44 hours’ work re- 
spectively. Carpenters, fitters, curners, 
boilermakers, &ce., will receive 18s. 6d. per 
day, as against 13s. per day prior to the 
strike, and main shaft engine-drivers go up 
from I6s. 6d. ‘to 22s. on day shift, and 24s. 
on night and afternoon shifts. 

The companies recognise that, in the past, 
rising cost of living has been imposed on em- 
ployees for some time before the statistician’s 
index figures were available, on which to base 
an increase of wages. To meet this position 
the companies have taken the latest available 
figures, and made a generous addition to them 
to justify the new basic wage of 15s. per day. 
The companies have endeavoured to grant a 
wage ahead of rising cost of living instead of 
having the wage rate dragging behind. cost of 
living. These new rates will be retrospective 
to Ist J anuary last, and will be reviewed at the » 
end of the year. 

In the view of Mr. Considine and the 
A.M.A, strike leaders, however, the concessions 
offered amount to nothing, although they will 
probably involve the companiés in increased 
wages of over £500,000 per year. In addition, 
all mining stores and machinery have greatly 
inereased in price, but as the reduction of 
hours offered will, according to past experi- ~ 
ence, inevitably reduce the production of the 
mines, it is impossible to estimate the full 
effect: of the new conditions. 

Mr. Considine eould find only abuse for the 
companies which have done these things to 
bring about a resumption of work, and only 
admiration for the union which has done 
absolutely nothing in that direction. 

He applauds the actions of a small body of 
men’ who have scorned the principle of arbi- 
tration that their own party was instrumental 


in having embodied in the law of the land, and — 


who hawe, instead, preferred to take the course ~ 
of direct aetion;: thereby bringing privation 


and misery to a thriving city. of. 30,000 in- 


habitants solely dependent on the mining in- 
dustry of Broken Hill, as well as inflicting 
hardship upon a further 7 0,000 people directly 


and ipderec tty dependent on the industry. 
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I commend this statement to the con- 
sideration of honorable members—I know 
what the verdict of ‘the people of the 
country will be upon it, and I ask honor- 
able members opposite, who represent 
the unions, to say whether the conces- 
sions made by the companies, are not 
very handsome indeed. ~ It is about time 
the people of the country knew where 
members of the National Parliament who 
represent ithe unions stand, because we 
are drifting to ruin if we do not pull up. 
We all know the stringency of the finan- 
cial position, the burden the country has 
to bear, and the debts it has to hquidate, 
but there is no need for pessimism if 
every man and woman will do his or her 
duty. If, however, the industrial condi- 
tions which have prevailed during the last 
six or twelve 
there is trouble ahead of us, and no one 
will feel it more than will the worker. 
It is not to be wondered at that, to-day, 
the great majority of the industrial 
workers of Australia are sorting out their 
men and balancing up accounts after 
every strike. They are’ beginning to 
realize who are their friends and who 
are their enemies. | 


Mr. Maxin.—The honorable 


member 


was never regarded politically as a great. 


friend of the worker. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I. owas 


never regarded as an enemy of the worker. 

Mr. Maxin.—We shall ask some of the 
South Australian railway men. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am pre- 
pared to accept their verdict; not the ver- 
dict of the logfers, but the verdict of the 
workers; and I know what it will be. I 
have a record, as Minister of State hand- 
ling the South Australian railw ays for 
six years, and I challenge my budding 
young friend opposite to point to one 
- single instance in which I have done any- 


thing against the interests of the railway - 


workers in South Australia. I know 
them, and they know me. I am proud 
of the great bulk of them. It is useless 
for the honorable member to indulge in 
such talk. If it is a sample of what we 
are to expect from him, I am afraid his 
work in.this House will not be in the in- 
terests of the same railway men, or of 
any other workers in this country. 

Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [5.29],— 
I have listened with interest to the advo- 


cate of the companies at Broken Hill, and 


increases offered ? 


months are to continue — 


‘the Broken Hill mines. 


it seems to me that if the ita ae “ 
has read is correct it is a wonder that. ‘ciel “ ny 


strike continues. 


Mr. RicHarp Kosta Vou 7 that is 
what the country is wondering. ; 
Mr. WATKINS—One wonders why 
companies who have made millions Oe 
pounds in this country would stand out 


~ against giving an extra 8d. per day to. the 


men, according to their own figures. - c 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster. —Is the Ap : 
able member taking into consideration the 
What is the use of ens 
deavouring to bamboozle honorable mem-~ ey 
ber’s by referring to 3d. ? ! Ps 
Mr. WATKINS'.—I am taking the hon- o | 
orable member’s own figures. i. 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster. What has: 3a. 
to do with the question? — , iS 
Mr. WATKINS.—The hongeete mem- pa 
ber pointed out that the companies had — 
offered 19s. 9d., and that the men were 
demanding £1. s 
Mr. Ricuarp Fostser.—Give whatever ie 
is demanded I suppose? fe 
Mr. WATKINS.—The honeraiiets mem- 
ber for Wakefield (Mr. Richard Poster) 
brought it up to a difference of 3d., and — 
it would have béen better if he’ had dealt 
with this question quite apart from the — 
general industrial situation throughout ne 
Australia. 1 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—It would not. ie 
Mr. WATKINS.+This question eonue a 
be considered apart from all other indus- _ 
trial undertakings in this country, because : 
those engaged in lead mines in all coun- 
tries of the world have to experience disa 
bilities that are unknown to those: Blas 
ing in other mines, 
‘Mr. RicHarp Foster. —That is ad 
mitted. 7 > ey 
Mr. WATKINS. —The companies are 
late in admitting it. f 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster. _They are eee (uit 
Mr. WATKINS.—Let me inform the | ng 
honorable member for Wakefield - ‘bers 
Richard, Foster) that I have seen in om 
own electorate strong and«healthy me 
who were handling lead go to their graves ae 
within a period of three years. That has r 
been the experience in New South Wales, Me 
quite apart from what has happened. ir ue 
The honorable a 
member for Wakefield (Mr. Richard at 
Foster) should know. something of mining 
and the conditions under which ie: men — | 
are employed. I visited the Brol Ail 
mines, wherb I saw the men ab. work, and 
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Alfie i my return I described the mines as 
ta - the | “leaden hells’’ of this country. 
: “Mr. Ricuarp Foster. — When was 
A that? 
Mr. WATKINS. ae few years ago. 
ae Me Ricuarp Fosrer.—And they have 
been improving ever since. 
"Mr. WATKINS:—The compaxiies were 
_ quite satisfied to allow the men to work 
bd under those conditions at that time. I 
am informed by the honorable member for 
Lt Barrier (Mr. Considine) that the wages— 
ite apart from the contract rates—of the day 
“men working underground at Broken Hill 
were 13s. per day. Let honorable mem- 
compare that, rate with the wages 
is is Rid in other classes of employment 
ie i: throughout the country. 
|. Mr. Ricwarp Foster. —Be fair, 









and 


Dee Mr. WATKINS.—I am anes the 
ny a position when the trouble began. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—It ‘originated in 
oF quarrel between two unions, 
ae Mr. WATKINS.—The honorable mem- 


the question: Witatarer was the cause at 
the dispute, the fact remains that 13s. per 
st oe was being paid to day men working 
a aD pe Gaderground, and honorable members know 


very well that that rate does not compare 


F 3 at all favorably with the rate paid for 
more attractive work elsewhere, more par- 
® * ticularly in connexion with other classes 
__ of mining in Australia. When we con- 
- Phaidon the difference in the rate, and 
D the ‘risks incurred—I am _ not suggest- 
a ing that the compgny have not en- 
_deavoured to improve the conditions—it 
& ‘must be admitted that it is unreasonable, 
a ~ as there is always a risk incurred by. those 
nD prorene in a lead mine. 
o ~ Mr. Ricwarp Fostrrr.—That 
mitted. 
Mr. WATKINS.—If that is admitted, 
why has there been so much opposition 
‘ to a fair wage and reasonable working 
RNG hours? The honorable member for Wake. 
field (Mr. Richard Foster) pointed out 
that the wages in future must be based 
By he upon the profits derived from now on, as 
_ profits derived in the past have been. al- 
ready’ disbursed. 





ad- 


is 








ee . been paid in dividends. 
- Mr. WATKINS.—The Broken Hill 








“ie companies have made ee of goes: 
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Mr. WATKINS.—The admission, then, 
is that nothing has been put aside to 
euard against the time when profits are 
reduced owing to the increased depth at 
which operations are being conducted, and 
that, in order that the mines shall pay, 
whether the yield is satisfactory or not, 
the men who work by the sweat of their 
brow must bear the burden. 

“Mr. Ricnuarp Foster.—Why does not 
the honorable member adhere to the wages 
question ¢ 

Mr. WATKINS.—I am dealing with 
the statement of the honorable member. 

Mr. Rrowarp Fostrr.—It is not my 
statement, but one supplied by the com- 
panies. | 

Mr. WATKINS.—The honorable mem- 
ber evidently supports its contents. 

Mr. Ricuard Fosrrr.—l submitted it 
to the House for the information of hon- 
orable members. 

Mr. WATKINS.—Then the honorable 
member for Wakefield must not object if 
I reply to certain statements, which he 
read from the document. I do not think 
any ‘honorable member considers that 
such industrial troubles as this are 
of any benefit to the community, particu- 
larly to those engaged in the industry. 
Does the honorable member for Wakefield 
(Mr. Richard Foster) expect to convince — 
the House that men are likely to deli- 
berately refuse to go to work for fifteen 
months, particularly when their refusal is 
causing hardship to women and. children, 
if they had not a grievance! 

Mr. Riowarp Fosrer.—lI have told the 
honorable member that they are not al- 
lowed to return to work. 


Mr. WATKINS.—Does the honorable 


' member think that it is possible for any 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster. —They have all 


report. 


men, whatever their opinions may be, io 
keep men from their employment for 
fifteen months if they believe that-they are 
being justly treated? I do not think ‘it 
would be possible for any organization, 
however powerful, to take such a stand 
under the circumstances I have indicated. 
According to the speech of the honorable 


member for Wakefield, it~ would appear 


that there are a number of philanthropists 
ready and willing to come forward, not 
only to improve “the conditions of their 
working people, but to pay them the hand- — 
some wages that he has quoted from the 
Tf that is the position, why should 
there be any abior Hon to a Commission ? 
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Mr. Ricuwarp Fostrr.— Why 1s it neces- 
sary to appoint a Royal Commission to 
ascertain. facts which are admitted? The 
Commission, if appointed, would be simi- 
lar to a number of other Commissions. 
Mr. Burcuert.—What about a Com- 


mission in New South Wales, which made - 


certain recommendations fifteen months 
ago, and nothing has been done? | 
Mr. WATKINS.— Whose fault is that? 
Mr. Burcuriy.—I am merely drawing 
attention to the fact, and am not suggest- 
it is the honorable member’s fault. _ 
Mr. WATKINS.—tThe honorable mein- 
ber for. Barrier (Mr. Considine) states 
that the men who are involved in this dis- 
pute will abide by Gecisone of the Com- 
mission. 
Mr. Beanie did not say that. [ 
am not going to speak for.3,000 or 4,000 
men, as they will have to decide that mat- 
~ ter themselves. 

- Mr. WATKINS.—It will be admitted, 
I think, that if a Royal Commission were 
| appointed: to investigate the whole ques- 
tion, its decisions would go a long way 


to solve the difficulty that at present 


exists between the two parties. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—i do not admit 
that, as the future depends largely on 
the report of the scientific authorities. 

Mr. Consipinz.—The scientific report 
has nothing to do with the question. 

Mr. WATKINS.—I have no doubt 
that the scientists will be able to submit 
some valuable facts regarding the con- 
ditions under which the men have ‘to 
work. The work of raising lead and silver 
ore is not in any way comparavle ‘to Laat 
of obtaining stcne from a quarry or 
minerals from other mines. Under the 
conditions that exist at Broken Hull it 
is unreasonable to ask men to work for 
more than five days a week. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—And the under- 


ground men have that. 

Mr. WATKINS.—I was not under the 
impression that they were working only 
five days a week at present. 

Mr, Consip1ne.—Five days of eight 
: Holits and four hours on Saturday. 

Mr. WATKINS.—That makes five and 
a- ea days per week. 

_ Mr, Fentron.—The short day on Satur- 
i Se is recognised everywhere. 

Mr. WATKINS:—When men working 
underground in a lead or in any other 
mine commence to perspire it matters 
Nery little if they work four or six hours 
Re day; at means | another nize 
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Government in connexion with a disp 
_ the honorable member for Wakefield | 


the Arbitration Court to sett] abel 


me exactly where he stands. | 


eae 

























and ate Some days we 
caipeens a the ¢ a 


cept. a We 
Mr, beta ats, Yes; eo. 


to re the sspocaibuaye ‘upon Pee 


of this magnitude, because, if ever 
was an industrial disturbance. th 


That ae er Catal by Phe 


Richard Foster), who has already p 
out that it concerns South Aust ia 
considerable extent, Hae ay me an 
“Mr. Rrowarp Fosrar. And they he 

A 


Mr: Consipinz.—A State Arbit 
Court cannot deal with the questions +h 
would be considered: by a Be be 
sion. a 
Mr. WATKIN 8. oe n 
question, therefore, scomes — 
abies of ln Parliament. 


hae men out G enone 
dislocated a great industry—— 

Mr. Ricnarp Fosrer.—Neweastl 
had as much to do with that : as t 16 
Hall speak | 


the sinews Lot war. 
Mr. 
member has ara a point 


Mr. ‘Ricuarp Posten —T 


Mr: WATKINS phat ‘is to s 
should any body of men becor 
in a dispute, they should not b elp 
their fellow workmen elsewhere. — 

Mr. Rrowarp Foster. ven di 0 
thas sia i 

Mr. WATKINS. oat th 
ee of SA seal i 
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. Wakefield (Mer. Foster) ‘hae contained in the matter of vital war 

ferred to the help which Broken Hill necessities and similar products. 

en have been getting from the coal Anything in the direction of an in- 
3 of New South Wales. The Coal quiry, or indeed, any action inaugurated 

? Federation officials set. out to jy this Parliament, would ibe justifiable 

wie if it tended to bring about a termination 

ir. Ae Fosrz. —And ‘well they of the unhappy dispute at Broken Hill. 
ght, m the interests of their own mone- A. Commission could do no harm to any 
one, so long as there was nothing to hide, 

I Pay Ae ENS. —They were thesame and I strongly press for its appointment. 

sinks who, in effect, brought about the Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Act- 
erence, which proved abortive. Their ing Treasurer and Minister for the Navy) 

s in that direction having failed, is 52] —I do not. intend to discuss the 
rand the coal miners behind ‘them are merits of the question at all.’ I take 


present: helping to the very best of other objections to the proposal. In ‘the 
ir abilities the women and children of first place, it appears to me to be a motion 
Or sain ue ; and they will continue to for the appointment of a ‘Royal Commis- 

sion to sit on the work of the rps 
do not “want to depart from the terms (Court. ! 


1e motion except to deal with one Mr. Consmine.—That ought not to be 
ark uttered by the honorable member 9, objection from the point of view of 


Wakefield in regard to the efforts of 4), Government, seeing that several times 


yreat Britain to become ee recently the Government has appointed 
sspecting metal output. Such an asser- tyitunals to settle industrial disputes. 


makes one think. Bier to the Six ‘JOSEPH COOK. Ouite russ 
but it is not a good plan, is it? We have 
set up Arbitration Courts which, in my 

opinion, ought to be obeyed, at any rate, 
— ohet deg ls 0 Wrage haat ET they are differently constituted. 
‘Wi _ If to-day they are working clumsily and 
ae i alee ga f pce are not securing the ends of justice with 


| expedition; if equity and good con- 
proken Mill lead was being fired by oionte are not being administered. 


these Courts, then their original pientiaa 
is being departed from. My own opinion 
is that the Arbitration Courts to-day are 
not carrying out the original intention. 
tia They have become Law Courts. That is 
Me war, tried er ee "export the trouble with them. They are no longer 
metals, particularly — on Arbitration Courts. They are so_ beset 
by rule and regulation that it is impos- 
sible to get through the network in order 
broke soit who was it that to take any by-and-large common-sense 
uch a proposition? view of our difficulties as they arise from 
Larep SMITH Who prevented time to time. I well remember when the 

ill lead fro getting into the first Arbitration Court was set up in New 
the coibiie fs South Wales. I took part, with all zest, in 
WATKINS. a am referring to a the proceedings having that end in view. 
jong before the war. It was I believed that such a Court would be 
influence of the mine-owners which good for the workers of the community, 
he New South Wales Parliament to and would tend to bring the two factors 

our efforts.in, the direction of of industry more closely together. I re- 
ing an export duty upon Australian gret that the result has been quite the re- 

si However, it is good to. know, ' verse of my anticipations. The Courts 
at this late hourg that British people have acted, indeed, as a wedge, which has . 
inning to bavi up and realize that driven the two parties still further apart; 
‘itish — peri should — be ‘self- and it all emanates from the element of 


' - Rrerarp Palen —[f was not’ 
oo ee of the period prior to the war. 


Bs ca i Fograe.—That. is no 
ghee a 
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technicality which ‘has crept into the 
Courts, and which dominates them to-day. 

Mr. Consmnine.—That is a very good 
argument in favour of 
motion. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I think not; 
and, in a few minutes, I will say why 
‘not. There are always contending par- 
ties. As soon as one group has settled 
its immediate trouble another trouble 
arises. One verdict becomes the jumping- 
off point for a fresh demand. Thax is 
inevitable, of course, to some extent, in 


a progressive community. But the Courts: 


are multiplying troubles in their very 
efforts to settle disputes along the lines on 
which they are proceeding at present. 
These remarks, however, are not a con- 
demnation of arbitration, but a criticism 
of the machinery for carrying out the 
arbitral principle. The first Arbitration 
Courts in New South Wales were pre- 


sided over by laymen, and not by 
Judges at all. Any honorable mem- 
ber who’ knows the Neweastle _ coal- 


fields will bear me out in that remark. 
In those days the men who presided were 
possessed of good common sense, and had 
an aptitude for looking upon a question in 
the light of its local surroundings; they 
were men who were able to settle troubles 
on the spot, imbued, as they were, by 
a knowledge of the local and immediate 
conditions. They were able to end 
disputes before the rancorous_ spirit, 
so noticeable nowadays, could rear its 
head. The Courts to-day are too 
cumbersome. They do not attempt to 
address themselves to a_ difficulty at 
the moment of its occurrence, and on 
the spot. They do not endeavour to con- 


sider a trouble in the light of local sur- 


roundings and in the spirit of its imm>- 
diate atmosphere. Months elapse before 
a dispute can come before a Court, during 
which intervening period, perhaps, the 
whole cause of the actual dispute has been 
done away with. Nearly every industrial 


difficulty nowadays arises from some 
purely local circumstances. In mining, 
that is peculiarly the case. It may be 


that affairs are normal one day and ab- 
normal the next, and then again normal 
a few days after. 
which matters are abnormal 
trouble arises. What is the use of ad- 
dressing a Court hundreds of miles away 
from the scene of dispute, and days and 


¢ 


earrying my 


_ ponderous as they are. 


_ matters; 


member will find ‘the wordeeal 


But upon that day in — 
some 






























ioe after ‘it~ Wie pean eaal ou 
should be a Board on ‘the: Spot 
all troubles forthwith. Some 
such as that would be a all c 
tration Courts—lumbering Ms m 


I do not know, however, th 
Commission would — pe 
speedy or competent. 
sions without number — 
pointed to consider — 
One, in 1914, was 
Government ‘of Ney - South _ 
respect of a mining trouble. ie 
sided over by Mr. B. R. ‘Wise, 
who knew that gentleman must, 
that his sympathies were with 
ing classes. Mr. Wise was_ass 
representative of the.workmen — 
and of the employers. | 
quired into many of the an 


Chamber. 
did not inquire into, 
Court has inquired into time and a; 
Mr. Consipinz.—Has the Arbitrat 
Court ever inquired into output Int 
health of those engaged in the industt 
into the selling processes, and the 
ditions surrounding sale and out ut ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I said th 
the Commission had not inquire 
the Arbitration Ceurt has inquir 
The Commission inquired nto — 
and there have been 
into the satne subject since, as the 


able member for Barrier well’ knows 


that, while I have never disputed — 
there is a technical Commission 
sent engaged in dealing with the he 
of the miners, my motion goes | 
deal further, and would supp 
work of the Commission. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Not i 
to health. The ver verbiage o. 
orable member’ s motion, so fi 
lates to health, is the | precise 
the terms of the Yommission whic 
its inquiry at the ti 

Mr. Cons1p Ine 





ing of health” in the‘ terms 
pointment of that» Commission, 
he employs them in his motion. 

In the first place therefore, | ; 
point out that there is to 
Arbitration Court, with whic ch 
at Broken Hill will bans not. hir 


Mey 


i broke H all» 






























ee 
tt) ue Bile Ay we are entitled to an 
* -a Royal Commission to inquire into 


ie these Arbitration Courts have 
nD. adjusted and re-arranged almost out 
recognition. The persons chiefly re- 
sible for all these adjustments and re- 
angements have béen the representa- 
es of these men in the various Houses 
) Legislature. There is no getting away 
rom that fact, and, therefore, these men 
and their representatives should not ask 
to deliberately set aside the Courts 
ich they have themselves shaped. 
Mr. Consmwixy.—I thought the honor- 
e gentleman said “shaken.” 
Six JOSEPH COOK.—No; I. said 
haped.” I mean that the legislation 
which is responsible £ for the present Arbi- 
tion Court is the work in this House 
Labour Governments. No one who has 
an here for any time will deny that 
tement. On the other side of this 
chamber some of us have been the critics 
that legislation. We have said that it 
is not likely: to work, but our advice was 
nored. All my 
the local Pe eiens of local disputes, 
there will never be industrial peace in 
community until we get back to that 
lamental principle, <A local dispute 
9s out of some local peculiarity, and 
d be followed up swiftly, and settled 
e place where it occurs by-some facile 
2 of inquiry. There are questions 
ecting industry as a whole which must 
Aine to “other tribunals to review. Such 


ne say ihe 99 out of every 100 
2 Poe is on mining fields arise 


OM e What the honorable member for Barrier 
‘up a Court of Inquiry to sit on the 
me mmonwealth Arbitration Court—for 

at is what his motion means. He wants 
e cost of metals inquired into, and also 
e profits made in the industry, ‘the wages 
ca hours of anos, and the prices of 


[1 Jury, 1920.) - 


tite I have contended 
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_ Mr. Consmrvr,;—In fact, he wants all 
that he asks for in his motion. 

‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—And a bit more, 
too, I have no doubt. May I suggest that 
all these meeR Thy profits, wages, 
hours, 
purview of the ain Courts, and 
are investigated almost every day in ‘those 
Courts, and necessarily so, because they 
are correlated ; it is impossible, for 
instance, to penihe the question of costs 
without reference to prices, profits, wages, 
and hours.of labour? The question of 
costs involves the consideration of all these 
other questions. 

Mr. Constp1inz.—The Minister knows 
full well that the companies’ representa- 
tives have on every occasion refused to 
permit any investigation of these matters. 

Sir JOSEPH ‘COOK.—I’ say that 
under our arbitration laws the Judge of 
the Arbitration Court has the right to re- 
quire the production of books, to have 
them examined by experts, and ‘to satisfy 
himself as to the whole of the conditions 
under which any industry is carried on. 

Mr. Constptne.—No. When the matter 
was last before the Arbitration Court, the 
representatives of the companies said ‘that 
they did not question the fact that they 
were able to pay the wages, and, conse- 
quently, no investigation was made. I 
can make that statement confidently, be- 
cause I was there. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The company 

conceded the point as to their ability to 
pay the wages without investigation 

Mr. ConsipinE.—Yes, and_ thereby 
evaded an inquiry into the industry. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Why should - 
the honorable member want an inquiry 
if the point was conceded? .If the com- 
pany say they can afford £5 pay good 
wages, why does the honorable member 
want an inquiry into their saetanie to 
do so? 

Mr. Consrp1nE.—Why does Mr. Court- 





‘ney refuse to have any investigation into 


the profits ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is not for 
Mr. Courtney to say. That is a matter 
for the Judge to decide, and not Mr. 
Courtney. 

Mr. ConsipIne.—The Prime Minister 
told me, in this House, that if the com- 
pany would agree to this investigation, 
he would grant the Royal Commission. 
The honorable peutleman will find - that 
in Hansard. | 
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‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I do nat aw oe 
what the Prime Minister, Mr. Courtney, — 


or anybody else has to do with the mat- 
ter. JI am speaking of a law which per- 
mits the Judge of the Arbitration Court 
to make an investigation whenever, in 
his opinion, it is necessary to do so. "The 
honorable member asks for a Royal, Com- 
mission to sit on the Arbitration Court, 
and all the machinery set up from time 
to time chiefly through the instru- 
mentality of the section of the community 
which, he tells us, he specially repre- 
sents. 


There is a further objection to this: 


motion, and it is that it is an attempt 
to interfere with a State industry. It 
refers to a State industry. I is of no 
use to say one thing and mean another, 
and in my judgment we have no legal 
right to inquire into this industry in the 
way the honorable member proposes. 
What right have we to inquire into the 
health conditions, for instance, under 
which a State industry is carried on? 

_ Mr. Consipine.—What jurisdiction 
has the Commonwealth Arbitration Court 
to inquire into the industry? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Surely such an » 


inquiry is a State function. In this Par- 


liament we have nothing to do with the 


health of the community as such except 
in the most incidental and indirect way. 
All these matters are reserved under the 
Constitu ion to the State authorities. We 


do a good many things which perhaps we 


ought not to do, and the State authorities 
do not like us to meddle with their con- 
cerns. Here we have a proposal to 
meddle with one of the vital industries 
of a State over which the authorities of 
the State have absolute and. unqualified 
jurisdiction. I think it would be wrong 
for us to doyso. We have no constitu- 
tional right to do so. : 

Mr. Constpine.—Have. we not made 
the Federal Arbitration Court deal with 
the matter ? 

' Sir JOSEPH COOK.—TI am not speak- 
| ing of arbitration, but of conducting an 
investigation into the health conditions 
of a State industry, 

Mr. Maxin.—The ultimate consequence 
has an Inter-State effect. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is not a 
question of the ultimate consequence, but 
of the cold, hard lines of the Constitu- 
tion, which sketch for us a line of de- 
markation, and we are told to keep 
ene side of it, while the States are told 
_ to keep’on the other side. On the States’ 


i) 
i 
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| Role I suggest to the honorable 
for Barrier that he should ‘not. ; 

with, his motion at the presen 
a reason which T dare say he kn 
that is that I understand that 


Government. 


- spected member of this House. 


man is Mr. George Cann. 


deny that they are our -respo 


their responsibilities in this 


member would be serious. 


ferred will give thesé men at I 


man crore) cannot understar 
OU SG eta ai aa 



































South Wales Minister for ‘Min 
present time is a member of 
I refer to ‘Mr 
Cann, an old-time and very 


to the State Parliament, and has de 
ge much better for himself { 

I say, good luck to him. He 
office as a member of the Gove 
the State of New South Wales. 
man has sympathy with the « 
under which mmers have Gad Vv 


honorable regagintl nee there. i 


district, ae much- ecpectete ; 
headed man. Surely these gentk 
be trusted to take charge of this 
and see that the fullest measur 
tice is done to the miners of Bro 





shouldering our "responsibilities on 
one else. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. ae 


ic ee 


They are primarily the respons 
the men in charge of affairs i 
in which this industry is carried 0 
I understand that at the present n 
those men are taking steps to disc 


understand that they are goin 
into this matter by means of a 
conference or some such metho 
suggest to the honorable memb« 
rier that, in the cireumstane 
better leave the matter alone. 

Mr. Consip1nze.—I wish thy 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. ha 
more serious in my life. Do 
able member say I am. joking 
gest that the two Labour ] 
New South Wales to. whom 


a measure of justice? Is tha 
honorable member calls jokin, 
Mr. Consipine.—The honorak 


ae AS Vike ee Fé. J é SA 
hs Or, eee Bs Aer j eae 7 CUR tO re 
; ve Le kde” apa te” Sey Re A wie 
i ky dg ld a : FAG Ty AN h hab 
REM ae Motte LAN 10 ie 
bY ate fea) teat 2 i | k 4 “s 
a tie f 4 ¥ ; ‘ + 
' Bsr iat i- } 7 4 , x 
a Yb may i) / 
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ia ne ULY, 


ea iM E OSEPH COOK.—Does Mee. 
ae ae ‘member not see the implication of 
es % his statements ? Tt is that these men can- 
Re “not. possibly give the miners justice. I 
ea do not take that view at all. 

ris _ Mr. Constping.—I take the other view. 


pa ‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member takes the other view against his 
own Labour confréres in the State of 
| New South Wales, in which this dispute 
_ particularly resides. I suggest ta the 
honorable member now that he should 
_ leave this matter to the jurisdiction of the 
gentlemen to whom I have referred. They 
are interested in it. They admit their 
fans sibility clearly and definitely, and 
its. I say, they are taking steps to dis- 

charge it. Why not leave the matter to 
them? Why begin tinkering with the 
: “matter in bos: Parliament at the same 





























ol faeries. —I propose to ask this 
tisice, to shoulder its responsibility. 
-s«gir JOSEPH COOK.—And I suggest 
that the House should not accept a re- 
sponsibility which does not belong to. it, 
and should leave the State Government 
a io New South Wales to shoulder its own 
_ responsibility. I apprehend that honor- 
able members generally will show their 
good , sense by adopting that course. I 
suet 1 to the honorable member for Bar- 
vier not to take the settlement of this 
; matter out of its proper sphere, and) out 
; of the sympathetic hands in which it 
ys ‘ests at the present time in the State of 
1a New South Wales. 

. Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [6.14] — 
ae have to reply to the Minister for the 
_ Navy (Sir Joseph’ Cook) and other honor- 
a members who. have seen fit. to oppose 
my motion. Dealing first with its last 
P aeivent, let me say that the Minister 
dor the Navy, after referring to the dis- 
advantages of the Arbitration Court, and 
to the fact that it is almost impossible for 
M workers. seeking the redress of their griev- 


_ day , went on to say that he did not in- 
tend to deal with the merits of the dis- 
\ ae pute, because that was the job of the 
Bee State Parliament of New South Wales. 

Tsay that it is not. It is our duty to 
eis deal” with this matter. We are here as 
ua the eee yes of the people of Aus- 
et ralia. Whether we do it or not we are 


wh ole of the pe, 


§ lances to obtain justice in that Court to- 


A ers: to look after the inven eR of the 


a 
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Mining Industry. 

Sir Josepu Coox.—No, we are not. We 
have only certain things ta do as affecting 
the people of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. CONSIDINE. — The honorable 
gentleman must know that disputes, so far 
as mining at Broken Hill is concerned, 
cannot be settled separately, because 
operations at Port Pirie, Broken Haili, 
Cockle Creek, and Risdon, in Tasmania, 
are dependent upon supplies from the 
Broken Hill mines. When. Broken Hill 
stops work—as it has for the last fourteen 
months—Port Pirie is in idleness. The 
right, honérable gentleman knows that, in 
the language of the Arbitration Court, 
there, is an Inter-State dispute, because 
the men at Port Pirie have made common 
cause with the men at Broken Hill. The 
dispute is Federal in its scope and its 
results. Out of the mouth of the com- 
panies’ own publicity agent, whose report 
the honorable member for Wakefield (Mr. 
Foster) has quoted, it is made quite ap-. 
parent that this is not merely a State dis- 
pute. The companies say, in this report, 
that. there are from 70,000 to 100,000 
people affected by it. If it is not the 
duty of the Commonwealth to step insand © 
to direct an inquiry to be made into the 
causes and the results of the trouble, as 
well as to ascertain a way of settlement, 
why was a special tribunal set up quite 
recently in the case of the Seamen’s and 
the Engineer’s and Firemen’s dispute? 
Why did the Prime ~ Minister (Mr. 
Hughes), in the case of the coal miners’ 
dispute at Newcastle, appoint a special 
tribunal? §$Why did not the Common- 
wealth Government, in that and many 
other cases, say, “‘ This is a matter for 
New South Wales itself and not for the 
Commonwealth to take action’’? In the 
past the Commonwealth Government have 
said that it is their duty to take action 
in these cases. . 

Sir Josern Coox.—I think it would 
have been better if they had. 

Mr. Jowrrt.—That is the point. 

Mr. . CONSIDINE. — The honorable 
members who have just interjected are 
quite entitled to their personal opinions; 
but the House has to decide whether we 
are to stand by and allow this trouble to 
continue. 

Labour men in New South Wales have 
not been idle. They have convened a con- 
ference with Judge Edmunds. The com- 
panies agreed to this conference, and 
eee the employees if they would abide 
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by the decision arrived at by J udge 
Edmunds. The employees asked for time 
to consider the matter, and when, after 
due deliberation, they said they were pre- 
pared to accept his decision, and Judge 
Edmunds made the suggestion to which 
the honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 


Charlton) has referred, the companies: 


‘‘ bolted,’’? so to speak, and refused to 
have anything further to do with the pro- 


posal. 

Sir Josepx Coox.—I understand that 
Mr. Cann has the whole matter,in hand, 
and is trying to arrange another confer- 
ence. ' 7 

Mr, CONSIDINE.—I do not know 
whether that is so. That step had not 
been taken when I was in Sydney three 
weeks ago, and no public statement has 
been made as to what Mr. Cann is doing 
in the matter. The right honorable 
gentleman may have some “private infor- 
mation on the subject. 


Sir Josepu Coox.—I heard to-day that 
Mr. Cann was trying to arrange another 
conference, but 1 have no first-hand in- 
formation on the subject. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The parliamentary 
representatives of Broken Hill—both 
State and Federal—are seeking the powers 
asked for in this motion. Tt is useless 
for any one like the honorable member for 
Wakefield to come here and prattle about 
the generosity of the mining companies of 
Broken Hill, because no case for their 
getterosity can be made out. When I 
submitted this motion on the 29th April 
last, I gave honorable members some in- 
stances of the ‘ generosity ’’ of the com- 
panies. I pointed out that where victims 
of the mines had been adjudged entitled 
to compensation. under the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act, the companies had 
hired legal talent to fight the widows and 
children to the very door of the Court. 
So much for this prattling about their 
generosity. Where they can, by a legal 
quibble, avoid their lability they will do 
so. In my opening speech I quoted from 
a report from Broken Hill published in 
the Age of 22nd April last setting out 
that— | 

Judge Bevan. presided at the District 
Court on Wednesday, when Mary Ann 
Scollard proceeded against the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company, under the provisions of 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act, claiming 
£500 as compensation in’ respect of the death 
of her husband, John Scollard, from lead 
poisoning. | 
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list of cases, and yet some hon 
members come here and. pratile) a 
generosity of the companies. 
that the companies offered to pay, the © 

expenses of a technical inquiry. That 
offer, however, was made when the Na- > 
tionalist party was in power in, New 
South Wales. At that time they. were 
going to pay the whole of the expenses; 
the employees were to have 50 per cent., 
the nominees and the companies were 
to have 50 per cent., and there was to be 
no governmental interference. But when 
the question of this technical, inquiry | 
came to be faced, the generosity of the 
companies vanished e the extent of ae is 
per. cent, 


t the’! 
They. a . 


bd 










whole of Ba so that their eel é) 
slumped in that case to the extent of | 


50 per cént. The technical inquiry ‘pro. 
posed by the companies is Trestricted 
solely to the matter of hookworm, TAS 


phthisis, and questions of health.. It does 
not and cannot inquire into the matters 
I have covered in my motion, such as the 
hours and- other conditions of labour, — iN py 
the selling prices and conditions of the 

sale of metals and other output, and the — a 
profits arising from the ‘industry ae | o 
method of distribution. When we were .— ns 
last before the Conciliation and. Agha . 
tion’ Court, Mr. Justus Aes asked 
the glee one 












ha the increscola geal Fur by the men a? hk 
He replied, “Oh, no!” Mr. Justice 
Higgins, said, “ If you , did, ah would ask’ — 
you to produce your books.” The com- 
panies evaded any inquiry into their ‘pro- 
fits by saying that they did not dispute — 
the question of wages. That being so, , 
there could be no. investigation into ‘their 
profits, their method of distribution, -or 
the arrangements generally in connexion \ 
with the mining industry. When the re~ — 
presentatives of the men met the repre 














‘sentatives of the companies here, a a 


asked whether, in the event of our ag 


paniss would agree to an examina Honan ay ‘ 
their profits and so forth, they. replies * Aa 
that under no conditions would. the: ey > 5 
So. es Py eetis 
, We come now Pte: the statements of th | 1 3) 
hanorable member for Wakehats hae anaes 


A: Briton Hal 


Ce ‘may say in passing, is rather ill- infatrhed 
en the subject. He told the House, for 

_ instance, that the Broken Hill Council 
was a Labour council, and that it had re- 

+. ~ padiated the statement that the health of 

’ the children of Broken Hill would com- 

‘ pare unfavorably with that of the child- 

rs cag of other parts of the Commonwealth. 
Raw The honorable member must have ob- 





hey uy tained his information from the Argus. 


ie That newspaper sent a special reporter 
to Broken Hill to inguire into the con- 
“ditions prevailing there, and should be 


~ ‘etter informed than it appears to be. If 


ao i the report of its special representative 
Ee ‘on the industrial conditions of Broken 
Hill was no‘more accurate than the sub- 
pe which it published a few days ago, 
$ stated that the Broken 








i - Hill ‘Council was a Labour council and 
es repudiated the insinuation that the 
health of the children there was inferior 
a ‘to that of the children of other centres, 
ret then we cannot say much for it. The 
Argus ought to know that the Nationalist 
a _ party have been in control of the Broken 
Ae gon Council for some time. 


‘Mr. Bowpey.—But did the Broken 
he i) ni Council repudiate that insinuation ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The Broken Hill 
Beiconncil did carry such a resolution, which 
oe ‘was moved by a local building contractor, 
{pone said that “his” children were quite 
. healthy. That gentleman has never 
_ worked in the mines of Broken Hill. Like 
_ many other business people there, he has 
-__-+-seen the mines, and may perhaps have 
- been down some of them once or twice; 
- but he has never worked in a mine at 
Broken Hill, and his system has not been 
saturated with lead. ° He says, ‘‘ My 
_._ ehildren are all right,’’ and claims, there- 











Rs ; fore, that the children of Broken Hill. 


fee generally must be healthy, despite the 
_ fact that the Commonwealth Statistician 
-. has proved that ‘the infantile mortality 
rates of Broken Hill and Port Pirie are 
the highest.in the Commonwealth. The 
authorities on industrial diseases—Sir 
~Phomas Oliver and. others—say that this 
high rate of infantile mortality is attri- 
_  ~putable to the fact that the fathers or 
_- mothers have lead in their system, and 
_. that the children, consequently, have no 
«hance before they are born. “ Are we to 
take the Commonwealth’ Statistician’s 











hee authorities on industrial diseases, or are 
ne we to accept those of building con- 
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figures and the evidence of the medical 
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tractors, who,’ in order to back up the 
political interests of the mining com- 
panies of Broken Hill, and, as good party 
men, carry a resolution repudiating the 
suggestion that the children of the Bar- 
rier are not as healthy as are children 


-in other parts of the State, despite the 


statistics of the Commonwealth Statis- - 
tician and the reports founded upon 


-medical inquiry ? 


Is it to be said by us that, because this 
dispute has gone on so long, it shall be 
allowed to continue? Are we to ‘have, in 
response to this demand, as the speech 
by the Minister for the Navy (Sir 
Joseph Cook) suggests, the answer al- 
leged to have been made some thousands 
of years ago, “Am I my _ brother’s 
keeper?” .It is the bounden duty of this 
House to order an inquiry. The interests 
of the people of the whole Commonwealth 
are bound up with the health of the men, 
women, and children of Broken Hill. 
The Commonwealth Government did not 
hesitate to intervene in the shipping dis- 
putes on the ground that they were hold- 
ing up the industries of the Common- 
wealth. If the Victorian railway men 
stopped work to-morrow, would the Com- 
monwealth Government say that it was 
not a Federal matter, and that it could 
take no action? The whole of the powers 
of the Commonwealth were brought into 
play to seize the bank deposits of the 
marine engineers—the whole machinery 
of the Commonwealth was used ‘against 
the seamen and the marine engineers. 


Mr. Bowpren.—But that was an Inter- 
State matter. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—It was brought 
home to the Commonwealth Government 
that it was an Inter-State matter because 
it prevented the distribution of commo- 
dities needed by the community as a 
whole.- But, because this dispute is not 
brought home to the Government in the 
same way, they apparently are deter- 
mined to say, “ We wash our hands of 
the whole matter.” Judging by the 
speech just made by the Minister for the 
Navy, the Government are going to say, 
“We have nothing to do with this 
matter, although it affects 30,000 people 
in Broken Hill, and, notwithstanding the | 
fact that, according to the companies 
themselves, between 70,000 and 100,000 
people are dependent upon the industry. 


pee 
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So far as ihe Broken Hill miners, thein 
wives, and their children are concerned, 
66 We ; 
wash our hands of all responsibility im 
this matter,” they will know what to do. 


if the Government say to them, 


“If this, the highest tribuial in the Com- 
monwealth, says, “This dispute is no 
business of ours”; if it lays down the 
doctrine that it owes no duty to these 
people; ifvit says, “ Society owes no duty — 
to these people,” then these people will 
reply, “ We owe no duty to society,” and 
will act accordingly. isis 


Question—That the motion be agreed — 
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Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 
Corser, Sg 5 age 
| Foster, Richard 
Francis, F. H. 
Gibson, W. G. 

- Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. 
Groom, L. E, 

ie eae? A, 

Hill, W. C. 
Hughes, W. M. 


Anstey, F. 
Ryan, T. J. 
Blakeley, A. 
West, J. E. 
Page, James 

- Nicholls, 8. R. 
-MeDonald, C. 
Mahon, H. 

. Catts, J, H. 

i vohmpond Ba urs 


Marks, W. M. 
Marr, C. W. C.’ 
Poynton, A. | 


| Prowse, J. H. 


Rodgers, A. 8. 
Smith, Laird 
Stewart, P. G. 
Wise, G. H. 


Tellers: 
Burchell, R. J. 


‘Story, W. H. 


PAIRS. 


Watt, W. A. 
Best, Sir Robert. 
Maxwell, G. A, 
Fleming, W. iM. 


Chapman, Austin | 


Adicimson, L. 
Bell, G, | 
Bruce, 8. “AL 


Ryrie, Sir Cea wilia 


Fowler, J. M. 


to—put. The House divided. 
AOS 2.» 4 Ce ON Rl eae 
Noes... SOT eat eae. 
Majority .. LES ag 
_ AYES. 
Charlton, M. Makin, N. J. O. 
Considine, | DA sag Maloney, Dr. 
ini pp ieeaar ts Lh. LL. Mathews, J. 

_ Fenton, J. Moloney, Parker 
Gabb, e a Tudor, F. G.. 
Lavelle, fica Tellers: f 
Lazzarini, H. P. Riley, KE. 
Mahony, W. G. Watkins, D. 

di 
Noes. 
Bamford, F. W.. Jackson, D. 8. , 
Bayley, J. @. Jowett, EB. | 
Blundell, R. P. Lamond, Hector 
Bowden, E. K Lister, J. H. 

- Cameron, D. C. Livingston, J. 

Chanter, J. M. Mackay, G. H. 


- Question 80 resolved in the negative. 
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the International Conventi 
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come necessary, and why, at 
time, it is not considered desiral 
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new measure. ig ee ince 
those actuating this Govern 
which I shall presently allud 
vernment in which the present | 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) filled 
office of Minister for Trade an 
introduced into another place 
ber, 1914, a Bill which embod 
the provisions that are to be 
this measure. That Lhe | passed | 


1914, and was placed ttpon the 
paper of this House. Honorabl 
bers will recollect that ha at th 


the national sents with i 
it was found impracticable _ 
with the measure. The oe 


from time to time; and, fe 7 
to the bac nl of ebvinia ty the E 


lapsed. 1 abs ae esi." 


a ae as ait 1 eeakie eee 
wealth to give effect to the pi 


principal maritime powers of th 
are signatories. Its second obje 
postpone the coming into pee oF 


M3 


ration on 2nd March last. i 


attempt to ahiow, why that cor 
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elaim those provisions. Inci de 
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s much as anything else, the 
trading provisions were inserted 


ractically in their entirety, the 
ts conferred by those provisions, In 


in the Act for the purpose of bringing it 
into line with recent maritime legisla- 
on in Great Britain, and of remedying 
ts and inconsistencies which have 
discovered since the passing of the 
ginal measure. -It is also proposed to 
ct certain provisions which experience 
3 shown are necessary to meet the pecu- 
ar conditions which exist upon some 
arts of our Australian coast. As some 
iderable time has elapsed since the 
ic event which Ted to the calling of 
International Conference for the 


2 out of place for me to say a few words 
erning the work of that Conference. 


a GREENE.—As the honorable 


Conference which was called after 
_ the wreck of the Tvtanic, which, as the 


orth Atlantic, brought about an ap- 
g loss of life. At the time, it came 
e nature of a shock to the whole 
lized world to learn that 1,500 people 
een drowned, merely because a vessel 
sh was regarded as the last word in 
al construction, and which was deemed 
ractically unsinkable, had not suffi- 
ife-saving appliances on board to 
imodate more than one-half of her 
ngers and crew. ! bik 
‘Srewart.—And mainly because 
ye-saving appliances which were 
ere not utilized to the fullest 


_ GREENE.—That © circumstance 
sunted for a portion of the loss of life 
tained, but the outstanding feature 
cl sed by the inquiry was that there 
not on the vessel sufficient boats 
rafts to accommodate the whole of 
people she was carrying. 
, I believe, there was no legisla- 
n any part of the world which made 
ecessary for ships to provide boats 
ent to accommodate more than a 
of the persons carried by them. 
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Navigation Act, are to-day enjoy-— 


; ty of Life at Sea, perhaps it will not . 
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The result of the Titanic disaster was 
that there was an insistent and world- 
wide demand that all vessels should carry 
sufficient boats to accommodate all on 
board, both passengers and crew. A Con- 
ference was, therefore, called by Great 
Britain, as the leading maritime power 
of the world, and representatives of all 
the maritime Powers gathered in London 
to consider the question of formulating 
such standards of safety for passenger 
ships as might be generally accepted. 
Fourteen sovereign Powers, embracing all 
the maritime nations, with the exception 
of Japan, were represented at the Con- 
ference which met in London at the end 
of 1913. Australia, Canada, and New 
Zealand were also separately represented. 
Though Japan was not actually repre- 
sented, at; the Conference, she subsequently 
announced her intention of becoming 
a party to the Convention. The Conven- 
tion, however, is not binding upon the 
countries represented at that gathering 
until it has been ratified by their several 
Governments. Some of the principal 


‘Powers, including Great Britain, have 


already given legislative effect to its pro- 
visions. 


es Tupor.—Have all the Powers done 
So % : } 

Mr. GREENE.—Not all of them. TI 
am not able to say off-hand exactly how 


‘many Powers represented at the Con- 


ence have since passed the necessary legis- 
lation to give effect to the Convention. 
But I do know that the great majority 
of the important maritime Powers have 
enacted that legislation, and that Japan, 
which was not represented at the. Confer- 
ence has adhered to the Convention. 


Mr. Tupor.—The British House of 


; Commons amended the Merchant Service 
Shipping Act just prior to the outbreak 


of the war. 


Mr. 


GREENE.—Great Britain has 
passed the necessary legislation. | 
Mr. Tupor.—Has it been put into 


operation ? , 
Mr. GREENE.—So far as I know, 
yes. To. the best of my belief, that 
has been done. ~The Commonwealth Go- 
vernment. have notified their intention — 
to adhere to the Convention as from the 
date of the proclamation of the Naviga- 
tion Act. If that Act is not brought. into 
operation as a whole, the date of our ad- 
herence in terms of our notification will 
be from the commencement of Part IV. of 


the Act, which com prises the provisions — 


i ieee 
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relating to surveys, equipment, and the 
safety of life at sea. Honorable members 
will recollect that a short time ago we 
put through a brief amending Bill, which 
empowered. us to proclaim piecemeal, if 
that course should be deemed desirable, 
the provisions of the Navigation Act. I 
am not able to say whether the Act will 
be proclarmed in that way or not. It 
may be that we shall be able a little later, 
when the necessary preparatory work has 
been carried through, to proclaim the 
whole Act simultaneously. But if it. be 


not proclaimed in that way, our adher- 


ence to the Convention will take effect 
from the time that Part IV. of the Act is 
-proclaimed. The, Powers subscribing to 
the Convention pledged themselves to the 
early introduction of legislation to give 
effect to the provisions of the Convention, 
and, it is understood, practically the 
whole of the Powers have already . ful- 
filled their obligations in this regard. 
As I stated just now, the matter was 
dealt with by the Imperial Parliament in 
the few months immediately preceding 
the outbreak of the war. The Merchant 
Shipping Convention Act of 1914 received 


the Royal assent on the 10th August of @ 
The Imperial Act, however,- 


that year. 
was not applied to Australia, ‘New Zea- 
land, or Canada, it being lett to the Do- 
‘minions to deal individually with the 
matter by means of local legislation. The 
Convention itself, of which there are 
-some few copies ‘available to honorable 
members who may wish to peruse it, 
forms a very voluminous document, con- 
sisting of no less than seventy- four 
articles and fifty-one regulations. It 
deals most comprehensively with the 
question of securing the maximum de- 
gree of safety in ocean “travelling, rang- 
ing over such matters as the method of 


construction to be adopted, equipment to - 


be carried, fire control, urgent signals, 
and the drills of the crew. The three 


outstanding requirements of the Conven- 


tion, however, may be thus sta'ed—(a) 
the ‘safety of construction, (6) wireless 
telegraphy, (c) life-saving appliances and 
fire protection. The heading “‘ safety of 
construction ’’ comprises such important 
questions as the subdivision of ships into 
water-tight compartments, the provision 
of double bottoms, fire-proof bulkheads, 
steering apparatus, and periodical. sur- 
veys of the vessels in regard to hulls, 
boilers, machinery and eeeak It 
must be very gratifying to those who 


Mr. Greene. 






were associated with the rraiegaa 
passing of our Navigation Act to kx ae 
that in a number of important matters a 
it successfully anticipated the findings of — a 
the Conference to which I have referred fon 
and the requirements of the Convention. 
I believe that at the time the Navigation 
Acs was put. through this. Parliament it oe 
was probably the most up-to-date. piece — 
of legislation dealing with navigation in 
the world. It is certainly gratifying to. 
this Parliament to know that after the 
International Convention for the Safety Bs 
of Life at Sea had ' deliberated upon — : 
these matters the alterations . that | 
We require to make im our ‘Navi. 
gation Act are not very numerous. oR 
The requirement, for instance, of — suffi- iy 
cient and efficient | manning of passenger | ie ae 
ships, referred to in article 15 of La 
the Convention, is fully met “oy. i 
sections 14 and: 43 and schedules I. a 
and IT. i ae 
spection and survey of hull, 
machinery, and equipment: ace ote A 
is covered by sections 191, 193, and 195.5 
the provision as to wireless’ installation 
articles 31 and 35—was covered in all 
its main particulars by section 931; the 
prohibition — of carriage of — dangerous 
goods on passenger ships—article ~55-— 
by section 254; the requirement that each 
life- boat and life-raft shall include in. ‘its 
crew a certain number of certificated life 
hoatmen—article 54—is to a great extent 
met Nik sect ion 41, sub-section: Belt of 





























in tandent that: he can ral an oon 
handle a boat. ; 
Mr. Warxins.—Is that one \ 
amendments you propose in the preser 
Bill? ") aa 
Mr. GREENE.—No; what. i Ye am 
deavouring to show is that in regard 
all these things mentioned—most 
portant as they are in connexion “aE i 
safety of passengers and crews—o 
has already made adequate provisio 
meet the requirements 6f the Conyenti 
Mr. Wiarxins.—Our present “Act 
not provide for what you are  refe . 
‘now. . | 
Mr. GREENE —I think | a 


very large extent.) 
\ 
\ wat 


at grid 7 is eo 
phe Mane | ia al 
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‘Mr. a —I am advised by the 
seamen that it does not. 

_Mr. GREENE.—However, the whole 
Mie’ is now met. If in any way our 
“original Act does not comply with the 
_ eonditions“laid down by the Convention, 
the Bill now before honorable. members, 
PAL, believe, gives full effect to the require- 
; - <ments, and enables the Commonwealth to 
 earry out its promise to adhere to the 
_ Convention, as soon as Part IV. of the 
a Act is declared. I have no doubt that 
at the time our Act was regarded as a 
model piece of legislation, and that it 
| did influence the members of the Con- 
ae vention at which Australia was 
sented. Finally, the compulsory boat 
drills Rested by article 56 and its re- 
He) ated regulations are provided for in sec- 
tion 935. © This last-mentioned section 
hy is, however, being enlarged to provide, 
also. bn the dines of ‘the Convention, for 
 eollision and*fire drills. Power is also 
ee taken, under a new section to fol- 
low section O17, to make regulations for 
_ the issue of certificates a as life-boatmen to 
























Other requirements of the Con- 
Reration ean also be met. by regulations 
under existing provisions: of the Act. Of 
he these the most important is that of article 
40, which lays it down as a fundamental 


Oa etiple that at no moment of its voyage 
may a passenger stedm-ship have on board 
a greater number of persons than those 
_ for whom accommodation is provided in 


a ee be. and pontoon  life-rafts on 
hee hog is one requirement _ on 
ae 






















es hat § it shall -be ibe: 

‘Mr. Onartron.—Does that apply. to 
Kn - Boats trading on rivers? 

‘Mr. GREENE.—TI think not. 

* Mr. Cuarttoy.—It is very serious if 
it does. _ 

ae Mr. Ricrarp Fosrrer.—Does it apply 
Bis to boats on the River Murray? 

Mr. GREENE.—It does not apply. \to 
te eta at none IT am-inelined to 
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ote sea afaiee river ciaaiitnes does that pro- 
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Mr. GREENE.—-Yes. I do not wish 
to be led into long explanation of some 
of these matters, but I understand that 
all vessels which cross routes that are 
traversed by oversea steamers come under 
this portion of the Act. This, as well as 
the requirements of articles 41, 50-——-which 
deal with the-types of boats and rafts to 
be ecarried—and of regulation 51, re- 
lating to life-jackets for all, can be fully 
met by regulation under existing section 
215. Similarly the requirement of 
article 11 that a Morse signal lamp of 
sufficient range must be carried by pas- 
senger ships will be dealt with by regula- 
tion under sections 191 and 258, which 
fully cover the ground. The new sec- 
tions, which it is proposed to introduce 
into the Act to meet the remaining re- 
quirements of the Convention, may be 
readily recognised by the reference in 
the mar einal notes to the Imperial Act 
and to the relevant articles of the Con- 
vention. It is unnecessary for me to deal 
with these at this stage, but an explanation 
of each will be given when they come io ’ 
be considered in Committee. If honorable 
menibers refer to the memorandum which 
has been prepared, they will be able to 
follow quite easily the sections which it 1s 
proposed to introduce into the Act. 

Sir Roperr Besr.Are we attempting 
to follow the Convention laws here? 


Mr. GREEN E.— Wherever our Act has 
not already met the Convention’s require- 
ments, the necessary provisions to that end 
are incorporated in the Bill. 

Sir Rozperr: Besr.—And the British 
Parliament has done the same? 


Mr. GREENE.—Of course. 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster—This Bill ad- 
justs matters that were conflicting? 


Mr. GREENE.—in many cases, yes. 
A word is necessary as to the scope of 
the Convention, and its application as 
proposed in the Bill. The Conference was 
called together for the express purpose uf — 
considering the safety of passenger ships 
engaged in international traffic, in which 
the vessels at different stages of their 
voyages would come under the control of 
different jurisdictions, and in which dif 





ferent Governments would have a 
direct interest. as involving the 
lives and safety of . their subj ects. 


The application of the Convention itself 
is, therefore, limited—excepting in sane 
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toa few matters of relatively little epee 
tance, such as regards ice and derelicts, 
and the use of signals of distress—to the 
classes of ships described, in Article 2; 


that is to say, to passenger steam-ships < 
proceeding from a port in a State which is 


party to the Convention to a port outside 
that State, and conversely. The matter 
of regulating the trade within its own 
»territorial waters has been left to each 
country itself to deal with. That means 
_that our adherence to the Convention does 
not make it necessary for Australia to 
apply these provisionsof the Bill toourown 
shipping on our own coasts, which is en- 
tirely under our jurisdiction. We could, 
if we liked, adhere to the Convention, and 
leave those provisions out. 

Mr. Manony.—But you do not propose 
to do so? 

Mr. GREENE.—No. The Imperial 
Act, to which reference has been made, 
gives the provisions of the Convention a 
much wider application. It applied them 
to all passenger steamers, irrespective of 
whether their trade is within the United 
“Kingdom or to foreign countries. 
means ships passing from the jurisdiction 
of England to that of France, Holland, 
or seme other country, and the provision 
applies to all passenger ships, irrespective 
of whether they trade within the United 
Kingdom or in foreign countries. Simi- 
larly, the requirements as to wireless are 
applied to ships and voyages which do not 
come under the Convention. 

Mr. Tupor—Does the Merchant Ser- 
-wice Act contain the same provision 
that our own Act does, namely, that wire- 

less shall be provided for all vessels carry- 
ing over ten passengers? 

Mr. GREENE.—I could not be sure of 
that point without looking the matter up. 

Mr. Tupor.—Surely the lives of our 
sailors are just as important as those of 
the passengers? 

Mr. GREENE.—I¢ will, I think, be 
conceded that if such precautionary mea- 
sures are desirable in the interests of 
human life on the short voyages within 
the waters around the United Kingdom, 
or even on the somewhat longer voyages 
from ports in the United Kingdom to 
European countries, they are even more 
desirable and necessary on the long runs 
of from 400 to 1,000 miles between ports 
in Inter-State voyages along the 10,000 

_ miles of steam-ship routes around the Au 
tralian coast. | 
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the Bill, and eikjee. to ae conditi 
down in section 2 of the Navigat 
to the following classes of ships 


(a) Ships registered i in Aus 
(b) Ships, | whether Brit 
: foreign, engaged i in 
ing trade; and : a 
nc) Ehrit ial and “foreign steam-shi ps 
one eee Pane at a port. 


last-mentioned Ee 
ditions iaboypied which ; 


Australia, but which embark pas 
in Australia for ips beyond the 
monwealth. Whe 
Mr, Ritey. eT ae we jurisdi. td 
control foreign ships which bei 
gers on our coast ? et 
Mr. GREENE.—_We Hoe “ 
over all vessels, whether Britist or or , 
engaged in the coastal trade. _ 
Sir Rosperr Brst,—That is 
from one port.to another in - 
and not merely disembarking pass 
or landing cargo in this country. ; 
Mr. GREENE.—That is so. I 
subject to correction; but I bel 
we have jurisdiction over ever 
which touches Austrahan shores 
gages in our coastal trade. Of. 
a foreign vessel comes to Austral 
passes from port to port, but does - 
up passengers or CHRO, a bei n 
we have jurisdiction. 
Mr. Tupor.—That is covered 
coastal trading sections of the ma 





that we have gone, in this Bill, 7 
as the constitutional powers of 
monwealth enable us to go. 
course, we have to leave to all 
time powers, which have. adhere 









i; aol for the provisions 
; bi the Convention for the 


t Ealeotiase ’ dauses of the Bill. 

r Ropert Busr.—As regards con- 
tional © accommodation on oversea 
Is, will it be uniform on British 
essels with that on vessels registered in 
us py: by: reason of the Convention, or 


GREEN E.—The Convention deals 
the question of construction.. If the 
is registered in a British Possession 
ch has adhered to the Convention and 


ORC 


as ssed ‘the necessary legislation, or if it 


adic has done so, then the pro- 
ision will be uniform: but, of course, 
the ease of any vessel which comes to 
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Satara provisions of the Act. 


ve ' commence. aha ae 4 coin 
nds the ‘operation of regulations 
any that proclamation. 4 believe 


of i guorance, on the part of the 
both as to the nature of the Navi- 


visions Rata have on shipping 
in Australia if the Act were 
1ed at this moment. We often 
ticism directed against this Go- 
a as-it has been against: previous 
for not’ proclaiming the 


es U ae as upon. our coastal 
I was not here through the clos- 
s of the last part of this session, 
nee a Ee deal was said at that 


<4 of moving it to other 
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one; but still it was one. 
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say, by two. very serious maritime strikes, 
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break. There were vast accumulations of 


fodder at various parts of Australia, and 
it was found utterly impossible to move 
it. Great pressure was brought to bear 
on the Government to release some of its 
overseas vessels and put them on the | 
coastal trade. This position arose in the > 
I think over 
fifty of our coastal vessels, and the very 
best of them, were during ‘the war taken 
off our coast and requisitioned by the Im- 
perial Government. According to the 
latest statistics available, the Inter-State 
steam-ship tonnage remaining on the coast 
is to-day only about two-thirds of what 
it was at the outbreak of the war in 1914. 
This deprivation of one-third of our effee- 
tive transportation service was a most 
serious loss to the Commonwealth. We 


felt the effect of it all through the war; 


and, had it not been for the fact that 
the Government requisitioned all the 
ships and ran them as one’line to all in- — 
tents and purposes instead of a number of 
competing lines, it would have been utterly 
impossible, during the period of the war, 
to meet the requirements of Australia. 
The position has been accentuated for 
another reason, to which I am very glad 
to be able to bear testimony. During the 
war, owing to thesfact that we were shut 
off from our sources of supply for many 
things which we had been in the habit of 
importing, Australian manufacturers got 


to work, and all sorts of new industries 


were started 1 in the country. 

Mr. Grecory.—Shovels; for instance! 

ee GREENE.—That was a very small 
The result 
was that the coastal trade of Australia: 
grew tremendously during the war. 

Mr. Ricwarp iy osteR.—It just about 
doubled. * 

Mr. GREENE.—Not only had we less 
ships during the war; but, as I am re- 
minded by “the honorable member for 
Wakefield, who is a member of a Com- 
mission that has been investigating this 
matter very closely, the coastal trade of 
Australia has very nearly doubled. — 

Mr. Grucory.—lIs that in aati or 
in value? 


Mr. GREENE.—In actual jonnaste : 4 


That fact, has of course, accentuated the — 


difficulty very much. The position is _ 
far from normal, and this abnormality © 
has been. brought about, I am sorry to 
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On top of the fact that we were working 
with only two-thirds of the shipping on 
our coast that we required, and the fact 
that our coastal trade had grown to such 
a great extent during the war, we have 
had two very serious industrial disturb- 
ances, which have led to the piling up at 
various parts of Australia of an enor- 
mous accumulation of cargo, which it has 
been found impossible to move. 
Mr. Manony.—Will not the Minister 
admit that the influenza epidemic had 
far more to do with it than the strike? 
Mr. GREEN E.-—I believe that the in- 
fluenza epidemic, or the action which 
the States saw fit to take at that par- 
ticular time, had a good deal to do with 
it, but by the strenuous efforts put forth 
by the Controller of Shipping, Admiral 
Clarkson, we have, to a great extent, got 
over that trouble, which occurred about 
twelve months ago. We have, however, 
not yet fully recovered from the effects 
of the strikes, because they meant 2 com- 
plete cessation of shipping. , Honorable 
members will see, therefore, that, for the 
time being at all events, it is absolutely 
necessary to engage in the trade every 
vessel that comes to our shores, and is 
prepared to carry coastal cargo. The 
object of the coastal trading. provisions 
of the Act was to insist that-all vessels 
engaged in our, coastal trade should 
comply with certain conditions as re- 
eards the manning scale, accommodation, 
pay, and rations, and generally to make 
the condition of. Australian seamen very 
much better than it had been in the past. 
Mr. Manony.—And it needs to be 
made better. 


Mr. GREENE.—It certainly did need 
to be. Every one who’ has looked into 
this question must admit thats the condi- 
tions which obtained in our mercantile 
marine in days gone by were a disgrace 
to our twentieth-century civilization. 
The provisions of the Navigation Act are 
an attempt to put them on a much: better 
footing. It was recognised, too, that-1t 
would not be fair to compel the owners 
of ships registered in Australia to comply 
with the coastal trading provisions while 
allowing ships trading from other parts 
of the world, and which had not to 
comply with those conditions, to com- 
pete with them. But for, us at this 
moment to ask those vessels ealling at 
our shores, and which are so necessary 





-lutely scandalous. 





to carry on our coastal trade, to comply i 
with the coastal _ trading ‘Provisions > 
would simply result in pushing them out 
of the trade. Australia’s national re- 
quirement are such at the present 
moment that the Government do not 
think that would be a desirable step to 
take. We have, at the same time, the 
knowledge that, as a result of the confer- 
ence held at the conclusion of the first — 
big maritime strike, practically all the 
provisions relating to the comfort, pay, 
rations, and manning scale on Australian — 
ships are now being carried out; and ai 
believe I am safe in saying that, if the _ 
coastal trading provisions of - the Act 
were proclaimed to-morrow, they would — 
not matérially alter in any respect the — 
conditions of our Australian seamen oo “i 
gaged in the coastal trade. i 

Mr. Frnron.—Does that opply to. ae 
commodation? ni kan 

Mr. GREEN E.— Yes. ey. 

- Mr. Manony.—The Minister will ede 
that the seamen do not agree with: the : 
statement he has just made. i 

Mr. GREENE.—1 can only give the: 
House the information which has reached — 
me from responsible quarters. I believe 
that, broadly speaking, that is the fact. 
There are some ships on our coast on 
which the accommodation has not been 
altered. ‘ 

Mr. Tupor.—In some cases it is abso. 















Mr. GREENE. Thera are some sbipe i 
upon which the accommodation has not — 
been altered, but, broadly speaking, the he 
statement I Have made: is, I believe, cor-, 
rect. sWe cannot insist upon. the observ-_ 
ance of these conditions until such time 
as we are able to proclaim the_ coastal 
trading provisions of the Act. The dis. 
advantages to this country of doing that 
at this time would be so great that no 
Government would be justified in adopting 
that course. As soon as we are able to do 
so with due regard to the welfare of the 
community generally, we intend to pro- 
claim the whole of the Navigation Act, in. 
cluding the coastal provisions. When the 
Government decided some time ago. to 
prolaim those provisions, we were met bs 


insuperable difficulties 3 in several quarters i: ‘ 





Australia badd hited ay Tslawde are en. 
tirely dependent upon sea communication, - 
and either no “rages e ony be ree a 
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. whole of the trade was hema carried. by 
_foreign-going ships. Had we proceeded 
with the proclamation of the whole of the 
Navigation Act at that time, those por- 
tions of Australia would have been iso- 
lated entirely, and deprived of all means 
of communication with other parts of the 
_ Commonwealth. Many of the people 
would have been ruined, and some starved. 
_ The owners of the vessels calling at those 
i - ports told us that they would not comply 
_ with the coastal trading provisions, and 
_ would entirely abandon those ports of call. 
‘The Government are satisfied that even 
when the coastal trading provisions of the 
_ Act are proclaimed, fresh provision will 
have to be made to meet those peculiar 
conditions which exist in some parts of 
i Australia, and whilst it is conceivable, 
and probably is right, that later the whole 
_ of the Australian coastal trade will be 
‘ catered for by vessels registered in Aus- 
Saralia, that consummation cannot be 
< ~ reached for some time. Honorable mem- 
bers will find that clause 96 enables the 
_ .Minister for the time being to make pro- 
visions to meet these peculiar conditions 
as they arise. There is considerable con- 
| ee difficulty ; in the way of exempt- 
Me ing any part of Australia from the pro- 
visions of the Act, because we are not 
allowed, in our trade and commerce legis- 
lation, ‘to differentiate between different 
"portions of Australia. 

Sir Rosert Besv.—But we did that. in 
nee Act by stating that cetrain provisions 
should not apply to vessels trading be- 
_ tween Fremantle and Adelaide. 

Mr. GREENE.—We did that; but the 
honorable member will admit that the 







_ provision is of doubtful constitutionality, 


Ey may be challenged, later. I believe 

that by clause 96 we have overcome the 

Peanetitubional difficulty by giving the Min- 

_ ister power to grant permits to any ves- 

. sel or vessels to-engage in the coastal trade 

_ without complying with the coastal trad- 

Ing provisions of the Act. That will meet 

_ the circumstances of isolated parts of Aus- 

oe tralia, and at the same time will enable 
_ the Minister, as Australian ships become 

i able to take up the slack of the coastal 
trade, to cancel permits after due notice 

ie been given. 

. Mr. Fenron.—The clause insists upon 
| “any licensed ship being British owned. 
am Mr. GREENE. vex: The only other 

_ important provision of the Bill which it 

may be desirable to mention at this stage 














1S ‘clause 5, which introduces into the 


principal Act a new section (la), provid- 
ing that the provisions of the Act ex- 
pressed to apply to ships registered in 
Australia shall also apply to and be en- 


forced on other British ships whose 
first port of clearance and _ port: 
of destination are within the Com- 


monwealth. This takes advantage of sec- 
tion 5 of the covering Act of the Consti- 
tution, to extend the application of the 
Act in regard to those particular provi- 
sions which it has been thought desirable 
to apply to ‘“‘ships registered in Aus- 
tralia.’ The principal object in intro- 
ducing this into the Act is to prevent _ 
any evasion of those provisions expressed 
to apply to Australian registered ships 
by the simple expedient on the part of 
the ship-owner of transferring the regis- 
try of the ships to British ports outside 
the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Tupor.—As it has been alleged 
some owners have done recently. 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes. If that is done 
in future, we shall be enabled by this 
provision to bring those owners within 
the purview of the Navigation Act. IL 
shall make further reference to this mat- 
ter when the Bill is in Committee. I 
have outlined briefly the principal pro- 
visions of the Bill. It is really a Com- 
mittee measure, and when that stage is 
reached I shall be glad to furnish. honor- 
able members with any further informa- 
tion they require. The Bill is of a non- 





party character, and will, I think, make 


for the welfare of this country. There- 
fore, 1 hope that honorable members will 
facilitate its passage. — 

Debate (on motion by Mr. 
adjourned. 


Tupor } 


PASSPORTS BILL. 


Srconp READING. 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey Sen He 
Home and Territories) [8.56]. 
move-— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 
This is a very simple little measure, 
which does not require much explana- 
tion. 

Mr. Manony.—lIt requires a lot of ex- 
planation. . 

Mr. POYNTON. —Can any honorable 
member tell me of any part of the world 
to which he can go without a passport ? 
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The. Bill is the pideene of hbo War Pie: y 


cautions Regulations, Since the i oe 
sion of the war nearly every country has © 
. introduced passports regulations, and to- 
day no person can travel to any part of - 
the world without possessing a passport 


from the country he is leaving. ‘This 
Bill makes provision for those who- 
wish to travel in other parts of the 


world. At present they cannot go to any 
other country without a passport. 


Mr. Bowpan.—New Zealand? 


r. POYNTON.—Not even in New. 
Zealand could the honorable member | 
land without a passport, although for 
some time I have been trying to arrive 
at a reciprocal agreement with the New 
Zealand Government to render passports 
between the Commonwealth and the Do- 


minion unnecessary. Provision has been — 


made in this Bill that if any other coun- 
try does not continue to insist upon pass- 
ports from Australia they shall not be 
insisted upon here from persons arriving 
from that country. Not only do all coun- 
tries refuse to allow persons to land with- 
out passports, but some of them attach 
certain conditions to travel even with a 
passport. For instance, a person cannot 
jJand in America to-day on a pleasure 
trip without a  passport;. and his 
passport must indicate the nature of 
his business. Honorable members. will 
see that this Bill is in the interest, of 
those who wish to travel. . The Go- 
-vernment would be ready to abolish 
the passport system to-morrow if other 
countries would fall into line; and we 
have made provision_in clause 4 to dis- 


which. reciprocal arrangements can be 
made, just as we have done in the Immi- 
gration Act with regard to persons enter- 
ing the Commonwealth. I invite honor- 


able members opposite to indicate to the 


House how we can do without this Bull. 


Mr. Rirey.—Cannot I take a passage 
to England, and land there Aiton: al 


passport ? te Di a 
oe ba, OV OYN TON. 2) The: honorable 
‘member could not even go to. Eng- 


land without a passport. This | class 


‘of legislation is in operation in prac- 
tically every part of the world. ‘During 
the past six months the Department. tas 
issued passports to thousands of persons — 
Lapses to go to earn: aed pines seagh! 
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necessary that we should 
pense with passports to countries with 
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Pb Gaen) to obtain a ere 

and his private secretary, 
who accompanied the ex-’ 
to get one also, No one 
Australia to England, Americ 
other part of the world witho 
port, and so, for. travellers’ oj 
tion, we are oer to. ‘intr 
‘legislation. fe 


cua Maxin ae it ‘the on 


tem 4 


‘Mr. POYNTON.1 e not 


Mr. Frnron —Is this 01 
of the war? : 


Bs to land in sana 
passport? 


of any ota part without 

Mr, Srewarr—-But if 
would the Government allow t 
in Australia ? | Bs 


Mr. POYNTON- ee 


about people who come to 
-In sub-clause 3 of clause 

vision for exemptions wh 
h 


the War Precautions Ac 
desirable, and in clause 
for reciprocal arrangen 
other country in the worl 
ment of which does not requ 
I ean assure honorable me 


absolutely: necessary. | By 
» Mr. Consrpinz.— Then re 
lation is determined by i 
country, » Dae # 

. Mr. POYN TON. Whe 
penis’ member mean Db: 
country? | ham he 


ai tee country? 
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nt of tassohaoh 
fr. POYNTON.—Of course we Wve 
» right of self-government, but I re- 
d the honorable member that it would 
oor recompense for a traveller who 
bees inconvenienced through a 


oe on a ee That would 


C 


. POYN TON. —No. The opposi- 


ie ee ee ate why you pro- 
pos ae a, a | saga £100 for ee 


ation without a page tiie 


. me + diece we Bot ke to reasonable 
tions, so that people may travel from 
? ee without these Meapaay 


a passport. c can land in Radied: 
a, or any other place in the world, 
rit confess that his i ae 


e ra at “all? If pie you ioe is 
al is no need for ie because 


tc ‘tata ree pein Rider the 
y 2d fee War Figg ae Act, 


) Eien! years es I went 
the United States, and 
a donald ee. > kee 


he sould not ce ab. eu point of ' 


the need for the Bill. 


sent 


national necessity. 


a/ 


Bill. 


_ Mr. Consrpinz.—Yes, and nine or ten 
"years ago you would have been Hepes 


to this measure. 


Mr. POYNTON.—1I would not. In 
my opinion, the man who is opEekeg to 
it. now ought to have his head read. 

Mr. Mauony.—What eloquent Tae 
guage from a Minister of the Crown! 

Mr. POYNTON.—Any objection to 
the Bill is based upon the flimsiest of pre- 
texts. 1 again challenge the Ovposition 
to.show how any traveller from Australia 
ean land in any other part of the world 
without a passport. 


Dr. Earte Pace.—What was the cus- | 


tom before the war in the case of people 
going to’ France, Germany, or Russia? 
Mr. POYNTON.—I do not think ey 


required passports then. 


Mr. Tupor.—I went to France without 


one. 
Mr. Ritey.—We want population in 
Australia, so what is the reason for. re- 


quiring people coming here to produce 
passports ? j 

Mr. POYNTON.—We are enacting 
legislation similar to that adopted im 
other countries, and consider it very ne- 
cessary to do so in order to have some 


check upon those who come here. 


Mr. Gass.—Now we are getting the 


real reason for the Bill. 


Mr. POYNTON.—If I were to talk 
all night, it is not likely I would be able 
to convince some Opposition members of 
As a matter: of 
fact, certain organizations supporting the 
Opposition passed. resolutions without 
giving the matter much thonght, and 
them on to the Leader 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) and other 
honorable members. I received copies 
of those resolutions, and explained 
why this class of legislation should be 
introduced. J cannot understand how any 
honorable member who takes a common- 


\ . . . 
sense view of the situation and knows 


the whole of the facts, can oppose the mea- 
sure. If there were any possibility of 
passengers being able to land in England 
or elsewhere without passports 


n would; of course, be no need for it. | 
-It is an inter-_ 


ia 
Fi 


Mr. Ricuarp FosteR.— 


Mr POVNTON -.OF ‘course 16 je. 
Mr. 
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of, 


there yA 


Manony.—Evidently the Govern-_ 
ment. think it necessary to — track of ae 
| all mae iea a ea 


Bolo nt Tariff. mo, 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster. cm is rng 


necessary to keep track of some men. 
Mr. POYNTON.—I move the second 
reading of the Bill. — 
Debate (on motion by I Mr. perce) ad- 
journed. | oy 


a RARER 


In Committee of Ways and Means: 
Consideration resumed from 24th March 
(vide page 779), on motion by Mr. 
GREENE— > aah 

That duties of Customs and duties of Pe 
be imposed (vide page 726) . 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.15 |.—First of 
all, I congratulate you, Mr. Chanter, on 
your restoration to health, and on seeing 
you again in the chair. I am reminded 
of the fact that you oceupied the same 
position many years ago, when we were 


discussing the first Tariff introduced by ‘$§ 


the late Honorable Charles Cameron 
Kingston.  [ thought that the other 
business on the notice-paper would have 
kept us busy for at least the first sitting 
after. the recent adjournment, and it 
comes as a surprise to me fo-night to 
have to discuss the Tariff. In fact, I am 
not now in a position to do justice to the 
subject. However, there are one or two 
principles in the gees about which i 
would like to say a few words. The Min- 


ister (Mr. Greene). has pointed out that 
this schedule differs from its predecessors 


nes having three columns, one con- 
taining the duties against Great Britain, 
another called the Intermediate Tariff, 
which is to be applied to goods coming 


from other countries with which we have 


reciprocal arrangements, and a third con- 


one column in Mr. Kingston’s Tariff, and 
the duties which it imposed operated 
against every country. However, prior 
to 1907, we entered into a reciprocal — 
arrangement with South Africa, and 
in the proposals brought forward 
by Sir William’ Lyne a _ separate 


Tariff operated against that country - 


- which is more favorable to them than — 

even the preference to Great Britain. Con- 
ferences have been held with representa- _ 
tives of other countries for the purpose of 


entering into a similar arrangement. It 


was my privilege to conter with Mr, 
| Foster, of Canada, with a view to arrang- 
ing a reciprocal agreement with that coun- 


try, and with the same object I also con- 


hae | with ve Tren represen 3 
Zealand. I think it is he! to place 


procal arr rangements. tes 
on a three-colamn schedule, Sue 
auxioUs - to have all our Tari 
merits in one measure. ‘The a a 
‘with South Africa is apparentl 
by a separate measure. ene 
‘Mr. GrrEne —Once this” v 
through, all our réciprocal arran 
will be covered by it.) (9 4 
Mr. TUDOR Peak Be 5 we have 
Maite in one measure, we yy 
where we are. ~ 4 
The principle of delsemeadl duties 
duced in this Tariff i is a good one. 
are twenty-two items in which ‘th 
are > deferred. ane Minister bee m 


ape ie ote sixteenth of. ‘an 
thickness, is set out dn ‘the Tar 
lows :-— a aN 


But on and after the 1st Jaa 
the respective fates will be— . 


Generally we cannot afford’ to 1 
-of our intention to impose a dut 
wise there would be an immediate s 
pea a whisper should get arom 
it is the Government’s oa 
crease the duty on whisky, there is 
mediate clearance from bond : 
taining the General Tariff. There was only 1 
many other commodities, 
sible to stock up to any ex! 
might be some oes a 


not be dae to any great oe pe 
other hand, by deferring the duty 
way suggested, wens ane vn 


oped in Ge Tarif. in 
on articles which. we have n 
waned, heres 
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British Bredarontial Tariff, ing 
Intermediate Tariff, 5 per cen 
General Tariff, 10 per cent. 


British Preferential Tariff, 658: 7 
Intermediate Tariff, 82s. bdy-per 
General Tariff, 100s. per ton. 


certain lines, such Bei: 


Fo ‘or " instance 





Tariff. 


eben phbiery was 10 per cent. against 


_ other countries except Great Britain, but 
~ now it: is proposed to impose the following 
“duties on these goods :—_ 

British Preferential Tariff, 30 per cent. 

' Intermediate Tariff, 40 per cent. 

General Tariff, 45 per cent. 

Mr. GrREENE.—We are manufacturing 
eens of thousands of pairs of cotton socks 

and stockings. 

Mr. TUDOR.—1I shall be pleased to 

know where they are being manufactured. 
Mr. Gremne—I gave the whole of the 

information a little time ago, in answer 

to a question submitted by the honorable 

c /tpember for Dampier (Mr Gregory). 

‘Mr. Lazzarint.—I have never seen 
arly eotton socks or stockings manufac- 
tured in Australia. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not think any one 
“else. has. It is useless to place a duty 
on cotton hosiery in order to compel 

, Mipeople to wear woollen hosiery. In cer- 
ee parts of Australia woollen hosiery 
could not be worn. I do not object to 
_-the imposition of an extra duty on silk 
stockings—they are more or less a luxury 
a I do not think that women will 






Wear merino hosiery. This is an item in: 


- which the duty might well have been de- 
ferred. For one thing, it is impossible 
to get machinery for the manufacture of 
isos That is our greatest trouble to- 
_ day in many of our industries. If we go 
_ abroad, and endeavour to purchase ma- 
 chinery for the manufacture of our 
_woollens, we are told by the engineering 
firms that we must wait two or two and a 
i half years before our orders can be ful- 
filled. In the circumstances, the imposi- 
tion of a duty on cotton socks and stock- 
Ings” would be a penalty on Australia. 
‘ TI took up the same attitude in regard 
ne to! cotton’ piece goods when the first 
on was introduced into this Parlia- 
‘ment. I know that in Ipswich, in 









ate manufactured. 
_- Mr. Corser.—The people there are 
turning them out now, and at a profit. 

Cotton is grown in Queensland, and we 
_ ought to encourage it. 

Mr. TUDOR. — That may bé so, but 
would the honorable member vote to im- 
“pose a duty on all cotton piece goods to 
‘bee value of millions of pounds,: which 
we have to import into Australia, simply 
. Because | some cotton Se goods . are 
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— Queensland, a little cotton piece goods” 


Tariff. O511 


Mr. CorsErR.—I think the honorable 


member will find there is a firm manufac- 


turing cotton piece goods in Victoria. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I do not think so. I 
do not think that ordinary cotton piece 
goods are manufactured in Australia 
For one thing, there is a ilies of 
cotton all over the world. I stand with 
any honorable member in seeking to pro- 
tect and extend Australian industries, 
but, at the same time, I do not propose 
to place a duty on an article we are not 
manufacturing here. I would rather in- 
crease the duties on articles we are manu- 
facturing in Australia, so that the manu- 
facturers may have an opportunity of 


establishing themselves. 


In 1906 the new Protection was 
brought forward in this Parliament, 
not only in order to give Protec | 
tion to .the manufacturers, but also 
to provide something, for the workers. 
We fixed certain duties on harvesters 
and a few other farming implements, but 
at the same time we provided that unless 
the manufacturers paid certain wages to 
their employees, and sold at a certain 
price to the farmers, smaller duties 
would be imposed. 


Mr. Prowser.—It turned out to be 
illegal. 
Mr. TUDOR.—yYes. As soon as the 


manufacturers got this additional pro- 
tection they turned round and fought, 
not the farmer, but the worker. That is 
what Hugh McKay did, also Barger, 
whose case went before the Court, which 
held that the new Protec'ion was ultra 
vires. 

Mr. Bett.—The manufacturers charged 
the farmer increased prices. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Of course. 
dealt with Mr. McKay previously. When 
we have the’ men here, if is our own 
fault if we do not deal wuh them, because 
we cannot do so when they are in America, 
or 1n,some other part of the world. I 
have greater contempt for the sweater in 
our midst than the sweater abroad, 
although they both rob the workers. The 
honorable member for Corangamite (Mr. : 
Gibson) was quite right in a statement he 
made at Camperdown or Colac that if the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) was 
anxious to shoot ‘the profiteer, he could 
do so by pointing his guns in an easterly 
direction from a window in Parliament 
House. The honorable member may have 
been a little wrong in his geography, as 


I have 
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toria, at any rate, are nearly all centred — 


x 





ee Yh, 
) 


Lorie 


ie was doubtless aa to Pliddete: 
lane, which is in a southerly direction. 
His statement, however, was quite correct 
in other ways, as the ‘profiteers in Vag 


in that thoroughfare. There are manu- 
facturers in Blanes other than Flinders- 


lane, but if they are not in Australia, we 


eannot deal with them at call. 


Mr. Prowsr.—Y our party fights them, 
and the “cocky” pays both. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The farmer is looked 
efter very well, and the honorable member 
is championing his cause. We read in 
the newspapers reports of Farmers’ Union 
conferences, at which resolutions are car- 
ried against ‘the workers, particularly 
those who desire to improve their posi- 


tions by becoming members of industrial . 


organizations. 


Mr. ihe comity i is not a fair 


‘statement. 
Mr. TUDOR.—We were deovone a 


motion this afternoon which had _ pre- 
viously been moved by the honorable mem- 
ber for Barrier (Mr. Considine) in an 
endeavour to improve the conditions of the 


working men at the Broken Hill mines, ' 


and where were honorable members who 
oceupy the corner benches when the divi- 
sion was taken? Were they with those 
who were advocating the appointment of 
a Royal omission, or were they sup- 
porting the N ae ahaa in this chamber 
to whom they so frequently refer? 
‘There is an item in the Tariff imposing 


a duty of 6d. per dozen on eggs, but that. 


has, I believe, been increased to about 1s. 
per dozen on importations from China 
or Japan. Doubtless, country producers 
have been instrumental in having that 
increase scheduled. Quite recently, I 


noticed a good cartoon in a newspaper, .- 
The Tadustirial Australian and Mining 


Standard, showing a farmer hammering 


_ world. 


away at the Tariff wall in an endeavour 


same time endeavouring to prevent the 


‘Importation of potatoes from New Zea- 


Jand, or onions from any part of the 
| When. the honorable mémber for 
Swan (Mr. Prowse) has diseussed various 
Tariffs, as I have had the opportunity of 


doing, he will find that I have done more 
to protect the classes he represents than 
he will havé done for the section of the 
community, which I represent. 
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price. | : 
Mr. Fawron ee | 
action of the Combine. 
TUDOR.—The ?p 
sewing cotton is under the 


the expense “Of every woman. 
a needle. | Cotton-piece go 
creased | in price largely 
shortage of raw material, a 
in Great Britain, where it 
tured——in Lancashire © 
which were puilt and eqt 
machinery | for £80,000. het | 
have wie ‘isteoh for oes te 10 































Biicoriths owing to’ a Conibie 


| obtaining control. | When the 


ee. ‘I informed the Prime Min- 
(Qk. Hughes) that the money could 
ade in two ways—either by taking it 


try or by fleecing it from the con- 


i. TUDOR—Not so far as the 
on industry is concerned. I was 
m ployed in connexion with the cotton 


am able to say that the workers in that 
industry are puieten tly Wil organized 


eo ar, I remember a yetrike in 
91, when those engaged in the industry 
Id out for three months for an increase 


* A T went into some details concerning 
the conditions of the children who were 
ployed in the cotton industry on what 
a8 es as the “half-time” system. 


ae oy Afar a short break from 8. 30 
9 ai for breakfast, worked. on ee 


ve a are ete on ete 

- Mr. TUDOR.—Where? 

Bert.—In Australia. 
TUDOR. —Then it is a disgrace 


ay machines? 

Mr. TUDOR.—If the conditions are 
the honorable member suggests, it is 
isgrace to the Commonwealth. The 
rable member is, of course, very 
nhc 1s ee apsist: the ges ' 


oe own. aT was present at the 
Vi liamstown dockyards when. 
ae was launched, and when the 
inister for Home and Territories (Mr. 
ton) went out of his way to com- 


‘of the workpeople engaged 1 in the in- © 


ca Castes in England for four years, and | 


the 


ent ‘the Australian artisans on the 
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way in which they had carried out their 
work. JI have read a good deal con- 
cerning those workmen who came from 
overseas, and I also worked alongside 
some who came to Australia in great 
numbers under our immigration policy. 
In Victoria, New South Wales, or any 
other State in the Commonwealth it was 
found that these men were not any faster 
than our own workmen, and it has been 
proved conclusively that the Australian 
artisan is superior to those who have 
been brought from abroad. 

Mr. Grecory.—Of course, he would be 
if you left him alone. 

Mr. Consiprnz.—It is a doubtful com- 
pliment to say that they work harder 
for a “boss” than the other fellow. 

Mr. Grecory.—What did your com- 
mittee report concerning the Cockatoo 
Island dockyard? © 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not know. 

Mr. Ritny.— We can build ships 
cheaper here than they can in England. 

Mr. Grecory.—No. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) is always 
anxious to ridicule the Australian 
workman. | 

Mr. Gregory. 
alone. ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—-The honorable member 
for Dampier is continually “slinging 
mud” at the Australian workman, and 
is a member of what is known as the 
“stinking fish” party, which can see no 
good in anything Australian. These 
honorable members have never been con- 
nected with a trade union, and as many 





He is all right if left 


of them were born with a silver spoon. ~ 


in their mouth they have had _ better 
opportunities of education than others 
who have had to struggle for an existence. 
One would think to listen to the honor- 
able member for Dampier that the trade 
union officials elected themselves, but he 
must remember that every member of a 
union votes for or against their appoint- 
ment. I have had as much experience of 
working as a journeyman in other’ coun- 
tries as any honorable member in this 


House, so that I am better able than most 


to compare the abilities of Australians 
with those of workers elsewhere, And I 
say that, given the training and the op- 
portunity, the Australian is always as 
good as any other who could be set 
against him. I am anxious to see the 


\ 


2514 - ariff. 


Tariff placed upon a. soul basis, so hat 
our artisans shall be properly trained in _ 


Australian industries. 

We have, by medium of this Tariff, 
an opportunity to place Australia’s indus- 
tries upon. a better footing than hitherto. 


The Minister for Trade and Customs © 


has stated—comparing the 1914 Tariff, 
which I had the honour to introduce, 
with this latest Tarifi—that there are 
5388 items among those in regard to 
which British preference ficures, where 
the duty will remain exactly as before. 
Two-thirds of Australia’s imports come 
from Great Britain; and, in regard to 
more than 500 of those items, there is no 
alteration. That fact is important. 
Since the introduction of the 1914 Tariff 
there have been five years of war, and 
to-day there is greater need than ever for 
Australia to open out industrially in new 
directions. Yet in 588 items—— 


Mr. Corszr.—Such as cotton goods, 
for instance. ° 


Mr. TUDOR.—With regard to those, 
I would do the same as in the matter of 
corsets and cotton hosiery. I would make 
them subject to a deferred duty. 


Mr. Corsrr.—You can get the neces- 
sary machinery from the British makers 
to-day. 


Mr. TUDOR.—If the honorable mem- 
ber suggests that he can buy machinery 
for cotton spinning and weaving, I tell 
him emphatically that it cannot be ob- 
tained at present. 

Mr. Corszr.—You can get people in 
Great Britain to send it out here to-day. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
-does not know what he is talking about. 
Nobody can get machinery out to Aus- 
tralia to-day for cotton spinning and 
weaving. No one could get sufficient to 
equip one mill in this country. 


Mr, Brunpett.—The arguments which 
the honorable member is now putting 
forward are exactly the same as those 
which were used when the first duty was 
put on woollen goods. 


Mr. TUDOR.—That is not so. 
cotton manufacturing machinery was 
first invented there has never been such 
a shortage as at present. 

Mr. Brunpett.—If the honorable 
member will turn up the record of the 
debates when the first duty was placed 
on Byroonen Bees 3 he ee find Bet ee 


\ 


’ thee same arguments were 


_has been no ‘serious eutens 


_the future. 


Since — 































advancing now. — 


Mr. TUDOR. Noe ‘aide dine 


Mr. GREENE. aye are 
duty on that lines: 458 
Mr, TUDOR.—I know 1] 
really a proof of my point. 
been placed on cotton hosie: 
the best of my knowledge, no 
has been manufactured here, “uy 
Mr. 


which is tae installed, ve 
is already in operation, our mee 
the next twelve months will be 
3,000,000 pairs of cotton SOx 
Mr, TUDOR.—That is ‘some 
The Minister has 
es complete inoue 


where. any of these goods are 
Mr. Neamt (ae will give fu . 


ber for Corio (Mir. Liste h 
been approached. with regard 
tective Epic on corsets. mi | 


Mr, Bionwany nee the : 
was introduced, there ‘was on 





factured Heres 


Mr. TUDOR. —That is. , ee 
the case to-day. Honorable memb rs 
sight of the fact that, during the 3 
of war more seer for the m 


north ie eee was the el 
woollens industry, but the whol 
machinery in that part of the wor 
been destroyed or taken to Ge 
There was one corset factory 
in Belgium which turned ou 
sands of articles every day, bu 
war the machinery was hie 
Germany. 


of this new Tariff on the Pe 01 
the community ? : . 

mM) TUDOR. St gota 
be that, in view oe bs t cts 


































500 _ tends er orten from Great 
_ the duty will remain the same, 
ill not be very much alteration 
That is why I believe that even 
Tariff could have been improved 
| Let us examine for a moment the 
/“ Wool felt hats and fur felt hats, 
adozen.’’ Ninety per cent, of the 
rted felt hats during the past. fifteen 
rs came from Great Britain. 


wool felt hats worn in Australia to-day 
ive been manufactured here, but there 
| are till certain expensive lines imported. 
n this respect “the policy adopted in 
da appeals to me. Why should not 
ose people who insist on purchasing 
gh-priced imported articles, no matter 
hat it may cost them, rather than 
onize ; an Australian industry, be made 
“pay a form of taxation through the 
ps which they patronize? It would be 
ny. good way of hitting those extrava- 
folk who insist upon having the 
ried article at any cost. The 
that in the tase of 5837 items 
@ is no alteration proposed ja 
the dt on imports from. Great 
Brit in shows that the Tariff which 
as introduced by the Labour Govern- 
Be 1914 may be said to have reached 





ve years’ of experience, from which 
uld have learned something. 

norable members will look at the 
ative tables supplied to them they 
d that the alterations proposed by 
arift now eet consideration are 


st 
his “aan that, in my uncut a 
as been made i in connexion with 


co copper, after smelting nid refining, 
cheap in Australia‘as in any otber 
pe oe the world. | 

Mr. Grecory. —It is cheaper. | 
i _ TUDOR. —If we take the cost of 
it on imported copper into consi- 
tion, it is cheaper, or at least as 
in Australia as in any other part 
_ the world. Honorable members will 
8 a rom item 140 that a duty of 10. per 


Pp ote from Great Britain, | 








, 1920.] 


Lb sya, 
that. probably 90 per cent. of the 


proposed on blocks, ingots, pigs, Y 
ae ay Intermediate. at vf 


Oe P| 
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and 20 per cent. on imports from any 
other country. It is quite certain that 
these duties will not be operative, but 
when we come to deal with the duties im- 
posed on copper imported in angles, bars, 
plates, rods, sheets, strips, and tees, not 
plated, polished, decorated or further 
manufactured, but including plain tinned, 
we find that it is proposed that the im-- 
post should be 25 per cent. on imports 
from Great Britain; 30 per cent. under 
the Intermediate Tariff, and 40 per cent. 
on imports from any other country. It 
should be remembered that these imporis 
are purely machine production. I do 
not profess to know anything about the 
metal industry, but I believe that £3 per 
ton would cover the whole of the wages 
cost in the manufacture of these imports. 
With copper at £80 per ton, the duty 
proposed upon these imports from Great 
Britain represents a protection of £20 
per ton upon an article which it costs 
only £3 per ton in wages to produce. 
There is some fear, that this industry may 
get into the hands of one or two big 
companies. Within the last week or so 
we have seen that the Cloncurry mine 
has been shut down because its products 
are waiting at Mount Kembla and can- 
not be refined. I say that to give more 
than ample protection, in view of the dif- 
ference between the wages paid in Aus- 
tralia and in other countries of the world 
with which our industries compete, must 
tend to create a monopoly. I am willing 
to give protection to local manufacturers 
to the full extent of the difference in 
wages paid here and elsewhere, but, in. 
my opinion, the duties proposed on the 
imports of copper manufactured to which 
I have referred, represent protection to a 
far greater extent than the difference be- 
tween the wages cost in Australia and 
elsewhere in the production of these ar- 
ticles. 1 Whether we are Protectionists or 
not, we should see that industries are 
not given into the hands of one or two 
big companies. The Mount Kembla 
Hlectrolytic Emelting and Refinmg Com- 
pany should not be given the opportunity 
to corner the whole of the business and 
prevent the working of mines as the work- 
ing of the Cloncurry mines are being pre- 
vented at the present time. 
within the last few weeks that the Com- 


monwealth Bank refused to increase the x 
overdraft of the Cloncurry mines, and 
they have been closed down. 


Iam aware— 


te 


We saw | 
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that the Quesnalannl Government are mak- © 


ing arrangements to keep the work going, 


but the mines have been closed down be- 
cause there is at present so much of the 
material obtained from them at. Mount 
Kembla that it cannot be refined. 


I am anxious that copper should be re- * 


fined here. It is my desire that the natu- 
ral products of Australia should be 
brought to as complete a stage of manu- 
facture in this country as possible. 1 
shall be glad to hear the Minister for 
Trade and Customs give some explana- 
tion of the duties proposed in connexion 
with the imports of copper and many 
other items dealt with in the Tariff. We 
should, as far as possible, carry out the 
work of producing copper in the form of 
angles, rods, and even wire, in Australia, 
but I fear that we shall not do’ so by im- 
posing the duties proposed in this Tariff, 


and that -their effect will only be to put 


the business into the hands of one or two 
rich companies. | 

Mr. Grecory.—The Mount Kembla 
people do not do any work except elec- 
trolytic refining. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I understand that there 
was a proposal thas at, Mount Kembla 
they should manufacture copper, and 
turn out rods, and even wire, 
phone lines. 


Mr. Greene.—That is being done, but > 


‘not by the Mount Kembla people. 

“Mr. TUDOR.—I_ understand that 
that is so. I believe that we should carry 
out the refining of copper here. Some- 
times the impurities in copper are gold 
or silver, and that should not be over- 
looked. We should get the fullest in- 
formation in connexion with these items 
before being asked to vote upon them. 
I believe that the duties at present pro- 
posed in connexion with imports of copper 
represent to some extent a blot on the 
Tariff. 

I am glad that under the Stand- 
ing Orders honorable members will be 


able to speak as often as they please on 


the Tariff, because some may have a 
better knowledge of particular items than 
all the res‘ of the members of the Com- 
mittee, and if they were confined to 


speaking but once or twice upon an item. 


which they; fully understood, they would 
perhaps be prevented from correcting the 
misunderstandings of other members of 
the Committee. I am glad to have the 


opportunity to consider this Tariff. 1 Sa 
1914 it was my privilege to introduce | 


a es 
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he highest. Tarif up ‘to ee 


i ee 


ie A 
Mr, TUDOR. ‘That is” soya 
there may not be much alterat 
duties proposed in the British 
column, there are alterations | 
he other ceclumns of this o Tae 


eked, in ei Z 
Mr. Wl -Fosrer. alt 


Raps neg pub petben us in 
papers. It has been shown 
Pee have added ape prot 


statement made in to- ee 8 pres 
the early stages of Ms gas. at 


hands at least half-a-doete neé 
were finally sold at a price oe 
times in excess of that at which th 
been landed. ws Pavers 
Mr. Rrowarp Posmee —Ww 7 


low up the imported goods, an 
the prices charged are not ex 

Mr. TUDOR.—It was 
thereabouts, that the policy 
ee! was passed en w 


wage, Fee at the same time t 
consumer. That policy was 
connexion with the manufacture 


eer ‘on. the — ny 
not ts the Labour avn an ng tl 
to which the honorable memb 


field fie eat ey basins 


Aig: 







if Boil fe followed up. do not kabw 
ee Pateticr it has been applied to cast-iron 


Brae 







a Mr. ‘TUDOR. —It should be applied 
to wrought-iron pipes of small diameter 
for lrouse reticulation purposes. I hope 
' that, during this discussion honorable 
~ members will not hesitate to point to any 
ile defects in the Tariff. I shall be quite 


ready to do so, and I shall be pleased to 


to alter and amend it. No Minister—no 
matter to what party he belongs—can 
ia fini to have that general knowledge of 
the industries of Australia which is pos- 
sessed by the House as a whole. The 
_ Minister in charge should be glad to 

avail himself of the combined knowledge 
of honorable members. Every honorable 
haa has a knowledge of the particu- 
_ lar industries in his own electorate, and 
hy the extent to which tthey affect it, and I 
ay hope that we shall be guided in our de- 
_liberations by a desire to make Australia 


¥ a as self-contained as possible. We have 








































been told by one daily newspaper that 
_ we have no right to consider such a mat- 
ter; but I, for one, care not for’ the 
opinions expressed in the newspapers. It 
is our duty to make Australia less de- 
_ pendent upon other countries than she 
_ has hitherto been. During the war we 
found that we were able to manufacture 
‘much that we had never attempted before, 
-and I am convinced that the Australian 
workman, when supplied with the neces- 
ary machinery and tools, can hold his 


other country. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) 10. 15].— 
should like at the outset to refer to a 
mark made by the Leader of the Op- 
osition (Mr. Tudor), who, in reply to 
n interjection made by me, ‘classed me as 
one of the “ Stinking-fish” party, so far 
as the progress of -Australia was con- 
erned. ~~ 
Mr. ‘Topon. —If the honorable member 


E ure in “Withdrawing ene 
Mr. GREGORY.—I do not regard it 


rable member did not intend it ‘to be. 
) honorable member has a keener de- 


Saad of Australia. I also give the 


re Juxx, 1920.] 


ue know that we ‘shall have an opportunity - 
si 


haven Eri 


wn ‘with the most skilled workers of any 


is offensive, for I know that the hon-- 


/ than I have to advance the best in- . 
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Leader of the Opposition credit for a de- 
sire to improve the conditions of the 
country. 

Mr. Sruwarr.—tThere is only a . slight 
difference of opinion between us as to the 
best way to improve the conditions of the 
country. 

Mr. GREGORY.—That is so. When 
in Sydney recently I saw some thousands 
of small parcels of hats which had been 
sent by parcels post from America. A 
more expensive way of importing them 
eculd not have been adopted. -The rabbit 
skins from which they had been manu- 
factured had™™been purchased at high 
prices and sent from Australia to the 
United ‘States of America at heavy 
freights. The wages paid in the trade 
in the United States of America were 
higher than those prevailing here, and 
yet it was possible to bring over this 
enormous consignment in‘ the most ex- 
pensive way, and to compete with the 
local manufacturers. How was that pos- 
sible? Surely there must be something 
wrong with the industry here. Again, 


- only a few days ago, at the Parcels Post 


Office, I, in company with other members 
of the Public Works Committee, saw 
large quantities of goods which had been 
sent here in the same way, not only from 


the United States of America, but 
Japan. 
Mr. Corsrr.—Australia can produce 


hats as good as those manufactured in 
any other part of the world. 
GREGORY.—We should be able 
to do so, and it seems to me to be extra- 
ordinary that we are not making much 
greater strides in regard to the manufac- 
ture, not only of hats, but boots. Mil- 
lions of pounds worth of boots should 
have been exported from Australia dur- 
ing the war. Industry generally should 
have, flourished here. The fault rests, 
not with the Australian workmen, 
but with the agitators, who got behind 
them in the first place and urged them to 
“oo slow,” and put other obstacles ° Lik) 
the way of the activities of the Com- 
monwealth. 
Coming to the Tariff itself, I thought — 
that, when the present Leader of the Op> 
position, as Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms, introduced his Tariff of 1914 we 
had reached the standard of Protection 
required to build up the industries of 
Australia. For fifteen or twenty years 
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before we had heard 


Tariff. a 


it ua that, in. 
order to build up Australian industries, 
a higher Tariff was necessary. The 
Tariff was continually increased until, 


with the introduction of that of 1914, I ‘ 


believed we had a Tariff which would 
enable local manufacturers to compete 
with the rest of the world. But we have 
now submitted to us a Tariff that “ out- 
Herods Herod,’’ largely increasing the 
duties on almost every article we require. 
There can be no argument at the present 


time for an increased Tariff in order to 


build up Australian industries. We 


_ know that, prior to thewar, we had been 


importing ‘large quantitiés of goods from 


tions of war. 
merly been used in’ the manufacture of 


Prices: have increased 
enormously, but still we are, and must 
continue, importing. This has been 
due to the fact, not that the duties 
in force at the outbreak of war were in- 
sufficient to protect Australian manufac- 
turers, but that millions of people, and 


various minted: 


hundreds of thousands of pounds worth 
_of machinery, were diverted from peace- 


ful pursuits to the manufacture of muni-, 
Machinery which had for- 


these goods had to be utilized in the pro- 
duction of war material. Of recent years 
it has been almost impossible to get goods 
into Australia in any shape or form. Yet, 


at a time like this, a new Tariff has beeu . 


brought forward. 


efor ate 


We ought to be told whether this 


Tariff is intended to be revenue produc- 


ing, or whether it is designed to en- 


courage the establishment of local indus- 
tries. 


Mr. Corsrr.—Do we not export an encr- 


mous quantity of raw material, when we 
should be utilizing it,for manufacturing 


purposes ? 
Mr. GREGORY.—The man who pro- 


duces the raw material of this country 


ought to be able to get the world’s parity 


When we have a 


better position to compete in the open. 


markets: of oe Wie ane a he is dena te 





tralia is to es found in the State 
I have figures in my possession w 


Trade and Customs. (Mr. 
regard to the population of this 


| fey obtained was less than £4, 0 


The only way in which we shall. 
ever be able to progress and discharge the 
_ tremendous obligations with which we are_ 
faced is by developing the vast vacant 
spaces of Australia, and by encouraging — 
- people to come here, 
population: of 15,000,000 or 20,000,000, 
- which we shall have with good govern- 
_ ment, there will be a home market for the 
; manufacturer, who will thus be in a far 


more essential HO Australia 1 


Abou “1913. 4 


2170,000,000, whilst i) 


factured a 
£60 009,01 000. 
























whilst that of our. mena ring | 
tries was less than £7 0, 000, 000. Ve 


refute the statement of the Minis 


that 50 per cent. of our Sanuk f si i ‘ 
urban in character. Whilst such ce 
ditions obtain, the man who (goes 
bush to struggle for an existen 
embargo placed upon the ae 
his apna , aaa 


Mr apt 


Opposition spoke of an onthe 


revard to the export of metals f 
tralia. I have previously cited 
of a few men, who, after battling 
back country for some years, t00. 
worth of lead out of a small p 
less than two years. Yet the p 


strictions. Ea ge 
Mr, GREGORY. ee “ 
that policy was to build up a 
polists in our cities. In my 
that is one of the vilest things th 
ever happened; and what has ha 
with the metal industry 1 ma 
affect some other industry. 
Coming to the Tariff itself, 
bitter complaint to make concer 
of the acts of the Customs De 
ui Peek to gs action ee the 


I am not Sel ae A Se 
ter’s administration, but of a Pp 
cedent to it. Take as an illus 
question of. sheep dip. There 
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e firms — 
ing business here for the 
seventy years. They have 
encies all over, the world, and | 
sporting sheep dip to this country. | 


was made by the Government 





“to. pr event as th 
: shipping sp ace. 


again. If the honorable member for Wide ~ 


assisting some other | 
is prepared to destroy the trade of 2 


the importation of. 








em securing the requisite | 





Mr. Corszr.—We wanted to 
them to establish factories here. Pele tie 
- Mr. Jackson, — The cursed Pari | 7¢ 


compel 





again! { 


_ Mr. GREGORY.—The perfect Tariff 





Bay (Mr: Corser), for the purpose of — 


body of individuals 7 





British firm by placing an embargo upon 
its products, I hava 
the utmost contempt for him. is 
Progress reported. 


House adjourned at 10.29 p.m. eae He 
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: + Sworn ith May, 1920, 


_ Heaps oF Drbick rneincrs. 
Senate.—C, G. Duffy, C.M.G. 
’ Tee ae House of Representatives.—W. A. Gale, C.M.G. 
Parliamentary Reporting Stoff{—B\H. Rriefld, 18.0. 


Johnson, Hon. Sir William Lang (N.S.W.) 
Elliot, K.C.M.G. 


Jowett, ‘Edmund Grampians (V. ) 
5Kerby, Edwin Thomas Ballarat (V.) 
John 

Lamond, Hector .» Iawarra (N.S.W.) 
Lavelle, Thomas James .. Calare (N.S.W.) & 
Lazzarini, Hubert Peter .. Werriwa (N.S. W. ) 
Lister, John Henry -» Corio (V.) 
Livingston, John .. Barker (S.A.) 
Mackay, George Hugh .. Lilley (Q.) 

Mahon, Hon Hugh .. Kalgoorlie (W.A.) 


._Mahony, William, George.. Dalley (N.S.W.) 


Makin, Norman John Hindmarsh (S.A.) 
Oswald 
Maloney, William .. Melbourne (V.) 
Marks, Walter Moffitt .. Wentworth (N.S.W.) 
Marr, Charles William Parkes (N.S.W.) 
Clanan 
Mathews, James +» Melbourne Ports (V.) 
Maxwell, George Arnot .. Fawkner (V.) 
1McDonald, Hon. Charles .. Kennedy (Q.) 
“McWilliams, William James Franklin (T.) 
Moloney, Parker John .. Hume (N.S.W.) 
Nicholls, Samuel Robert .. Macquarie (N .S.W.) 
Page, Earle Christmas Cowper (N.S.W.) 
Grafton 


Page, Hon. James . Maranoa (Q.) ” 

Poynton, Hon. Alexander... Grey (S.A.) 

Prowse, John Henry Swan (W.A.) 

Riley, Edward .. .. South Sydney 

(N.S.W.) 

Rodgers, Arthur Stanis- Wannon (V.) 
laus | 

Ryan, Hon. Thomas West Sydney 
Joseph, K.C. (N.S. W.) 

Ryrie, Sir Granville de North Sydney 
Laune, K.C.M.G., C.B., (N.S. W.) 
VLD 


Smith, Hon. William Denison (T.) 
Henry Laird 
Stewart, Percy Gerald .. Wimmera (V.) 
Story, William Harrison .. Boothby (8.A.) 
Tudor, Hon. Frank Gwynne Yarra (V.) 
8Watkins, Hon. David Newcastle (N.S.W.) 
Watt, Right Hon. William Balaclava (V.) 
Alexander, P.C. 
West, John Edward .. Hast Sydney 
(N.S.W.) 
Wienholt, Arnold .. Moreton (Q.) 
Wise, Hon. George Henry Gippsland (V.) 





——3. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 


Joint House Commitiee.—G. H. Monahan, 
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Applications on. “penal of the. above-mentioned snstictions 


the Honorable the President or the Honorable the , Sea 
NX 


ee 


BNET oe eA | Prinelpal Parliament 











SENATE, 


DisPUTED Raropee ‘AND Quattications.—Senator ‘Keating, ‘Senator 
and Senator Senior. gee . ae. : 


: Senator R. S. iGatheio a and Senator Earle. 


Liprary.—The President, Senator Bolton, Senator Gardiner, Senator ‘Keat 
and Senator a Ue M. 





. 


PRINTING.— Sanatee Newland, Senate. Plain, Senator Reid, and tee Benign 7 
Pusiic Accounts (J OINT).—Senator Criword, Senator J Farle. 
Pusiic Works (Joint).—Senator Henderson, ANE: Newland. 


Me bh nstey, Mr. Ribining, Mr. Powe Ni Hig 
Mr. Maxwell, Dr. ee ey*, and Mr. McDonald. : 


fous. iM. Speaker, Mr, wm Ww. Foster, Mr. mies Mr. vine Mi 
Mr. Rodgers, and Mr gV atkins, 


- Printine.—Mr: Bamford, Me. 
Mr West. 


Pusuro Accounts (Jorn).—Mr- Bayley, hes Charlton, Mr. Penton, ba 
“3 ‘Mr. Prowse, Mr. West. fe to 


-Pustic Works (Jormt).—Mr, Atkinson, Mr. Bamford, Mr. Geen, Mn “Mac 
Mr. Parker Moloney. — « Wea i. 


& 4 













8 CARRIAGE :“SELEOT Commarea. ae Hiieshe Mr. Burchell, Mi 
Mr. Mahoney, Mr. McW*" iams, and Mr, Watkins. 3 A 


u . sont Ap} dinted 30th March, 1920. fi Appointed Ast July, 8 
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